U.N. to pay Gulf war claimants 

GENEVA (AFP) — A U.N. committee is 10 pay out $144 
million Wednesday to thousands of individuals claiming 
damages from the Gulf war in the first disbursement under an 
“osl-for-food" deal with Iraq, the U.N. said. The UN. Com- 
pensation Committee (UNCO said 57,636 claimants repre- 
sented by 63 governments and one international organisation 
would receive an initial payment of $^500 each. The com- 
mittee is funding the payouts from its 30 per cent share of 
Iraqi oil exports over six months. Nearly $134 million of the 
initial payout will go to category “A" claimants — individu- 
als forced to leave Iraq and Kuwait — and about $7 million 
to category "C" claimants — individuals who suffered loss- 
es of less than $100,000. Governments have submitted the 
documenu on behalf of their citizens. Egyptians are receiv- 
ing the biggest single chunk of initial compensation money, 
with 23.334 claims totalling more than $58 million. They are 
followed by Sri Lankans, Indians and Bangladeshis. 
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Arab League rejects Iraqi charge 

CAIRO (AFPl — Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid strongly denied Tuesday charges by an Iraqi offi- 
cial that he had hidden reports on Kuwaitis missing in Iraq 
since the 199 1 Gulf war. Mr. Abdul Meguid told AFP he “caie- 
gorically“ denied receiving any such reports. Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry Under- secretary Rvad Al Qaissi was quoted Tuesday 
by London-based Arabic newspaper Al Havar as saying that Mr. 
Abdul Meguid had ‘■hidden from the media and Arab govern- 
ments three reports on the missing Kuwaitis drawn up by his 
special envoy to Iraq and Kuwait. Abdullah .Adam." Mr. Adam, 
a Somali, had made three investigatory nips to Kuwait and Iraq 
in 1991 and 1992 on the matter. Mr. Abdul Meguid said "the 
matter i> completely baseless. 1 never received or concealed 
information on this subject,” “l wax painfully surprised to read 
this statement, and I informed the Iraqi delegate to the league 
Tuesday (Nabil Nejm) that the information was baseless.” 
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King to Netanyahu: Your actions have 
•made peace appear like mirage; saddest 
reality is I do not find you by my side 


King, in letter to Israeli prime minister, expresses genuine and deep distress over accumulated tragic 
actions threatening peace process and says he senses an intent to destroy all he worked to build 
‘I cannot accept your repeated excuse of having to act the way you do under great duress and pressure’ 



AMMAN (J.T.J — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
written a very strong letter 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
expressing his genuine and 
deep distress over the dan- 
gers posed to the peace 
process as a result of deci- 
sions and actions taken by 
the Israeli prime minister. 

The Royal Court on Tues- 
day released the text of the 
March 9 letter, in which the 
King firmly stated that he 
could not “accept your 
repeated excuse of having 
to act the way you do under 
great duress and pressure.” 

“I cannot believe that the 
people of Israel seek blood- 
shed and disaster and 
oppose peace." the King 
wrote. “Nor can I believe 
that the most constitutional- 
ly powerful prime minister 
in Israeli history would act 
on other than his own con- 
victions.” 

King Hussein sharply 
criticised Mr. Netanyahu's 
plans to build a new Jewish 
settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem and Israel’s deci- 


sion to hand over only nine 
per cent of the West bank to 
the Palestinians in a rede- 
ployment supposed to take 
place last week. 

The King expressed 
regret over the “saddest 
reality” that he does not 
find Mr. Netanyahu work- 
ing on his side to “fulfill 
God's will for the final rec- 
onciliation of all the 
descendants of Abraham." 

“Your course of actions 
seems bent on destroying 
all I believe in or have striv- 
en to achieve T the King 

wrote. 

The King reminded Mr. 
Netanyahu of the commit- 
ments Israel undertook in 
its Feb. 15 agreement with 
the Palestinians on rede- 
ployment in Hebron and 
rural areas of the West Bank 
coupled with the imple- 
mentation of other agree- 
ments. including the open- 
ing of a Palestinian airport 
in Gaza. 

The King's letter dis- 
closed that he bad wanted 
to personally fly Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
Gaza on his plane after a 


visit by the Palestinian 
leader to Amman on Sun- 
day but thai Israel had 
turned down the request. 

“Now. suppose I had 
taken off nonetheless for 
Gaza, in the full right of a 
friend, then would you 
have ordered my fellow 
pilots in the Israeli air force 
— to prevent me forcibly or 
worse?” said the King. 

“How can I work with 
you as a partner and true 
friend in this confused and 
confusing atmosphere 
when I sense an intent to 
destroy all I worked to 
build between our peoples 
and states,” the King added. 

According to reports from 
Israel, Mr. Netanyahu sent a 
letter in response to the 
King, the contents of which 
were not disclosed. 

But he said from Russia, 
where he is on a two-day 
visit, that “there is no rea- 
son for this criticism and 
definitely no reason for this 
tone.” 

“I expect that our partners 
and friends in the peace 
process would not automat- 
ically adopt the Palestinian 


position,” he said. 

“We insist on our right to 
build in Jerusalem, our 
united capital, and we also 
know that we are fulfilling 
the agreement on the rede- 
ployment." he contended. 

Dore Gold, a Netanyahu 
advisor, said the King's let- 
ter "perhaps reflects the 
reality of our relations with 
Jordan — that is our rela- 
tions are very sensitive to 
what happens on the Pales- 
tinian track.” 

Following is the full text 
of the King's letter 
released by the Royal 
Court: 

Prime Minister. 

My distress is genuine 
and deep over the accumu- 
lating tragic actions which 
you have initiared at the 
head of the government of 
Israel, making peace — the 
worthiest objective of my 
life — appear more and 
more like a distant elusive 
mirage. 1 could remain 
aloof if the very lives of all 
Arabs and Israelis and their 
future were not fast sliding 


towards an abyss of blood- 
shed and disaster, brought 
about by fear and despair. I 
frankly cannot accept your 
repeated excuse of having 
to act the way you do under 
great duress and pressure. 1 
cannot believe that the peo- 
ple of Israel seek bloodshed 
and disaster and oppose 
peace. Nor can I believe 
that the most constitutional- 
ly powerful prime minisrer 
in Israeli history would act 
on other than his total con- 
victions. 

The saddest reality that 
has been dawning on me is 
that I do not find you by 
my side in working to fulfill 
God s will for theYinal rec- 
onciliation of all the 
descendants of the children 
of Abraham. Your course of 
actions seems bent on 
destroying all I believe in or 
have striven to achieve 
with the Hashemite family 
since Faisal the First and 
Abdullah to the present 
times. You cannot send me 
assurances that you would 
not sanction any further 
construction of settlements 
and tell me of your decision 


to construct two roads to 
help all concerned Israelis 
and Palestinians alike and 
then renege on your com- 
mitment. 

In pushing matters to the 
point of securing a U.S. 
veto at the Security Coun- 
cil. you have ill served the 
image and interest of your 
major ally and benefactor 
and our partner in peace 
making as the honest bal- 
anced peace broker. 

Mr. Prime Minister, if it is 
your intgption to manoeu- 
vre our Palestinian brethren 
into inevitable violent resis- 
tance. then order your bull- 
dozers into the proposed 
settlement site without 
doing much which is need- 
ed in recognition of Pales- 
tinian and Arab sensitivity, 
anger and despair and ame- 
liorating the situation, then 
order die young Israeli 
members of your powerful 
armed forces surrounding 
Palestinian towns to com- 
mit wanton murder and 
mayhem, possibly resulting 

(Continued on page 7 


King, Kabariti hold talks with Mordechai 
against backdrop of crisis in peace process 

Jordan will face difficult choices if Israel 
* continued to violate accords — Kabariti 


Crown Prince returns 

Middle East needs peace after half a decade of 
conflict. Prince Hassan tells London gathering 


AMMAN (IT.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday held talks with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai on the 
Middle East peace process. 

The King and the Israeli 
minister held a closed-door 
meeting at Raghdan 
Palace, followed by anoth- 
er meeting attended by Jor- 
danian and Israeli delega- 
tions. 

The talks focused on the 
peace process and means 
of overcoming the obsta- 
cles facing it, particularly 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Tuesday 
warned Israel that it will 
not be able to build normal 
relations with Arab and 
Islamic countries in general 
and Jordan in particular at 
a time when it pursues ille- 
gal measures on Arab terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Kabariti told a special 
Pari iament session con- 
; vened to discuss the Israel’s 
% settlement plans: 

* “Israel has to realise that 
it is not possible for the 
peace process to continue 


on the Palestiman-Israeli 
track. 

“The two sides stressed 
the need to remove all 
obstacles facing the peace 
process in order for the 
peace process to achieve its 
objectives," the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The meeting was attended 
by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah. Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kba- 
sawneh. Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul 
Hadi Majaii, the acting 
chairman of the joint 


with the continuation of 
Jewish settlements being 
erected on Arab lands. 

“We have adopted a clear- 
cut position with regard to 
Arab Jerusalem and the 
issue of Israeli settlements 
in Palestine," said the 
prime minister. “We con- 
sider Arab Jerusalem as 
occupied Arab land which 
must be returned to Pales- 
tinian sovereignty and that 
any unilateral change in its 
status before the final status 
negotiations have ended 
poses a serious threat to the 
entire peace process.” 


chiefs-of-staff and his 
assistant for intelligence 
affairs, the chief-of-staff of 
Royal Jordanian Air Force 
and the Jordanian ambas- 
sador to Israel in addition to 
members of the Israeli dele- 
gation accompanying Mr. 
Mordechai and the Israeli 
charge d'affaires in 
Amman. 

Mr. Mordechai returned 
to Israel later in the day. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said earlier 
the Mideast peace process 
was facing a crisis and hint- 


“This Jordanian position 
has been adopted by the 
Arab and other countries 
and the European nations 
and presented as a draff res- 
olution to the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council, which was 
vetoed by the U.S. despite 
the American president’s 
rejection of the Israeli set- 
tlement policy,” Mr. Kabar- 
iti said. 

Earlier Deputy Taher 
Masri, a former prime min- 
ister, called on the govern- 
ment to freeze the normal- 
isation' of relations with 
Israel and to reconsider its 


ed that Jordan could sus- 
pend its moves to normalise 
ties with Israel. 

Tensions with Israel 
stemmed from its plans to 
build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem and its decision 
to limit its redeployment 
from parts of the West 
Bank without consulting 
the Palestinians. 

“The peace process is 
going through crisis, a real 
crisis,’’ Mr. Kabariti said 

(Continued on page 7) 


position regarding all 
agreements with Israel. 

Our relations with Israel 
is conditional upon the 
establishment of a compre- 
hensive, just and durable 
peace and the exchange of 
land for peace, he said. 

Addressing the special 
House session dedicated to 
discuss Israel's settlement 
policy and its decision to 
establish an Israeli settle- 
ment on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab EasL Jerusalem, Mr. 
Masri said Israeli Prime 

(Continued on page 7) 



Queen receives 
Dead Sea relic 


PARIS (AFP) — A Dead 
Sea archaeological relic 
which could bold the key to 
secret hidden treasures was 
given to Jordan Tuesday 
after French experts spent 
more than two years restor- 
ing it 

The 2,000-year-old cop- 
per relic, which bears 
inscriptions apparently 
indicating more than 60 
locations where treasures 
could be found, was pre- 
sented ar the Louvre Muse- 
um to Queen Noor (see 
page 3). 

’’I am astonished at the 
growing sophistication of 
technology," said the 
Queen, referring to French 
scientists who have been 
working to remove rust 
from the rolled piece of 
metal since it was sent to 
France in 1994. 

The piece is to be put on 
show in Amman. Restorers 
have covered some of it in 
plexiglass to protect it from 
further damage. 

French biblical experts 
have taken advantage of its 
stay in France to revise 
translations of the inscrip- 
tions, which indicated 64 
locations of possible trea- 
sure hideaways. 


LONDON (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
relumed home after a sev- 
eral day working visit to the 
British capital upon an invi- 
tation from British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm 

Rifkind. 

Prince Hassan was 
received upon arrival by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid. His Royal High- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Angered by 
Israel’s limited West Bank 
pullback offer, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
ordered his Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to suspend all contacts with 
Israel, a Palestinian official 
said Tuesday. 

The decision effectively 
put the peace process on 
hold. Israel and the Pales- 
tinians were to begin talks 
on a final peace accord next 
Monday, but it appears 
unlikely they will start on 
time. 

Despite Palestinian anger. 
Israel will not give up more 
West Bank territory’ than 
the nine per cent planned 
for now or reverse decision 
to build a Jewish neigh- 
bourhood in Arab East 
Jerusalem, said David Bar- 
Ulan, an aide to Prime Min- 


ness Prince FaisaJ and 
senior civil and military 
officials. 

The Crown Prince deliv- 
ered a speech at the Euro- 
Mediterranean conference 
in London and met with the 
deputy president of the 
European Commission 
(EC). Manuel Marin, and 
the deputy director of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Stanley Fis- 
cher. 

The Crowm Prince and 


ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Palestinian leaders said 
they had expected to take 
control of some 30 per cent 
of the West Bank in this 
week's planned pullback, 
the first of three to be com- 
pleted by mid- 1 998. 

The Palestinians on Tues- 
day called for U.S. and 
Arab intervention and 
warned there might he new 
violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip unless 
Israel changed its policies. 

Mr. Arafat on Tuesday 
invited diplomats from the 
United States. Russia. 
Japan. European countries 
and the Arab World (o 
Gaza City this weekend to 
discuss the impasse in the 
negotiations, said Arafat 
spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rdaina. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Mr. Marin discussed devel- 
oping Jordanian -Europe an 
relations through a pro- 
posed partnership agree- 
ment between Jordan and 
the European Union ( Ell ). 

Prince Hasson’s talks 
with the IMF official 
focussed on Jordan's eco- 
nomic reform programme, 
which has received ihe 
applause of the IMF. 

In his address to the con- 
ference. Prince Hassan 
(Continued on page 7} 


Israel 

U.S. ready to 

attend talks 

THE UNITED STATES 
will attend an international 
meeting called by Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
to discuss the Middle East 
peace deadlock if it is for- 
mally invited, the Stare 
Department said on Tues- 
day. 

“We're aware that Chair- 
man Arafat has called for a 


(Continued on page 7) 
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4 Normalisation of relations in peril, 
Kabariti warns Israel in Parliament 

Deputies, addressing special session, demands freezing 
of relations and collective Arab action to counter Israel 
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Clinton regrets Israeli 
settlement plan, but 
warns Palestinians 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, March 12, 1997 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton said 
Monday he regretted 
Israel's plan to build Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem but warned the 
Palestinians it would be a 
“terrible mistake" to resort 
to violence over the matter. 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference with Egypt’s Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, Mr. 
Clinton said recent events 
showed how difficult it 
was to make progress 
towards peace in the Mid- 
dle East and called on all 
parties in the region to 
redouble their efforts. 

Israeli-Palestinian nego- 
tiations have been embr- 
oiled in recent weeks by 
several events, including 
an Israeli decision to build 
6,500 housing units for 
Jews in a part of Arab East 
Jerusalem and its taking 
steps lo close four Palestin- 
ian offices in the city. 

In addition, the top Pales- 
tinian negotiator resigned 
on Monday after Israel’s 
decision to hand back nine 
per cent of the territory it 
occupies in the West Bank, 
rather than the 30 per cent 
the Palestinians had 
expected. 

At least 10 Palestinians 
were injured in clashes on 
Monday with Israeli sol- 
diers when 150 soldiers 
used clubs and guns to beat 
back 100 Palestinians try- 
ing ro stop workers from 
opening a road for Jewish 
settlers near the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

“We've also been rem- 
inded recently of how dif- 


ficult it is to maintain the 
momentum toward peace," 
Mr. Clinton said. “Clearly 
we're at a moment when 
all those with a stake in the 
peace process must rededi- 
cate themselves to ... mak- 
ing progress.” 

“We made it very clear 
that the decision to build 
(Jewish housing in East 
Jerusalem) ... would not 
build confidence, would 
not be conducive to negoti- 
ations. We would prefer 
strongly that it not have 
been made.” 

He added: “I still believe 
it would be a terrible mis- 
take for the Palestinians to 
resort to violence. Every 
time they have done it, 
they wind up losing. They 
wind up getting hurt.’' 

The U.S. president also 
defended the U.S. decision 
to veto a U.N. resolution 
urging Israel to abandon 
the settlement plan. 

Mr. Clinton applied the 
same reasoning to the U.S. 
stance on both issues, say- 
ing the U.N. motion 
touched on ‘Tina! status” 
issues that are to be ham- 
mered out in direct talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Those talks are due to 
begin on March 17. 

“The best thing is ... to let 
them be resolved by nego- 
tiations and to decide final 
status issues without inter- 
ference by anyone from the 
outside,” Mr. Clinton said. 

But Mr. Mubarak politely 
disagreed on the issue of 
vetoing the U.N. resolu- 
tion, saying: “It is unfortu- 


nate that the resolution was 
not adopted because it may 
have given a signal to the 
Israelis to stop any settle- 
ment activies, especially in 
the area of Jerusalem, 
which is illegal.” 

“But I hope in the future 
we could avoid this.'" he 
said. 

The Egyptian leader had 
warm words for Mr. Clin- 
ton as a partner in the 
peacemaking process, 
nonetheless, but he said he 
was “alarmed” by Israeli 
actions — including the 
settlement decision — 
which he said tended to 
undermine peace efforts. 

Mr. Clinton said he and 
Mr. Mubarak, who talked 
for about three hours on 
Monday, had agreed to 
seek ways to try to revive 
the Syrian-Israeii track of 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Their meeting was one of 
a series between Mr. Clin- 
ton and the main regional 
players as Washington 
assesses how to proceed 
towards a comprehensive 
peace settlement despite a 
backdrop of continuing 
Israeli-Palestinian strife. 

Mr. Mubarak is the third 
Middle Eastern leader to 
visit the White House in 
the past month, following 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu’s 
visit on Feb. 13 and Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat’s visit last week. 

King Hussein is due here 
for talks next Tuesday. 


'Gulf war disease is contagious' 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Some medical 
professionals treating sick Gulf war veter- 
ans claim they have contracted symptoms 
of Gulf war illness and say the mysterious 
disease could pose a public health threat, 
the Los Angeles Times reported. 

The doctors, nurses and researchers say 
they are suffering from fatigue, fever, 
aches, rashes and respiratory problems 
generally associated with the mysterious 
syndrome, the newspaper reported. 

“Everyone in this office has had Gulf 
war illness,” Garth Nicolson, a biochemist 
at the non-profit Institute for Molecular 
Medicine, told the paper. “I lost four teeth 
and had part of my lower jaw removed.” 

Mr. Nicolson has claimed to have found 
a genetically altered version of mycoplas- 
ma, a microorganism known to sometimes 
cause disease, in the blood of half of the 
several hundred sick veterans he has test- 
ed. 

Government investigators express scep- 
ticism, and say they have found little evi- 
dence to support the claim that Gulf war 
illnesses are contagious. 

In its final report two months ago, the 
presidential advisory committee on Gulf 
war veterans' illnesses discounted Mr. 
Nicolson’s theories. But doctors at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Centre recently 
agreed to work with Mr. Nicolson, and the 


Senate Veterans Affairs Committee has 
vowed to investigate the matter. 

Charles Hinshaw of Wichita, Kansas, a 
former president of the American Acade- 
my of Environmental Medicine, said he 
had not become sick treating Gulf war vet- 
erans, but he believes that many of their 
illnesses are contagious. 

“If I was running the Red Cross or I was 
part of the Department of Defence, I'd say, 
‘let’s don't take any more blood from vet- 
erans until we answer this question’," Dr. 
Hinshaw said. 

Officials at the American Red Cross, 
which collects 50 per cent of the nation's 
blood supply, dismiss such concerns. 

“We make sure before we collect blood 
from anybody ... that they’re in good 
health, and have normal temperature and 
pulse,” said Peter Page, senior medical 
officer for biomedical services at the 
American Red Cross. 

But Mr. Nicolson said mycoplasma and 
other bacteria have long incubation peri- 
ods. 

More than five years after the war’s end, 
“we're just now beginning to see second- 
hand exposures in physicians and nurses," 
said Mr. Nicolson. adding: “This is not 
going to go away, just slowly spread.” 



SUDAN PYRAMIDS: People visit the pyramids in the Sudanese kingdom of Meroe in Sudan. Around 40 pyramids, which are home to 20 Meroeite 
kings, eight queens, three royal princes and a dozen of nobles whose rule spanned nearly five centuries from 592 BC to 350 AD, rise from the desert, 
70 kilometres north of the town of Shendi (AFP photo) 


U.S. assails Vatican 
over ties with Libya 


Ciller under strong pressure to 
call off coalition with Islamists 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States on Monday 
criticised the Vatican for 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions with Libya, which 
Washington accuses of 
sponsoring state “terror- 
ism.” 

“...The United States does 
not approve of anyone 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions with Libya. We don’t 
believe that Libya is a gov- 
ernment that one can do 
business with cooperative- 
ly,” State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told a news briefing. 

“We’ve told the Vatican 
that we do not agree with 
this decision” because gov- 
ernments ought to maintain 
diplomatic isolation from 
Libya, he said. 

The Vatican on Monday 
established full diplomatic 
relations with Libya despite 
months of what diplomatic 
sources called intense but 
private U.S. lobbying to per- 
suade it to hold back. 

Mr. Bums said Washing- 
ton hoped that the Vatican, 
in talks with Libyan offi- 
cials, would “concentrate on 
Libya’s support for terror- 
ism, Libya’s opposition to 
the peace process, and the 
fact that we believe very 
strongly that there are two 
people in Libya who...are 
suspects in the bombing of 
Pan Am 103.” 

He was referring to the 
U.S. airliner that exploded 
in 1988 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, killing 270 peo- 
ple. The United States has 
offered $4 million to anyone 
who can help find the two 


suspects and bring them to 
justice. 

“...We hope very much 
that anyone who happens to 
talk to Muammar Qadhafi or 
his colleagues will raise this 
Pan Am 103 issue," Mr. 
Bums said. “We can't forget 
that... people were killed.” 

Mr. Bums also issued a 
new call to diplomatically 
isolate Iran, claiming Tehran 
actively supports “terror- 
ism" and opposes peace 
efforts in the Middle East. 

Mr. Bums, asked about the 
diplomatic tours of Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayaii. said Washington 
“does not believe that coun- 
tries in the Middle East or 
anywhere else in the world 
should engage in business- 
as-usual diplomacy with the 
Iranian government." 

"That is a government 
which is trying to build a 
nuclear and chemical 
weapons capability,” Mu 
Bums said. “It is directly 
funding Hizbollah and 
Hamas and other terrorist 
groups. And it's resolutely 
opposed to the Middle East 
peace pavess. 

“It's not a government, we 
believe, that should be 
shown a great deal of cour- 
tesy.” 

The top Iranian diplomat 
was in Turkey Monday fol- 
lowing talks in Malaysia. 
Indonesia and Brunei. He is 
also scheduled to visit 
Sudan and Uganda, and is to 
go to Saudi Arabia to invite 
its leader to a summit of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference in Teheran. 


ANKARA ( AP) — The pressure has never 
been greater on Tansu Ciller. 

The politician is at the centre of a nail-bit- 
ing waiting game before taking her turn as 
premier next year, when she succeeds her 
coalition partner, the leader of the Islam- 
inspired Welfare Party. 

While she waits, she must fend off 
deputies in her own parry angry over the 
deal with Islamist politicians, reassure the 
military that her Islamist partners really 
aren't so bad. and assuage the West that 
Turkey remains a faithful ally in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and 
legitimate candidate for the European 
Union (EU). 

Mrs. Ciller, a 51 -year-old U.S.-educated 
economist, heads the centre-right. Western- 
oriented True Path Party and is deputy pre- 
mier and foreign minister in the govern- 
ment of Premier Necmettin Erbakan. 

Under the coalition agreement, she will 
become premier July 1, 1998. 

While political analysts argue the govern- 
ment’s days are limited, Mrs. Ciller tries 
her best to prolong its life. 

“I am the guarantor of the secular regime. 
Don’t you worry,” is Mrs. Ciller’s stock 
response to critics opposing her partnership 
with Welfare. 

Her message to the West is similar “Wait 
until I lake over the premiership.” 

Mrs. Ciller’s own deputies have been 
calling on her to end die coalition. Her 
answer to them: A government crisis will 
hurt Turkey's efforts to join the European 
Union. 

But the pressure on Mrs. CiJJer grows 
every time Welfare tries to increase Islam's 
hold on Turkey. 

Recent examples include rearranging 
working hours to fit fasting times during 
the month of Ramadan, a proposal to allow 
female civil servants to wear Lslamie-sryie 
head coverings and a plan to build a 
mosque in Istanbul's central Taksim 
Square. 

Such suggestions are explosive in the 
modern Turkish republic, founded in 1923 


along such strictly non-religious lines that 
secularism has grown into a national ideol- 
ogy. 

The proposals are deeply disturbing to the 
secular establishment of intellectuals and 
the middle class, and to the powerful mili- 
tary — which long has viewed its role as 
the guarantor of Turkish secularism. 

The top generals, who once embraced 
Mrs. Ciller for giving the army full author- 
ity to fight the Kurdish rebels, are now 
angry at her. Earlier this month, they 
pushed for ultimatum-like directives for the 
government to protect secular traditions. 

The Europeans, too, are concerned. 

Nine powerful leaders of European Chris- 
tian Democrat parties voiced a joint opin- 
ion in Brussels last week that Turkey 
should not join the EU. 

That Mrs. Ciller finds herself in this posi- 
tion rests in part on a personal rivalry with 
the other main secularist political leader, 
Mesut Yilmaz of the Motherland Party. 

In 1995 elections. Welfare won only 21 
per cent of the vote, but it was the biggest 
vote-getter because Motherland and True 
Path split the centre-right vote. 

Mrs. Ciller at first resisted a partnership 
with Welfare. Instead, she formed a coali- 
tion with Mr. Yilmaz. But that lasted only 
three months because Mr. Yilmaz support- 
ed a series of corruption charges against her 
brought by welfare. 

After she formed her coalition with the 
party. Welfare backed off and Mrs. Ciller 
was spared prosecution. 

Because of the way seats are distributed 
in parliament, a Ciller- Yilmaz alliance is 
the only alternative to have Welfare in gov- 
ernment 

That coalition does not seem likely right 
now. 

And Mrs. Ciller has brushed aside Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel's suggestions for 
parliament to call a vote ahead of the 
scheduled elections in 2000. 

“This government will continue,*’ she told 
reporters Friday. 

And so will Mrs. Ciller's waiting game. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 The Muppet Show 

14:30 Cartoon — Adventures 
of the Rainbow Pond 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 America's Funniest 

People 

16:25 Escape From Jupiter 

16:50 Doc. — Challenge 


17:15 

18;00 

Border Town 

French Programmes 

19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19:35 , 

Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 


20:30 


21:10 

Drama — Spencer for 

Hire 


22:00. 


22:25. 




PRAYER TIMES 

04:30. 


05:47 . 


11:45 


15:08.. 

'Asr 

17:44.. 


19:01.. 



CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 i 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


661757. 

Terra Sancta Cbmch TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Chun* of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 6 1 4 1 90. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Partly cloudy and dusty 
weather conditions will pre- 
vail with a chance of rain and 
winds southeasterly active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly active and seas choppy. 

Amman 05/16 

Aqaba 10/23 

Deserts..™ 04/18 

Jordan Valley IQ/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 24 Humid- 


ity readings: Amman 33 per 
cent. Aqaba 29 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Mukhies Halaseh -..819220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar — 856457 

Dr. FaddAlFaqlh 790104 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Shikhah 752405 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 
A1 Asema pharmacy ......637055 

A1 S nlam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ghazi TVamueb ...250080 

AJ Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah A1 Bourini ....9903 1 2 
Khalifeh pharmacy -985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ,637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661 Hi 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade „..6I710I 

Blood Bank .....775121 

Highway Police 843402 


: '■ -.7 ■* y - 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints —78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis -623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....6361 40 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 




Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian, AFMuhajreen777 1 0 1/3 

Al-Bashir, —.775111/26 

Army, Marka. -891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaJ(09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 


mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 0S( 53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damasciis(RJ) 

07:35 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhabi. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 - London (RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:25..-Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 Rome (RJ) 

18:15 ..Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 Madrid, Berlin (RJ) 

23:10 _.Beriut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

08:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

10:00 ....Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13 JO .Tunis (TU) 


15:05 — —.Vienna (OS) 

15:45 Algiers (AH) 

18:55 lstanbul,Damascus (PK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

23:10 -Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 — Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20. Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 — .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
08:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

09:45 - Rome (RJ) 

10:40 .Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

19:35 .Beirut (RJ) 

19:45 Colombo (RJ) 

20:00 Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 - -Cairo (RJ) 

20:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00..Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:45 - .Beirut (ME) 

09:20 .Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 

10:20 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 
12:00 Jeddah (SV) 


13:30 ..Bahrain. Abu Dhabi(GF) 

14:30 — Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:30 —Shariqah (AH) 

19:40 Abo Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

22:50 - .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ..Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 .Marka (RW) 

20:50 - .Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple -700/500 

Banana .600/600 

Banana (imported).. _95W800 

Cabbage 120/50 

Carrot 220/100 

Cauliflower. 230/180 

Cucumber (large) ..—.260/140 

Cucumber (small) 370/200 

Eggplant. 240/120 

Fava beans 550/400 

Gariie 1250/800 

Grape fruit 180/120 

Lemon 360/200 

Marrow (large) 240/120 

Marrow (small) 430/250 

Onion (green) 220/140 

Onion (dry) 350/200 

Orange 460/300 

Peas 900/600 

Pepper (hot) 420/250 

Pepper (sweet) .450/250 

Potato ....-—330/200 

Radish 12<V50 

Spinach 250/200 

String beans - 950/600 

Tomato- -380/220 
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King postpones Denmark visit 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has postponed a visit to Denmark after 
undergoing prostate surgery in the United 
States, palace officials said Thursday. 

The Monarch has been advised by doc- 
tors to rest for four weeks, subsequent to a 
successful one-hour operation Saturday in 
the midwestem state of Minnesota 

King Hussein has not fixed another date 
for his visit to Denmark, which was to have 
taken place from April 22 to 25. 

During a meeting with a group of Jordan- 
ian journalists on April 9. Queen Margrethe 
11 had expressed “great pleasure'’ ro meet 
with Their Majesties Kang Hussein and 
Queen Noor. 

“Most people, who are aware of what 


goes on, have a great admiration for His 
Majesty’s moral and physical courage, his 
position in that area.” said the Danish 
queen. “I have always admired him great- 
ly-” 

“The official welcome is also a personal 
welcome from my husband and myself to 
His Majesty," continued the queen, who 
described the visit as proof of “understand- 
ing and peace between our two peoples." 

Last April, Queen Margrethe was sup- 
posed to visit Jordan, a visit postponed due 
to the Israeli bombing of Cana in South 
Lebanon. "We should have visited last year. 
We still hope to do it in the near future.” the 
queen concluded- 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan Thursday meets with visiting chiefs of Arab judicial insti 
tutes (photo by Boghos) 


Crown Prince addresses visiting 
chiefs of Arab judicial institutes 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
^ Crown Prince Hassan 
* Thursday met with visiting 
chiefs of Arab judicial insti- 
tutes where he lauded the 
role qualified and compe- 
tent judges play in Arab 
societiesT 

Addressing the justices at 
,the Royal Court, the Crown 
Prince emphasised the need 
to-upgrade standards to deal - 
with developments and new 
tiend?in judicial affairs^*! i:*.' 

He also maintained the 
importance of a recent 


cooperation agreement 
between judicial institutes 
in the Arab World and the 
Beirut-based .Arab Centre 
for Legal Research and 
Studies. 

The Crown Prince 
described the accord as 
transformative of the 
judges training - curricula 
and further stated that it 
would help create a data 
base aiding in the develop- 
ment of judicial systems in 
the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan also pro- 


moted inter-Arab and glob- 
al cooperation in judicial 
affairs. 

The head of the Arab 
Centre for Legal Research 
and Studies Abdul Halim 
Sulh thanked the Prince and 
outlined the recent agree- 
ment as aiming to help fur- 
ther coordinate the Arab 
World's efforts in promot- 
ing judicial issues. 

Minister of Justice Riyad 
Shakaa also attended the 
session. 


Roundtable participants adopt 


Palestine Airlines begins operations out of Amman 



By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hie first flight 
by Palestine Airlines from 
Jordan was expected to take 
off from Marka airport on Fri- 
day night carrying Palestin- 
ian students to Morocco. 

Palestinian Ambassador 
Omar Khatib said that the 
two Palestinian Fokker-50 
aircraft arrived here on Thurs- 
day from Egypt for the first 
time since the Palestine Air- 
lines was launched a year ago. 

He told the Jordan Times in 
a telephone interview that the 
two jets would transport 82 
Palestinian students to 
Casablanca where they will 
receive aviation training 
financed by the Moroccan 
government 

Mr. Khatib added that the 
students came by land from 
the West Bank to travel to 
Morocco on Friday. 

Officials at Marka airport 
said that the two jets landed at 
12:00 noon on Thursday and 
were piloted by Emad 
Qibfawi and Nahi Mana’a. 

Lastvear. Palestine Airlines 
launched its first flight from 


the Egyptian airport of Al 
Arish in the Sinai en route to 
Saudi Arabia carrying Pales- 
tinian pilgrims to Mecca and 
Medina. 

The launching of the air- 
lines was in accordance with 
a 1993 Palestinian-Israeli 
accord that granted the Pales- 
tinians limited autonomy in 
the West Bank aid the Gaza 
Strip. 

The Palestinians have been 
using Egypt’s Al Arish air- 
port because Israel has yer to 
agree to allow Palestinian air- 
craft to fly to the Dahaniya 
airport in Gaza. 

The Palestinians are 
opposed to Israeli demands 
for full control over security 
at Dahaniya aiiport The only 
aircraft granted landing rights 
there is President Yasser 
Arafat’s private aircraft. 

According to Palestine Civil Avi- 
ation Authority Director General 
Fayez Zeidaa the Moroccan gov- 
ernment is financing the Palestin- 
ian trainees* instruction. 

Jordan Civil Aviation Authority 
Director General Jaser Ziyad 
noted that the airline's operation 
was based on a Jordanian- Palestin- 
ian air transport agreements and 


staled that Jordan would offer its 
services to help the Palestinians 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority in this field. 

Mr. Zeidan travelled on the 


planes, arriving from Cairo, and 
expressed appreciation to Jordan 
for its support of the Palestinian 
people. 

Mr. Zeidan expressed the [ride 


of the Palestinian people in hunch- 
ing this first flishi to Jordan which, 
they said, marks the beginning of* 
close bilateral cooperation in civil 
aviation. 


Ministry of Supply to 
open ‘farmers markets’ 


Former Sri Lankan consul 
released on JD 20,000 bail 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Min- 
istry Of Supply Friday 
announced that it will open mar- 
ketplaces in which fanners can 
sell their produce directly to the 
public. 

However, it did not specify a 
date as to the inauguration of 
these marketplaces. 

According to ministry state- 
ment. these open markets will be 
first organised within the 
Amman Municipality which 
will provide basic services to the 
farmers who will be assigned 
special zones to sell their prod- 
ucts. 

This move came in response 
to public confusion regarding 
fruit and vegetable prices fol- 
lowing the floating of such. 

Fanners will be required to 
pay nominal fees for municipal- 
ity services, and the Ministry of 
Supply, acting in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment, will supervise the 
process to ensure chat product 
sales will, indeed, be a direct 
transaction and that the new 


arrangement will serve the inter- 
ests of farmers and consumers 
alike, the statement said. 

This will secure a higher 
income for fanners, who will 
not have to pay a middle party, 
and secure reasonable prices for 
consumers, it added. 

The ministry statement 
requested that fanners take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
improve their income and ensure 
that their products are sold for 
reasonable prices. 

Through an arrangement with 
the Amman Municipality, the 
ministry will allow farmers to 
sell their products in zones to be 
located adjacent to the whole- 
sale central marketplace in east- 
ern Amman. 

The state them was issued fol- 
lowing a meeting chaired by 
Minister of Supply Hani Mnlfci 
and attended by senior ministry 
officials and the director of the 
central market to discuss prices 
and ways to help farmers better 
benefit from their labour while 
guaranteeing reasonable prices 
for consumers. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Hon- 
orary Consul for Sri Lanka, 
Tawfiq Abu Khajil, cur- 
rently facing trial for the 
alleged sale of babies of Sri 
Lankan nationals, has been 
freed on JD 20.000 bail, 
lawyers said Thursday. 

Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Tbeishat said thai die Court 
of Appeals accepted his 
request and revoked two 
recent Criminal Court rul- 
ings to keep his client 
detained. 

In January, the Criminal 
Court resolved to. release 
the.former honorary consul 
on a JD 100,000 bail due to 
health problems. Howev- . 
er, the following week, the 
Court of Appeals ordered 
him re-detained. 

In addition to the charge 
of infant trafficking (illegal 
under a 192S law prohibit- 


ing slavery), Mr. Abu Kha- 
jil faces several other 
charges including forgery 
of documents and official 
seals, and illegal posses- 
sion of firearms and wire- 
less devices. 

Repeated bids to free Mr. 
Abu Khajil. who has been 
imprisoned for almost 13 
months, on bail have been 
rejected by the court more 
than 25 times, according to 
Attorney Tbeishat. 

Two other women are 
being tried on the same 
charges. They are Andrea 
Bustani, Mr. Abu KhajiTs 
secretary, who is being 
tried in absentia, and a Sri 
Lankan citizen. Anqurma 
G.L., who is accused of 
selling her baby. 

Mr. Abu Khajil was to be 
sentenced in March, but 
the Amman Criminal Court 
postponed his case twice 
for further revision. 

The same court is expect- 


ed to either issue a verdict 
on April 22. or postpone 
the case for further exami- 
nation. 

Mr. Abu Khajil was 
detained by authorities, 
shortly after airpert police 
stopped a Dutch couple, 
who were leaving the 
country with a child they 
considered to have adopt- 
ed. 

They were found to be in 
possession of forged docu- 
ments. 

In a separate case. Mr. 
Abu Khajil is on trial at the 
Criminal Court .on chasge^ 
of raping four ^Sri Lankan 
women. 

However, the four 
women changed their court 
testimonies, and have been 
transferred to the criminal 
prosecutor on peijury 
charges. 


I,' 
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set of recommendations 


.AMMAN (J.T.I — Partici- 
pants in a three-day 
international roundtable 
entitled “Equal Opportuni- 
ties: A Question of Rights 
and Humanity" Thursday 
concluded their meetings 
and adopted a set of recom- 
mendations designed to 
advance the status of 
woman. Participants 

described equality between 
men and women as a basic 
human right, provided for 
in the various constitutions 
of the participating coun- 
tries. 

They called for incorpo- 
rating this right in actual 
legislation. 

The articles of the Con- 
vention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimina- 
tion Against Women 
(CEDAW) ensure equality 
between men and women, 
and conference participants 
urged the countries which 
have not heretofore ratified 
the convention to do so 
immediately. 

To enhance women’s par- 


ticipation in political life, 
the conferees called for 
increasing women’s politi- 
cal awareness through edu- 
cation. 

They stressed the need tor 
increasing women’s partici- 
pation in Parliament, and 
for enabling them to 
assume senior positions in 
decision-making. 

Participants also suggest- 
ed the introduction of edu- 
cation in the school curricu- 
la to promote awareness of 
women’s rights. 

They stressed the media's 
role in promoting women’s 
rights and in changing atti- 
tudes towards women, as 
well as in eliminating the 
traditional negative stereo- 
types. 

Participants also recom- 
mended that women's 
organisations - maintain 
closer cooperation and 
coordination to influence 
policies and strategies on 
women-related issues. 

Participants to the round- 
table. organised by the Jor- 


dan National Committee 
for Women (JNCWj in 
cooperation with the 
International Movement for 
Rights and Humanity, have 
discussed several reports on 
the social and human rights 
of women, ensuring and 
enhancing gender equality 
through developing and 
revising legislation, 

increasing women’s partici- 
pation in political life and 
changing negative attitudes 
towards women. 

They also reviewed the 
experiences of some of the 
participating countries in 
enhancing women’s partici- 
pation in political and 
social life. 

Participating in the con- 
ference. financed by the 
British Overseas Develop- 
ment Agency, were several 
intellectuals. experts, 
human rights advocates, 
and representatives of stud- 
ies and research centres in 
17 countries. 


What’s Going On 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of products, for adults and children in celebration of Eid Al Adha, by Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation (NAFj at the NAF premis- 
es, oft' Wadi Saqra (Tel. 699141/2), until April 16. 

* Exhibition by the San Francisco-based Paiestinian-American architectural photog- 
rapher Said Hisbaro Nuseibeh entitled “The Farthest Mosque," until May 8. Also dis- 
playing works by contemporary Arab artists. 

* Paintings by Vian Shamounki at the Jordan Plastic Art-Association, Jabal Weibdeh. 
until April 25 (Tel. 623297). 

* Paintings by Yassin Al Mobammadani at the Orient Gallery, Sbraeisani (Tei. 
681303/4), until April 2S. 


* Paintimts by Patricia Ch&relain at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
April 27. • 



Arab American displays 
heritage through his art 

By Jeffrey Buckley 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a gallery among tbe garden terraces of Jabal Weib- 
deh ’s Darat AJ Funun, Arab- American amst. Said Nuseibeh. is dis- 
playing a collection of 40 of his photographic works, depicting the 
Islamic architecture of Jerusalem. 

The golden canopied Dome of the Rock, built in the year 692 by 
Abdul Malik Ben Marwan. takes centre stage in this exhibit as the 
artist reveals many angles of the exterior as well as the rarely pho- 
tographed mosque interior. 

■The Dome of the Rock reached out and pulled me closer — ii cap- 
tured me," the artist said in an interview with the Jordan Tiroes Thurs- 
day. 

It is a building of peace, he maintained, and pointed out as to bow 
its architect harmonised Heienist, Byzantinian and Saicic styles to 
create the structure. 

“The role of an artist is to encourage the aesthetic in spite of poli- 
tics." Mr. Nuseibeh argued in reference to the modem-day controver- 
sy surrounding the holy city of Jerusalem. 

He emphasised the importance of beauty and how easily it is over- 
looked os today's media regularly focuses on violence and hatred. 
■The newspapers don’t talk about the spiritual aspect,” he said. 

Mr. Nuseibeh did not claim to be free of political intent, however. 
“It’s important for my community to have a voice,” be asserted. 

His political message, a call for the world to understand his com- 
munity through an, is peaceful. 

“What I do has noching to do with violence." he said. “My job as 
an artist is to nurture.” 

Mr. Nuseibeh explained that be sometimes lakes hours setting up 
and waiting for proper lighting before placing an image on film. 

As a pacifist, the artist said he doesn’t “shoot” photos but “creates” 
them. He maintained that shooting can only describe a violent act “I 
want to change the English language.” 

Mr. Nuseibeh expressed a desire for his people to have a mode of 
communication through popular art He combines the ancient cultur- 
al tradition of Islamic architecture with the modem medium of pho- 
tography. 

“Architecture is human — it is stone and glass and steel and struc- 
ture but it is [alsoj necessarily a reflection of the humanity that creat- 
ed it,” he explains. The care involved in Mr. Nuseibeb’s photographs 
of the Dome of the Rock demonstrates this humanity as well. 

Mr. Nuseibeh is accredited with the first complete photographic 
layout of the holy site — a project co-sponsored by the Palestine Wel- 
fare Association of Geneva and the Institute for Advanced Study of 
Princeton. 

Out of his home studio in San Francisco, the forty-year old artist 
works with practising architects of the Bay Area but said be would 
welcome any further opportunity to venture to the land where his her- 
itage lies to complete more such projects here. 

Since age 13 be has loved photography, naming Ruth Bernhard, of 
the West Coast school, as one of his main influences. 

He has spent time perfecting his devotion on and off in the past 
twenty years in Arab Jerusalem, combining his an with the art of his 
ancestors. 

The photographs of the current exhibit as well as many others can 
be seen in the artist's book, ‘The Dome of the Rock.” 

Mr. Nuseibeh’s exhibit at Darat al Funun on Jabal Weibdeh will 
continue until May 8. 


IAF calls for foreign and domestic 
monitors in parliamentary elections 


By Khalil Shobaki 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) has called 
on the government to allow 
Jordanian, Arab and foreign 
observers to monitor forth- 
coming parliamentary elec- 
tions. due to be held in 
November this year. 

IAF Secretary General 
Ishaq Farhan maintained that 
electoral integrity hinges on 
guarantees provided by the 
government, including the 
issuance of a magnetic elec- 
tion identity card which 
would contain a national reg- 
istration number. 

He also requested the allo- 
cation of specific polling and 
vote-counting centres to avoid 
election rigging, which, he 
said, might happen during the 
process of moving ballot 
boxes. 

Dr. Farhan stressed that the 
IAF does not contest the 
integrity of Abdul SaJam 
Majali’s government How- 
ever, he maintained "imbal- 
ances” in the 1993 elections 
during Dr. Majali’s tenure. 

The IAF has stated that it 
will participate in elections at 
the end of this month follow- 
ing a meeting of the IAF Con- 
sultation Council. 

Special committees have 
been formed and are prepar- 
ing for the elections. Dr. 


Farhan added. 

He eliminated the possibili- 
ty of joining with leftist or 
nationalist groups, citing the 
one-person, one-vote system, 
which he deemed “uncivilised 
and unconstitutional’, as justi- 
fication for not doing so. 
However, he added, the IAF 
will support nationalist candi- 
dates in districts where there 
are no IAF candidates. 

Dr. Farhan accused current 
and previous governments of 
obstructing efforts to correct 
imbalances in administrative 
divisions and suggested that 
three seats be allocated to 
each district. 

He suggested increasing 
seats in tbe Lower House of 
Parliament to 100 in fairness 
to the governoraies of Amman 
and Zarqa 

Jordanian opposition parties 
Thursday sent a memorandum 
to Dr. Majali in which they 
requested that the government 
respect human rights and 
called on tbe government not 
to interfere in public free- 
doms. including freedom of 
expression and freedom of the 
press. 

According to an article in 
the Arabic daily AJ Ra’i. they 
stated that doing , so would 
enhance Jordan’s democratic 
experience. 

They also requested that the 
government deal with politi- 
cal parties as national institu- 


tions and cease harassment of 
party members, according to 
Al Ra’i. 

These parties also criticised 
the present interim election 
law, which has been in force 
for S years, saying that it is 
time to approve a standing 
election Jaw, allowing people 
to elect their representatives. 
"This can only be achieved 
through a national dialogue 
between various categories of 
people, including civil institu- 
tions, public servants, intel- 
lectuals. thinkers, writers and 
journalists " 

They also criticised the one- 
person. one-vote system, 
maintaining that “it helps the 
government to form the 
House of its wishes." 

These parties also requested 
that the government enhance 
ties with other Arab countries, 
particularly Syria and Iraq, 
while severing political and 
economic Lies with Israel. A I 
Ra’i reported. 

The memo was signed by 
IAF representatives, as well 
as the Baath Progressive 
Party, the Jordan Communist 
Party, the National Action 
Front, the Jordan Arab Ansar 
Party, the Jordan Unionist 
Democratic Party, the Jordan 
Socialist Baath Party, the Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party, the 
Jordan Arab Constitutional 
Party and the National Labour 
Party. 


Men arrested for uncle’s stoning death 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police announced that 
they have arrested two brothers suspected 
of stoning their 60-year-old uncie to death 
in the Amman National Park, official 
sources said. 

The source, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that the two brothers, iden- 
tified only as Abdullah A.. 41, and Fouad, 
27, confessed Wednesday to stoning their 
uncle, Abdullah Mohammad, over a feud 
regarding property ownership. 

The source stated that on Tuesday, the 


three men headed to the park, located next 
to Queen Alia International Airport High- 
way, and began to argue about ownership 
of land and horses. 

“The argument became heated and turned 
into a fight.” the source told the Jordan 
Times. “The two brothers stoned him to 
death.” 

An autopsy performed on Mr. Moham- 
mad indicated that he died from internal 
bleeding and a skull fracture. 

Police are investigating the incident. 




4 World News; 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 12, 1997 



Rebellion spreads in southern 
Albania amid political impasse 


TIRANA (AFP) — The in- 
surrection in southern Al- 
bania spread Tuesday with 
at least three more towns set 
lo fall into rebel hands 
while the government and 
opposition sought a joint 
solution out of the crisis. 

Local television said riot- 
ers had captured three mili- 
tary barracks late Monday 
near Gramsh. about 100 
kilometres south of the cap- 
ital. but the town, which has 
a weapons factory'- had not 
yet fallen into rebel hands. 

The towns of Fieri. Lu- 
shnja and Ardcnica were 
also threatened although the 
situation was reported to be 
calm in all three Tuesday. 

In Gjirukastra. looters for 
the first time attacked gov- 
ernment buildings, includ- 
ing the hospital. Witnesses 
reached by phone from 
Athens said hooded men 
stole large amounts of med- 
icine from the hospital, 
which had recently received 
an aid shipment from 
Greece. 

The witnesses .said the 
looters then went to an old 
age home where they took 
blankets, beds, clothes and 
food, before moving on the 
hotels, where they seized 
food and all the linen. 

The rebel advances, which 
have left them in control of 
nearlv one fourth of the 


country, come as President 
Sali Berisha struggles to 
patch up relations with the 
opposition. 

But some observers said 
his move may be too late in 
the day as even the opposi- 
tion appears to have little 
influence on the rioters 
whose anti-government pro- 
tests in January' against 
failed investment schemes 
quickly escalated into a full- 
blown armed rebellion. 

At least 40 people have 
been killed in the last week. 

In Vlore. the southern port 
from where the insurrection 
snowballed, one resident 
told AFP Tuesday that peo- 
ple would not surrender the 
weapons they had stolen 
from army barracks as long 
as Mr. Berisha remained in 
power and as long as they 
were not reimbursed for the 
money they lost in the failed 
Pyramid schemes. 

“They will not surrender 
their weapons as long as the 
government has not an- 
swered to their political and 
economic demands/’ he 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

But Mr. Berisha, who 
declared a state of emer- 
gency last week, has stead- 
fastly refused to resign and 
is unlikely to reimburse 
those bilked by the fraudu- 
lent schemes as his govern- 


ment is broke. 

He was to meet again with 
the opposition Tuesday in a 
bid to reach agreement on a 
candidate for the premier- 
ship, the head of the Social 
Democratic Party said. 

Social Democratic Party 
leader Skender Gjinushi 
said Mr. Berisha and the 
■ opposition have been un- 
. able to reach compromise 
on a neutral candidate who 
is not implicated in the so- 
cial crisis. 

A similar meeting bet- 
ween the two sides Monday 
ended overnight wirhout 
/uiy agreement. 

Mr. Berisha at the week- 
end buckled under weeks of 
Jocal and international pres- 
sure to forge a deal with the 
apposition to end the upris- 
ing that threatens to engulf 
the country in civil war. 

He agreed to share out mi- 
nisury posts with the opposi- 
tion but the rebels said that 
while they welcomed the 
move they still wanted him 
to step down. 

One rebel group in the 
southern flashpoint town of 
Vlore pledged “to ensure 
public order with a phased 
return to administrative nor- 
mality.” 

Their pledge was signed 
at a meeting with the Italian 
ambassador to Tirana and 
miaranteed in return inter- 


national aid, the Italian 
News Agency ’ANSA re- 
ported in Rome. 

The agreement also called 
for guarantees that Mr. Be- 
risha’s climbdown be imp- 
lemented “properly, rapidly 
and peacefully." 

In Strasbourg, France, The 
Council of Europe, which 
safeguards democracy and 
human rights, urged Alban- 
ians Tuesday to hand over 
arms and weapons without 
delay. 

Finnish Foreign Minister 
Taija Haionen, who chairs 
the 40-member council’s 
committee of ministers, 
welcomed the agreement 
reached between Albanian 
President Sali Berisha and 
political parties. 

“The Council of Europe 
joins in the urgent appeal to 
all Albanians to abandon 
violence and to band over 
arms and weapons without 
delay, so as to allow the rule 
of law to prevail and de- 
mocracy to function," Ms. 
Haionen said in a statement 

“The Council of Europe is 
ready to go ahead with its 
assistance programmes for 
Albania, adapting them to 
the important tasks ahead 
concerning the future con- 
stitution. the elections and 
improvements in the field of 
justice and law enforce- 
ment,” she said. 


Mine blast kills 89 in Central China 


BEIJING. (AFP) — An ex- 
plosion that ripped through 
j private coal mine in Cen- 
tral China has left 89 people 
dead and another nine in- 
jured. in one of the coun- 
try's worst-ever mining dis- 
asters. local officials said 
Tuesday. 

The March 4 blast at a 
mine in Henan province’s 
Lushan county prompted 
the provincial government 
to announce a major crack- 
down. aimed at closing 
down all unlicensed or 
unsafe mines by mid- April. 

It was the worst mining 
accident in Henan's history. 

As an initial response, all 
100 mines in Lushan have 
been closed temporarily 
pending the results of an 
investigation into the causes 
of the disaster, said Yuan 
Zhoukan of the county's 
emergency services. 

The three owners of the 
mine have been detained 
following the explosion, 
Mr. Yuan told AFP by tele- 
phone. A report in Hong 


Kong earlier said the own- 
ers had fled, fearing repri- 
sals. 

’There was a single ex- 
plosion in one of the three 
small tunnels within the 
mine, but two other tunnels 
immediately collapsed as 
well," Mr. Yuan said. 

The initial death toll had 
been 86. but three more mi- 
ners had died of their in- 
juries, he added. 

The disaster was the latest 
in a long series of large- 
scale mining accidents ac- 
ross China, most of them ar 
small, private mines — ma- 
ny of them unlicenced — 
that completely ignore state 
safety regulations. 

A circular issued immedi- 
ately by the provincial gov- 
ernment in Zhengzhou, or- 
dered a survey of every sin- 
gle mine in the province, 
with all unregisiered opera- 
tions to be closed down by 
March 15. 

Mines that possess valid 
licences, but are found to 
violate safety reculations. 


must be dosed by April 15. 

“No stone must be left 
unturned.” the circular said, 
warning all mine owners 
that they would be held res- 
ponsible for any accidents 
resulting from safety short- 
cuts. 

“We must not allow safety 
to be sacrificed on the altar 
of profit." it said, adding 
that licencing authorities 
who authorise mines with- 
out checking their safety 
standards would also be 
punished. 

Meanwhile. Henan Vice- 
Governor Li Zhibin warned 
that no attempt should be 
made to cover up accidents. 

“Those who are found to 
have hidden the facts, or 
those trying to flee their res- 
ponsibilities. will be severe- 
ly punished." Mr. Li was 
quoted as saying by the He- 
nan Daily. 

In January, 31 people 
were killed and four seri- 
ously injured in an explo- 
sion in a coal mine near 
Yima. also in Henan, while 


in November, 114 people 
were killed in a coal mine 
explosion in the northern 
province of Shanxi. 

Industrial accidents in 
China claimed more than 
18,000 lives in 1995. with 
the mining industry accoun- 
ting for most deaths. 

In the first eight months of 
1996. some 7,610 people 
were killed in 5,411 sepa- 
rate mining accidents. 

According to a report re- 
leased by the Ministry of 
Labour last year, the alarm- 
ing death toll was largely 
the result of a flouting of 
security procedures and a 
lack of government actioa 
against illegal mines. 

In fact, the number of fa- 
talities is probably far high- 
er than the official toll be- 
cause “some mine owners ... 
even tried to hide accidents 
from the authorities ” the re- 
port said, adding that 
around 25 per cent of acci- 
dents took place at unli- 
cenced mines. 


U.S. strongly backs new Mexican drug czar 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States Monday 
threw ils support behind 
Mexico's new aim-drug 
c/ar and said the appoint - 
mcni strengthened President 
Bill Clinton’s case for certi- 
fying Mexico as an ally in 
the war on drugs. 

Mr. Clinton defended his 
Feb. 2S decision to certify 
Mexico and vowed to con- 
vince the U.S. Congress to 
back his position. 

President Ernesto Zedillo 
named Mariano Herran Sal- 
liitti. a little known lawyer, 
to head Mexico's anti -nar- 
cotics effort. He replaces 
Gen. Jesus Gutierrez Rebol- 


lo, who was abruptly jailed 
on charges he was in the pay 
of Mexico’s (op drug lord. 

His unrest w as announced 
by Mexico on Feb. IS as 
Mr. Clinton was weighing 
whether to recertify Mexico 
as an ally in the drug war 
despite claims of corruption 
and lack of cooperation 
among Mexican law en- 
forcement agencies. 

The scandal caused an 
uproar in Washington, 
where members of Cong- 
ress said it showed how far 
traffickers had penetrated 
the Mexican government. A 
U.S. House of Representa- 
tives committee voted last 


week to overturn Mr. Clin- 
ton’s certification finding 
and the foil house is to vote 
later this week. 

'Tm going to do my best 
to persuade the Congress 
that we’re right." Mr. Clin- 
ton said at a joint White 
House news conference 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

•Mr. Clinton said he be- 
lieved the Mexican govern- 
ment was cooperating, not- 
ing the arrest of Gen. Gu- 
tierrez Re hollo. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said 
the appointment of Mr. Her- 
ran Salvatti to succeed the 


jailed general should dispel 
any doubts about the deci- 
sion to certify Mexico. 

"We think it’s a highly 
significant appointment 
which ought to be wel- 
comed by the detractors of 
our president's policy,” Mr. 
Bums said. "We have ab- 
solute trust and confidence 
in President Zedillo ... He 
has chosen this man person- 
ally.” 

Mr. Bums hoped the an- 
nouncement “will convince 
those in Congress and those 
around the country ... that 
President Zedillo's commit- 
ment to wage the war against 
narcotics is genuine.” 


Juppe bids to boost women in French politics 


PARIS tAFPj — Prime Mi- 
nister Alain Juppe was to 
propose amending the 
French constitution Tuesday 
to boost women’s role in 
politics, in particular to 
counter France s lamentably 
low proportion of female 
MPs. officials said. 

The French premier was 
to outline draft legislation in 
an unprecedented debate in 
the National Assembly ex- 
pected to focus notably on 
the controversial option of 
introducing quotas for wo- 
men MPs. 

The move by Mr. Juppe is 
seen by some observers as a 
blatant bid to woo the fe- 
male vote ahead of legisla- 
tive ballots next spring. 

Government spokesman 
Alain Lumassoure con- 
firmed that Mr. Juppe was 
"determined to go as far as 
possible” in reforming poli- 
tical structures to encourage 
more women to run for of- 
fice. 

"Alter all the words and 
ideas, we must take action,” 


Mr. Juppe told a cabinet 
meeting, according to La- 
massourc. 

Mr. Juppe met with mem- 
bers of a government com- 
mission on male-female pa- 
rity last week and told them 
he would outline in the de- 
bate a series of voluntary 
measures to boost the num- 
ber of women in French po- 
litical life. 

France rates lamentably 
low in world terms for 
including women in politi- 
cal life with currently only 
two female ministers and 
two secretaries of state in 
the 32-strong government. 

That represents just 12.5 
per cent, one of the lowest 
levels in the 15-strong Eu- 
ropean Union way behind 
the 50 per cent of front -run- 
ning Sweden. In a European 
league table it comes 21st, 
behind Turkey. 

Out of 577 deputies in the 
National Assembly, there 
are only 32 women. 5.5 per 
cent of the total, again much 
lower than in other EU 


countries. On a local level, 
only five per cent of 
France’s 36.000 mayors are 
women. 

But in a country with 
France's reputation, the de- 
bate on sexual equality’ has. 
perhaps understandably, ta- 
ken a long time to mature. 

The Socialists, who are 
hoping that next spring's 
legislative ballots will re- 
verse their routing in 1993 
elections, were first off the 
mark in the current upsurge 
of discussion of female-ori- 
ented reform. 

They vowed to introduce 
a quota system to make wo- 
men at least a third of So- 
cialist candidates in next 
spring's ballot?. A list of 
1 67 constituencies — out of 
555 nationwide — reserved 
for women has been drawn 
up. 

Mr. Juppe's rightwing go- 
vernment was initially 
scornful of the Socialists’ 
move. Jean -Francois Man- 
cel. secretary-general of Mr. 
Juppe’s Gaullist Rally for 


the Republic (RPR) Party, 
accused them of "sending 
women kamikaze-like to the 

front line in constituencies 
where no-one on the left 
wants them. 

But 1 2 months away from 
an election, and amid record 
low poll ratings. Mr. Juppe 
has been forced to act, cyn- 
ics say. 

The idea of quotas contin- 
ues to fuel controversy, 
even among the Socialists 
who have agreed to iL 

According to a poll pub- 
lished in the daily Le 
Monde. 60 per cent of MPs 
are against quotas — inclu- 
ding 22 of the 32 female 
deputies in the National 
Assembly. 

Socialist Mayor Yvette 
Roudy said: “Even in the 
Socialist Party, which is 
making an effort, if they are 
beaten in the legislative 
elections, some people will 
blame it on the women can- 
didates.’’ 


A group of Al banian s cover their ears while a man (centre) fires off several rounds from a rifle taken from the army 
barracks in BeraL Albania’s revolt spread through most of the south of the country ^Monday, as the army puked 
back in disarray and rebels ignored a political deal thrashed out by President Sab Berisha and the opposition 
(Reuter photo) 


Colombian 
court rules 
in disputed 
treasure case 

BOGOTA (R) — A court 
has ruled that 50 per cent of 
a multibiJ lion -dollar trea- 
sure that sank aboard a 
Spanish galleon off Colom- 
bia's coast in 1708 belongs 
to the U.S. company that 
discovered it. the compa- 
ny's lawyer said. Monday. 

The lawyer, Danilo De- 
vis, said the company 
would appeal the ruling 
handed down Friday by a 
Superior Court judge in the 
Caribbean port city of Bar- 
ranquilla, however, on 
grounds that most or ail of 
the treasure scattered ac- 
ross the sea floor was in an 
area j'ust outside Colom- 
bia’s 19 kilomtres territori- 
al limit 

International Law of the 
Sea stipulates that a coun- 
try can only lay claim to 
natural resources, such as 
oil. found within its 321 
kilometres exclusive eco- 
nomic zone. Mr. Devis told 
Reuters. 

“Treasure logically is not 
a natural resource," he 
added, saying Cayman Is- 
lands -based Sea Search Ar- 
mada would continue in- 
sisting that it is the rightful 
owner of 100 per cent of 
the treasure. 

The Colombian govern- 
ment, which has also an- 
nounced plans to appeal 
Friday’s ruling, argues char 
only 5 per cent of the trea- 
sure should go to Sea 
Search Armada, Mr. Devis 
said. 

Friday's ruling was the 
third to be handed down in 
the case of the San Jose, 
which sank in a battle with 
the English navy off Car- 
tagena 289 years ago. 

The Barranquilia court, 
adhering to a previous rul- 
ing handed down in July 
1994, said the treasure 
should be the target of a 
50-50 split, regardless of 
whether it lay inside or out- 
side the 12-mile limit 

Mr. Devis said the trea- 
sure. mostly gold and pre- 
cious stones valued at any- 
where between S3 billion 
and S10 billion, sits nearly 
280 metres below the sur- 
face in an area off Colom- 
bia's Islas Del Rosario 
islands. 

In a possible Catch 22 sit- 
uation. which could ulti- 
mately prevent Sea Search 
Armada from recovering 
the treasure, he noted that 
much of it had long since 
been locked under coral 
reefs and that it would 
require operations of surgi- 
cal precision to remove it 
without harming the coral. 

Sea Search Armada was 
founded by 100 investors, 
each of whom put up 
$100,000 in initial Financ- 
ing to comb the treasure- 
filled waters of the Carib- 
bean. according to Mr. 
Devis. He said the late U.S. 
actor Michael Landon was 
among founding members 
of the company, which has 
been suing to win control 
over the San Jose loot since 
1989. 


U.N. Afghan envoy vices optimism 
for release of French aid workers 


KABUL. I AFP) — United 
Nations Afghan envoy 
Norberr Holl Tuesday ex- 
pressed optimism for the 
safe release of the two 
French aid workers impris- 
oned by the Taleban in Ka- 
bul. 

"Not in terms of hours or 
days, no,” said Mr. Holl, 
bead of the U.N. Special 
Mission to Afghanistan 
(UNSMA), after meeting 
the Taleban authorities and 
visiting the prisoners. 

Mr. Holl raised the issue 
of the release of the two 
Frenchmen during a morn- 
ing meeting with Mullah 
Mohammad" Rabbani, lea- 
der of the Taleban's ruling 
council in Kabul. 

"I was promised that they 
will deal with it in the near 
future ” Mr. Holl added. 

“And I have the feeling 
that they will do it in the 
spirit of clemency,” the 
U.N. envoy elaborated. 

Mr. Holl said the purpose 
of his one-day visit to Kabul 
was nor specifically to seek 
the release of the French- 
men. He had already raised 
the issue during an earlier 
visit to the Taleban head- 
quarters in the southern pro- 
vincial capital Kandahar, he 
added. 

Mr. Holl visited the down- 
town Sedarat prison where 


the two Frenchmen from the 
humanitarian relief agency 
Action • Contre La Faim 
(ACF) have been held for 
the past 18 days on charges 
of violating shariat or Is- 
lamic law. 

He said the two ACF 
workers; Frederic Michel 
and Jose Daniel Liorente, 
were “in remarkably good 
shape" and the U.N. envoy 
promised to telephone their 
families with news of his 
visit. 

“I told ihem not only the 
French government was 
very keen on getting them 
free but also the U.N., par- 
ticularly the Security Coun- 
cil,” Mr. Holl added. 

Mr. Holl was given the 
red carpet treatment at Se- 
darat prison; a magenta 
coloured Afghan rug had 
been specially laid on the 
cell floor for his visit. 

Mr. Michel and Mr. Lio- 
rente have been well looked 
after by the Taleban. who 
allow regular visits from the 
expatriate community in 
Kabul, who are free to bring 
gifts of food and books. 

Their “cell” is a second- 
storey office, admittedly 
with bars on the single win- 
dow but the rickety wooden 
door is seldom locked and 
they may use the toilet in 
the corridor. 


The Taleban gave Mr. 
Holl no exact date when the 
two Frenchmen might be 
released, even if they gave 
the impression of adopting a 
softer posture regarding the 
alleged violations. 

"I do not feel discouraged,” 
Mr. Holl said guardedly. 

The two ACF workers 
were arresred by the Tale- 
ban on six charges of violat-. 
ing Shariat, which now* j 
stand at illegal mixing with 
Afghan women. 

The two Frenchmen were 
arrested during a farewell 
lunch for three expatriate 
acf women, which was at- 
tended by 60 Afghan wo- 
men employee guests. The 
men were in the same com- 
pound but separate build- 
ings at the time. - 

The ultra-fundamentalist 
Taleban who captured Ka- 
bul Sept. 27. 1997, have 
imposed a strictly enforced 
version of Shariat on the 
two-thirds of Afghanistan 
that they now control. 

The Taleban are particu- 
larly sensitive that Afghan 
women should lead segre- 
gated and secluded lives, 
which is why the case of the 
two Frenchmen — initially 
charged with cavorting with 
"half-naked” Afgban wo- 
men — excited so much 
furore. 


CIA agent expelled by Germany 
was working on third country 


WASHINGTON. <R) — 
The CIA officer who was 
recently ordered out of 
Germany was collecting in- 
formation on a third coun- 
try. probably Iran, the Wa- 
shington Post reported in 
Tuesday editions, quoting 
U.S. intelligence sources. 

The German magazine 
Spiegel said Monday that 
the American diplomat had 
been caught trying to recruit 
senior officials from Bonn’s 
Economics Ministry and 
trying to obtain information 
on what it called "high-tech 
projects.” 

But U.S. sources told the 


Post the agent was expelled 
to emphasise a new demand 
that it be kept informed of 
Central Intelligence Agency 
operations inside its bor- 
ders, not because of anger 
that Washington was gath- 
ering economic intelli- 
gence. 

One administration source 
told the newspaper the tar- 
get of the agent’s work was 
not Germany, but “a third 
country.” 

Other intelligence sources 
said the CIA had actively 
used Germany over the 
years to carry out operations 
against Libya and Iran. 


The newspaper quoted a 
U.S. State Department offi- 
cial as saying the event 
would not spoil relations 
between Germany and the 
United States, although the 
official added that the mat- 
ter was not settled yet 

The Post said CIA offi- 
cials in Washington were 
puzzled as to why the CIA 
officer was selected since 
his activities were open and 
not clandestine. 

“This put the CIA on no- 
tice that the Germans want 
more progress," one source 
told the paper. 


Ramos bans showing of 
Filipina maid’s life story 


J 


MANILA (AFP) — Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos Tuesday banned a movie on 
Filipina maid Sarah Balabagan's ordeal in 
the United Arab Emirates, saying it could 
upset ties between Manila and Abu Dhabi, 
officials said. 

The film tells the life story of 19-year-old 
Balabagan, a Filipino Muslim girl who was 
saved by a royal pardon from a firing squad 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), where 
she was convicted for the 1994 stabbing 
death of her Arab employer whom she said 
had attempted to rape her. 

Presidential Executive Secretary Ruben 
Torres said he received a fax from Mr. 
Ramos, who is currenly visiting Bahrain, 
ordering him to “take all the necessary- 
actions to defer the public showing of the 
said movie due to anticipated extremely 
negative impact” on bilateral ties. 

He said it could also lead to “risk of fail- 
ure in negotiations to save John Aquino ” a 
Filipino who has appealed his death sen- 
tence before the UAE Supreme Court for 


the killing of an Indian fellow worker, and 
other Filipinos hoping for clemency. 

The ban coincided with a temporary 
restraining order issued by a lower court 
Tuesday. The temporary ban would be in 
effect pending a court ruling on the petition 
of a Muslim group who said the movie 
offended their Islamic faith. 

The movie, produced by Viva Films, was 
scheduled to be shown in Manila theatres 
Wednesday. The producers were not avail- 
able for comment. 

Foreign Department Undersecretary 
Leonides Caday, who had seen the film, 
said in a report to Mr. Ramos that the movie 
portrayed the UAE judicial system “in a 
bad light." 

Mr. Caday also described the scene where 
Ms. Balabagan was given 100 lashes as v 
“exaggerated" because it showed a burly male 
jailguard hitting Sarah with a Large stick- 

“Ordinarily, if the inmate is female, a 
female guard will do the lashins,” Mr. 
Caday said. 
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tilled Four charts released on March 10 show the best places to look for Comet Hale-Bopp in North America in the March 

itioi) morning sky (early March, top left; late March, top right) and the March evening sky (early March, bottom left; 

late March, bottom right) The two-tailed comet already visible to the naked eye in much of the northern hemi- 
sphere, could be one of the brightest comets ever, shedding light on how the Earth's oceans formed (Reuter photo) 

n Comet Hale-Bopp could give clue to Earth’s oceans 


WASHINGTON ( R) — Two-tailed comet Hale-Bopp, 
already visible to the naked eye in much of the northern 
hemisphere, could be one of the brightest comets ever, 
shedding light on how the Earth’s oceans formed. 

"You can’t miss it. It looks like a comet/’ Astronomer 
Paul Feldman of Johns Hopkins University said Monday 
after his first non-telescope view of the brilliant white 
smudge in the pre-dawn northeast sky. 

Mr. Feldman said he got up early and looked out over a 
large rural body of water to see Hale-Bopp, but probably 
did not have to: He later saw it after the sun rose from the 
parking lot of a well-lit convenience store. 

'This is not a hard object to see,” said comet expert 
Michael Mummo of NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Centre 
in suburban Maryland. “Anybody in any major city in the 
world, presuming they're not looking directly into a street 
light, can see this comet.” 

That is not quite true yet: Viewers in Australia and 
extreme southern South America will not get a good look 
until after April 1. 

But in the northern hemisphere, this week should be 
prime viewing time because the predawn sky will be moon- 
less until March 19 and the comet will also be visible in the 
early evening sky. At this point. Hale-Bopp never sets at 
some northern latitudes, including Alaska and Scandinavia. 

Hale-Bopp is already brighter than comet Hyakutake. 
which streaked across the sky a year ago. according to Sky 
Telescope, an astronomy magazine that operates a hotline 
and website for late-breaking celestial news. 

The comet's gassy tail takes up 20 degrees of the sky. Sky 
Telescope said, which is about twice the size of a human 
fist held at arm’s length and viewed against the heavens. 


Hale-Bopp has another tail as well, a curved, shorter 
smudge made up of dust. 

What is not visible to unaided eyes on Earth is Hale- 
Bopp’s icy heart, a 40.23 kilometres wide core more than 
10 times the size of the average comet and four times the 
size of the storied Halley’s comet. 

Unlike Hyakutake, a much smaller, dimmer comet that 
gave a great show because it came within 14.48 million 
kilometres of earth. Hale-Bopp will not get any closer than 
196.3 million kilometres at its closest pass, on March 23- 
24. 

Hale-Bopp — the name comes from its discoverers, Alan 
Hale and Thomas Bopp. who first spotted it in 1995 — has 
the potential to give clues to the earliest moments of the 
solar system, Mr. Feldman said by telephone. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is 
launching a series of so-called sounding* rockets that wifi 
rise above Earth's atmosphere to gauge the composition of 
the comet and then parachute back down, Mr. Feldman 
said. 

It could help confirm what many scientists already 
believe: That water on Eanb came from comets thar hit 
Earth's surface. The comets’ frozen core melted to form 
oceans, according to the theory. 

If the rocket data show the same trace elements present in 
the world's oceans are also present in Hale-Bopp. this could 
go a long way toward proving the tbeoiy, Mr. Mumma said 
by telephone. 

Earth-based telescopes can get some great views of Hale- 
Bopp, but the Hubble space telescope will hol The comet’s 
path brings it too dose to the sun and Hubble's mechanisms 
are not equipped to “look” directly into the sun. 


Mongolian soldiers starving on Russian border 


ULAN BATOR (AFP) — 
Soldiers stationed in Mon- 
golia's Hinterlands are 
threatened by starvation, 
due to a lack of rations and 
inadequate medical support, 
a report said Tuesday. 

Their plight came to light 
when 32 soldiers serving in 
Sukh Bator province on the 
border with Russia had to 
be flown to Ulan Bator ear- 
ly last month suffering from 
severe malnutrition and 
weight loss and close to 
death. 

According to the weekly 


Ulan Bator Post, the direc- 
tor of the capital’s army 
hospital. Ayush, described 
the men's condition as “like 
pictures I've seen of those 
who survived World War II 
concentration camps.” 

AH but two of the soldiers 
are still too ill to be released 
from hospital, the newspa- 
per said, adding that some 
had reportedly lost 60 per 
cent of their body weight 
“There are many soldiers 
still based in Sukh Bator 
who are starving," Mr. 
Ayush said, adding: “1 can’t 


imagine how they are sup- 
posed to protect our nation- 
al borders in this state.” 

According to the soldiers, 
almost no preparations had 
been made for supplying 
adequate rations to their 
barracks during the winter, 
during most of which they 
lived almost entirely on 
cabbage soup. 

Already serious health 
problems were exacerbated 
by an outbreak of dysentery 
in the barracks, and the sol- 
diers own military doctors 
have been accused of fail- 


ing to treat their charges. 

“Essential time was lost,” 
Mr. Ayush said, adding that 
a new group of doctors had 
been sent to Sukh Bator to 
monitor the condition of the 
remaining soldiers. 

According to the newspa- 
per, soldiers have come for- 
ward in the past to complain 
about lack of food and fuel, 
but the army argues they 
have insufficient funds to 
provide for those doing 
their one year’s military ser- 


Spanish jail psychologist killed in ETA attack 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain 
(R) — A Spanish prison 
psychologist was shot three 
times in the head and killed 
in an attack apparently by 
ETA separatist rebels in the 
Basque city of San Sebas- 
tian Tuesday, officials said. 

Javier Garcia EJosegui. 
37. died shortly after being 
taken to hospital after the 


8.15 a.m. (0715 GMT) at- 
tack. 

Basque police detained one 
of the two hooded attackers, a 
member of an ETA (Basque 
Homeland and Freedom ) 
command, according to the 
Interior Ministry, and seized 
his pistol. 

The other attacker, a wo- 
man. fled the scene — a 


street corner in the centre of 
the northern resort city. 

ETA. which has killed 
some 800 people since start- 
ing a Basque independence 
drive in 1968. kidnapped 
another prison worker more 
than a year ago and has 
been holding him to try to 
pressure the government 
into changing its prison pol- 


icy. 

The guerrillas have 
stepped up their violent 
activity since the start of the 
year, killing six people 
including a supreme court 
judge. 

Police in San Sebastian 
said they were interrogating 
the man, who was identified 
as Pedro Elejalde. 


World health body warns against human cloning 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Tuesday called the cloning of human beings et&i-, 
rally “unacceptable” but said opposition to the science 
should not lead to an indiscriminate ban on all replication 

procedures. ... . , 

“WHO considers the use of cloning for the replication or 
human individuals to be ethically unacceptable as it would 
violate some of the basic principles which govern medical- 
ly assisted procreation.” WHO Director-General Hiroshi 
Nakajima said in a statement 
“These include respect for the dignity of the human being 
and protection of the security of human genetic material. 

The statement is the first issued by the WHO following 
the successful cloning of the sheep Dolly in a Scottish lab- 
oratory. a development that has rocked the global scientific 

community. , , . , „ 

Dollv. a seven-month-old sheep created from a single cel 
of a ewe’s mammary gland, is the world s first adult animal 

clone. u 

The WHO said a special scientific group would review 
the issue of cloning at its next meeting on April i 23 to -5. 

Mr. Nakajima vetoed an '‘indiscriminate ban on all 
cloning procedures and research." saying the cloning of 
human cell lines "is a routine procedure that aided diagno- 
sis and research into diseases such as cancer. 

"Animal cloning also offers opportunities to advance bio- 
medical research on diagnosis and treatment of diseases 
affecting human beings.” 


Urging scientists to be cautious in their research, the 
WHO said it planned to take the lead in organising a broad 
debate on the subject. 

“Our objective would be to help assess current needs and 
practices, to review available techniques and procedures, 
and to help build consensus on the technical and ethical 
safeguards to be applied,” Mr. Nakajima said. 

The first of the consultations w ill take place at the begin- 
ning of April in Bangkok. Mr. Nakajima said. 

A WHO group that reviewed technical aspects of med- 
ically-assisted procreation in 1992 concluded that everyone 
bad a right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and 
its applications. 

But it stressed that “there is a universal consensus on the 
need to prohibit extreme forms of experimentation,'’ such 
as human cloning and interspecies fertilisation.” 

In London, delegates to a biotechnology conference 
agreed Monday consumers are frightened about genetics 
technology because they are being kept in Lhe dark about 
developments until they hit the marketplace. 

Ministers who addressed the conference agreed that 
Britain’s extensive system of review committees which 
examines issues of biotechnology and genetic engineering 
was not enough to ease public fears about cloning and 
genetically engineered food. 

“Consumers are no longer prepared to accept blanket 
statements that there is no risk,” Alan Malcolm of the 
Institute for Food Research told the conference. 


Zaire rebels say they 
are close to Kisangani 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zair- 
ean rebels have advanced to 
within 10 kilometres of the 
northeastern city of Kisan- 
gani, rebel radio said Tues- 
day. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the rebel 
claim to be so close to Ki- 
sangani. 

The Voice of the People, 
broadcasting in the eastern 
border town of Goma, also 
said that the southeastern 
lake port of Moba, 750 kilo- 
metres to the south in the 
copper and cobalt mining 
Shaba region, had been cap- 
tured Sunday. 

The radio said the fall of 
Kisangani, the base for an 
ineffective mercenary - 

backed government coun- 
ter-offensive. was imminent 
and repeated a March J3 
deadline for Zaire army sol- 
diers to give up their arms. 

“Most of the people have 
fled Kisangani while sol- 
diers are stealing, raping 
and killing," the radio said. 

The Zairean Defence Mi- 
nistry says rebels are within 
1 00 kilometres to the north 
and northeast of the city and 
within 50 kilometres to the 
southeast. 

Independent sources place 
the rebels closer in the 
north, where they report 
that, using the Lindi River, 
the rebels were able to take 
the town of Bengamisa last 
week and move within 40 


kilometres of Kisangani. 

One regional military ana- 
lyst and local military sour- 
ces said Tutsi -led rebels 
were massing on the south- 
eastern flank and advancing 
from the north, but he pre- 
dicted they might opt to 
stop and consolidate if they 
met stiff opposition. 

“The momentum is cer- 
tainly with the rebels. But 
they may be forced to stop 
and consolidate their posi- 
tions around the city if they 
meet stiff resistance," he 
told Reuters. 

Government and rebels 
have attached huge symbol- 
ic value to Kisangani. It is 
strategically placed on the 
Zaire River, which flows 
down to the capital Kinsha- 
sa. Witnesses say troops 
have already started stop- 
ping and checking all boats 
heading west. 

Regional military analysts 
say that should Kisangani 
fall copper-rich Shaba pro- 
vince in the south, and dia- 
mond-rich Kasai could fol- 
low in a domino effect. 

The radio said that in the 
battle for the Lake Tanganyi- 
ka port of Moba three fight- 
ers loyal to Burundian Hutu 
rebel Leonard Nyangoma had 
been captured fighting on the 
government side. 

The Alliance of Democra- 
tic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire (ADLF). 
led by ~ veteran guerrilla 


Laurent Kabila, rules at 
least a sixth of the vast cen- 
tral African state since 
launching its rebellion in 
October with a force spear- 
headed by ethnic Tutsis. 

The rebels said Tuesday 
an eastern town where tens 
of thousands of Hutu refu- 
gees have fled is not a target 
for their military advance. 

Since the weekend Rwan- 
dan and Burundian Hutu 
refugees have been flooding 
into Ubundu. 100 kilome- 
tres southeast of Kisangani, 
Zaire’s third largest city. 

“Ubundu is not a target, 
we have no intention of at- 
tacking refugees and have 
given the international com- 
munity even 1 facility to set 
up a humanitarian corridor 
that will allow' the refugees 
to go home." said Bizima 
Karaha. foreign affairs 
commissar of the ADFL. 

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
spokesman Paul Stromberg 
said that local staff who vis- 
ited Ubundu late Monday 
estimated that at least 
75,000 refugees had gath- 
ered there on the banks of 
the Zaire River. 

Meanwhile. French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac Tues- 
day urged the international 
community to press for a 
ceasefire in Zaire and to 
help scores of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees stranded 
bv the civil war. 


Mr. Chirac, quoted by 
government spokesman 
Alain Lamassoure. said 
France was issuing a “so- 
lemn plea io the internation- 
al community to assume its 
responsibilities by taking 
the necessary measures to 

ensure a halt to the fighting 

and the implementation of 
urgenrly needed humanitar- 
ian action.” 

The French leader made 
the statement at the weekly 
cabinet meeting, which 
came after mainly Tutsi re- 
bels advancing westwards 
across Zaire claimed to 
have seized the Iasi govern- 
ment-held port on Lake 
Tanganyika. 

Diplomatic sources said 
they believed France want- 
ed the United States in par- 
ticular to pui greater pres- 
sure on Mr. Kabila to huh 
his military offensive. Ma- 
ny Tutsis in the Great Lakes 
region of central and east 
.Africa are English speakers, 
while Zaire was formerly a 
Belgian colony. 

During the cabinet meet- 
ing in Paris. Secretary of 
State for Humanitarian Ac- 
tion Xavier Enimanuelli re- 
ported on the situation in 
eastern Zaire, after touring 
the region where some 
400.000 Rwandan Hutu re- 
fugees are believed to be 
holed out and in very poor 
condition, most of them cut 
off from aid by the fighting. 


Clinton’ s | Yeltsin sacks government but 

keeps Chernomyrdin, Chubais 


approval 
rating drops 

WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — President Bill 
Clinton's approval rating 
dropped from 60 to 55 per 
cent after six weeks of 
almost daily revelations on 
White House fund-raising 
activities, according to a 
Washington Post-ABC 
news survey. 

Seventy per cent believe 
it was inappropriate for the 
president to use the White 
House to raise campaign 
donations, while 60 per 
cent were critical of Vice- 
President Al Gore for solic- 
iting contributions by tele- 
phone. 

Forty-seven per cent sus- 
pect Mr. Clinton “changed 
policies” for some of the 
biggest donors, but only 3 1 
per cent believe the presi- 
dent and Mr. Gore did 
something illegal. 

The survey was the first 
sign the ongoing contro- 
versy over campaign finan- 
cing activities by the White 
House and the Democratic 
Party has affected Mr. 
Clinton’s approval rating, 
which had been steadily 
rising for nearly two years. 

Fifty-five per cent app- 
roved the president's han- 
dling of the economy, 
down from 6 1 per cent six 
weeks ago, and 50 per cent 
approved his foreign poli- 
cy, down from 54 per cent. 

However, people trusted 
Mr. Clinton over the Re- 
publican-controlled 
Congress io deal with the 
country’s worst problems 
by a 49-38 per cent margin. 

And 60 per cent said they 
still like Mr. Clinton, while 
an almost equal proportion 
said Mr. Gore has the 
“honesty and integrity" to 
serve as president some 
day. 

In the March 6-9 survey. 
1.004 people were inter- 
viewed with a four per cent 
margin of error. 

The campaign financing 
controversy dogging Presi- 
dent Clinton and his De- 
mocratic Party escalated 
Monday, with the White 
House and the FBI publicly 
at odds over an FBI warn- 
ing that China might try to 
funnel money into the U.S. 
election campaign. 

Mr. Clinton Monday said 
he was kept in the dark 
about the warning last year 
and is now trying to find 
out why. 

And in an extraordinary 
exchange, the White House 
and the FBI publicly dis- 
puted the facts surrounding 
an FBI briefing of two 
intelligence specialists at 
the National Security 
Council (NSC) last June. 


MOSCOW. (AFP» — Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin an- 
nounced Tuesday that he 
was dismissing the entire 
Russian government except 
for Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and First 
Deputy * Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais. 

In a decree on “measures 
to ensure the efficiency of 
federal executive bodies." 
Mr. Yeltsin announced that 
all the posts of first deputy 
prime minister except one 
would be scrapped, along 
with some deputy prime 
minister posts. 

Before Mr. Chubais’ ap- 
pointment Friday, Russia 
had three posts of first de- 
puty prime minisrer — cov- 
ering the economy, social 
issues and industry — and 
II deputy prime minister 
posts. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the num- 
ber of other government 
posts would also be re- 
duced, in line with propos- 
als from Mr. Chernomyrdin. 

The decree, faxed to AFP 
by the Kremlin Press Ser- 
vice. gave Mr. Chernomyr- 
din a week in which to draw 
up a list of candidates to 
form the new government, 
which would be appointed 
by Mr. Yeltsin. 

In his state of the nation 
speech to parliament Thurs- 
day, Mr. Yeltsin promised 
thar the government’s struc- 
ture and personnel would 
change. He lambasted gov- 
ernment “fat cats” for their 
failure to tackle chronic 
delays in wage and pension 


payments. 

Millions of state workers 
and pensioners have gone 
unpaid for months, amid a 
general internal debt crisis, 
aggravated by the govern- 
ment's poor record on tax 
collection. 

The appointment of Mr. 
Chubais, a liberal econo- 
mist who was formerly Mr. 
Yeltsin's chief of staff, was 
seen as a sign of Mr. Yel- 
tsin's determination to 
breathe new life into the 
sluggish market reforms. 

It was also a snub to the 
lower house of parliament, 
the State Duma, which is 
dominated by Communists 
and nationalists who have 
repeatedly demanded Mr. 
Chubais' head end called 
for Mr. Yeltsin’s resignation 
during his eight-month ab- 
sence from the Kremlin. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin and 
Mr. Chubais effectively ran 
the country during Mr. Yel- 
tsin's absence due to heart 
problems and pneumonia 
following his reeleclion last 
July. 

By sacking the entire gov- 
ernment except Mr. Cherno- 
myrdin and Mr. Chubais. 
Mr. Yeltsin avoided having 
to get a vote of confidence 
from the Duma for the new 
government. 

The Duma threatened to 
hold a vote of no confidence 
in the government after Mr. 
Chubais' appointment, but 
previous such attempts 
failed to get a majority. 

Mr. Chubais. 41. who 
masterminded Russia s con- 


troversial mass privatisation 
programme, is expected to 
play a key role in forming 
the new cabinet. He is re- 
viled by the hardline oppo- 
sition. who accuse him of 
having impoverished mil- 
lions of Russians. 

He and his aides helped to 
write Mr. Yeltsin's strongly 
reformist speech, which ac- 
cused the government and 
parliament "of bureaucratic 
incompetence and feather- 
ing their own nests. 

The position of Finance 
Minister Alexander Livshits 
has looked shaky since Mr. 
Chernomyrdin accused his 
ministry of "excessive bu- 
reaucracy and self-impor- 
tance." 

Economy Minister Yevge- 
ny Yasin could also be sac- 
rificed, analysts say. 

Mr. Yeltsin recently criti- 
cised Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov for “lamenta- 
tions" about the wretched 
state of the armed forces, 
reminding him that he was 
responsible for implement- 
ing military reform. 

In his speech. Mr. Yeltsin 
listed corruption as one of 
the government’s biggest 
problems, and said “no one 
must be untouchable.” He 
vowed to restore order to 
the management of federal 
funds. 

He also promised funda- 
mental reforms to the 1.7- 
mil lion-strong armed For- 
ces, which consist mainly of 
poorly-trained conscripts 
and were humiliated in the 
Chechenya war. 


Doctors urge Africa to end 
women’s genital mutilation 


MARRAKESH. Morocco (R) — Medical 
experts urged African countries Monday to 
abandon genital mutilation of women, say- 
ing two million young girls suffered this 
each year, often causing complications in 
childbirth. 

Meeting in the Moroccan city of 
Marrakesh, the specialists particularly tar- 
geted Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan for a tra- 
dition in which much of a girl’s genitals are 
cut away, often crudely and painfully. 

"On behalf of this world congress. 1 urge 
African states to put an end to such practice 
... There is no one religion that prescribes 
female genital mutilation,’’ Dr Daniel 
Weinstein, president of the World Society 
on Labour and Delivery, told reporters. 

“Every year, two million women and girls 
are mutilated in Egypt Sudan. Somalia. 
Djibouti, Kenya and other African countries." 
he said, adding: “The mutilated women ... 
often face complications during childbirth.” 

The meeting of more than 750 health spe- 
cialists is focused on trying to bring down 
the number of women who die in child- 
birth, which Dr. Weinstein put at six million 
since the start of the 1990s. 

Marlene Edith Post president of the U.S.- 


based Hadassah Internationa! Medical 
Relief Association, termed this record of 
maternal mortality ... "worse than AIDS 
disease... because women are the first target 
of both human tragedies. 

“Mutilation is another issue we will 
examine during this meeting.” 

Swedish specialist Rosemary Holst from 
Gothenburg Obstetric Department said 
some 120 million African women were 
already mutiliated for life on "sexual, 
social, hygienic, aesthetic or religious” 
grounds. 

“The most serious form, infibulation. 
affects almost the entire female population 
of Somalia,” she said. 

Infibulation involves cutting of the clitoris 
and most of the labia, and complications can 
be immediate or longterm, she said. 

Delegates include some from 18 African 
countries, one of whom said: “Mutilation is 
above all an African tradition” which has 
existed for several thousand years. 

Ms. Holst said she planned to display a 
list of 30 African countries where world 
medical experts knew mutilation was car- 
ried out It would be headed, she said, by 
Ethiopia. Sudan. Somalia and Egypt. 
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Netanyahu defies peace 


THE IMPACT of the "real crisis." brewing between 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and Israel 
over the extent of Israel's first-stage withdrawal and 
the plan to construct a new Jewish settlement in East 
Jerusalem, among others, was nowhere felt strongly 
as in the resignation of chief Palestinian negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas and his team. Mr. Abbas became 
outraged Monday at the extent of Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy's intransigence on the latest 
issues dividing the two sides. A follow-up meeting 
between PN A senior official Yasser Abed Rabbo and 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai also 
failed to heal the rift between them, which led Mr. 
Abed Rabbo to declare that “there is a crisis and the 
crisis is becoming worse and worse." 

The Palestinians' anger and frustration are fully 
shared by Jordan. His Majesty King Hussein has 
sent Israeli Prime Minister Bcnyamin Netanyahu a 
strong rebuke for the premier's failure to yield to 
logic and reason. The Monarch warned that the 
ongoing crisis threatens to blow up the entire peace 
process and not only the Isracli-Palestinian peace 
talks. His Majesty's disappointment became exacer- 
bated when Netanyahu even barred a Royal plane 
From flying the Palestinian president from Amman 
to Gaza at the conclusion of his talks few days ago. 

At the heart of the crisis lies the realisation that 
Israel is determined to go ahead with the 
Judaisation of the whole of Jerusalem and Isolating 
it from the rest of the Palestinian territories. The lat- 
est U.S. veto of a U.N. Security Council draft resolu- 
tion calling on Israel not to go ahead with its plans 
to build on Jabal Abu Ghneim seems to have 
strengthened Israel's hand in this and also in closing 
down Palestinian offices in the city and continuing to 
withdraw ID cards from Arab Jerusalemites. 

Furthermore. Israeli basic intentions to transfer to 
the PNA over the entire Palestinian population, 
albeit at minimum territorial concessions are 
becuming clearer by the day. Area A under the Israeli 
redeployment plan from which Israel has withdrawn 
comprises eight Palestinian cities populated by half a 
million Palestinians but occupying only three per 
cent of the territory. Area B from which Israel 
appears ready to turn over responsibility to the 
Palestinian side is populated by more than hkf a mil- 
lion but comprises only 24 per cent of the territories 
occupied. This effectively leaves 73 per cent of the 
Palestinian lands populated by only 30,000 people 
under direct Israeli control. 

This stark reality is that Netanyahu's policies are 
telling the Palestinians there is no light at the end of 
the tunnel. Netanyahu's only comment at the Arab 
anger over these policies is to state to Israel Radio 
Monday that “they (meaning the Arabs) have finally 
realised that a nationalist government now holds 
power in Israel.” With this comment we might as 
well lose hope that the right-wing government in 
Israel will deliver on its country's commitments and 
respect the agreements that it signed. 

Bui because we eannol afford to lose hope, we have 
to find a different way to deal with Netanyahu and 
his policies. The parameters of this new approach 
have to Ik* worked out by the Arab World as a 
whole, which may mean that an Arab summit has to 
be convened. The next step would he to rally support 
■>f the international community behind the new 
effort. Netanyahu can hang on to his obstinacy and 
intransigence for a while. But in the end. he cannot 
stand up to a whole world whose platform is justice 
and fM'ace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A ’»’* KiTI-R ii*r Al Ra'i TucvJ.iv ilcfchfnJ the Hebron agreement 
between llte I'alesliiii.iii'- and the Israelis, saying dial without that 
.i;'.n , ei«u , m the jv.tee prove- ^ on the Knieli-PaleMinian track 
would have remained de.idkvked. Failed F.mek said ihai critics 
are noi happy ahnur die 21 ‘ per cent of the cits, remaining in 
lsr.kTs I Muds, hm this sidufnvi util continue until the final statu- 
neeoi only, and ilk- separation of the Jews from areas in 
Hi-hmn i-. j lopiL-al .ind nisi eveir-e for -eparalme :he Jews from 
ilw Amis- m Jerusalem Ukk’-M. the Hehtwndeal %%as a jam tor the 
I.iMid-ietl "O' eminent which vowed never lu withdraw from any 
part ot the Palestmtivn territories, said the writer, who stress'd that 
the Israeli!' are now eoiuniiuevl to w ithdruwinc from die rest of the 
I ‘.lie si i man lands ivcupied in l%"\ The Palestinians have ceded 
noihine in their negotiations with Israel and in f.k-i their Oslo 
ayreenieni with Israel was m line with the pm*. isienv of L’.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242. added the writer. With Jordan's 
hacking, he said, liar Palestinian* luve also .secured a timetable 
for Israeli w ithdniwuls front die West Bank and she Gaza Stnp. 
despite the delay Unit ivcuncd in the past month-. 


A WRITER tor Al Dustour Tuesday demanded that Ihosf 
iCsponwhle fur live contaminated maize, at the Ministry of 
Supply's warehouse*. be held accountable for their action and tor 
in.* elect. Mohammad D:mud said that JD S million worth of maize 
bats been lost because the animal feed was found contaminated 
wnh bacteria and until for animal consumption. The Ministry of 
Supply is the prime party responsible tor this lo*x to the national 
economy and it i> the ministry's duty to open a thorough investi- 
gation into this issue so that this practice will not be repeated, 
demanded llte writer. He said investigation and punishment of 
those responsible for the loss arc not enough, and the concerned 
authorities should come up with an appropriate system for buying 
and Storing the animal Iced to ensure that nothing Is wasted in the 
liiture. The writer said punishing those responsible for the low 
should be the first step towards addressing this issue. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The U.S. press and the Empire State shooting 


ON JAN. 23, a 69-year-old 
Palestinian from Gaza. AJi 
Abu Kamal. opened fire 
while on the observation 
desk at the top of the 
Empire State Building in 
New York City. By the end 
of his shooting spree, he 
had killed one and injured 
six. He then killed himself. 
.Among the victims of this 


in three-inch, bold head- 
lines. no mention was 
made of Mr. Kamal’s 
Palestinian or Arab nation- 
ality. He was simply 
described as a “shooter” or 


outrageous act were a 
Danish rock start, who was 
killed, a Swiss tourist, an 
Argentinean tourist, an 
Hispanic immigrant and 
two babies, one five 
months and the other 18 
months old. 

This was a tragedy that 
shook New York and the 
rest of the U.S. For three 
days, the story of Ali Abu 
Kamal was front page fare 
across the nation. It did 
not. however, lead to an 
anti-Arab frenzy. Editors 
and writers, with only a 
few exceptions, saw the 
event for what it was — a 
personal tragedy for the 
victims and their families, 
and even for Abu Kamal 
and his family. 

What anger there was. 
was directed at lax U.S. 
gun laws and the lax secu- 
rity arrangements al the top 
of the Empire State 
Building. 

This was true even in 
New York City's two 
tabloid newspapers, the 
New York Post and the 
New York Daily News, 
both of which often sensa- 
tionalise stories that 
involve Arabs. 

The Post, for the most 
pan. was exemplary in its 
treatment. In the two days 
the paper splashed the 
story across its front pages 


a gunman. 

The first day’s story did 
not even include mention 
of Abu Kamal's name — 
even though it was known. 
Only in its editorial did the 
Post stoop to anti-Arab 
treatment. This editorial 
was the only anti-Arab edi- 
torial that appeared in any 
major U.S. newspaper cov- 
ering the story. 

The Post editorial writer 
linked Abu Kama! with 
Rashid Baz (the Lebanese 
cab driver who three years 
ago. in Brooklyn, NY, 
opened fire on a van carry- 
ing Jewish students, killing 
one), and Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. While 
acknowledging that Abu 
Kamal was not a terrorist 
but a man with "personal 
problems." the Post editor- 
ial asked why "everybody 
with a screw” loose in the 
Middle East ends up in 
New York.” 

After this bigoted exag- 
geration. the Post's second 
day's coverage of the story 
was surprisingly objective, 
in-depth, and even thought- 
ful. 

The front page headline 
read. ‘‘Descent into hell — 
final days of the Empire 
State shooter and why he 
snapped.” The lead story 
was a persona] profile of 
Abu Kamal, an attempt to 
understand the pressures 
that led him to his mad act. 
The paper also included: a 
moving account of the 
reaction of Abu Kamal's 


family in Gaza: profiles of 
the victims of the shooting: 
four articles mentioning 
how lax gun laws made it 
too easy for anyone to pur- 
chase a gun thereby 
increasing the possibility 
for murder to occur, an 
article on the absence of 
security at the Empire State 
Building; and a fair and 
sensitive treatment of 
shock and sadness felt by 
New York's Palestinian 
American community enti- 
tled, “Sick thing not an 
Arab thing.” 

New York’s other tabloid, 
the Daily News also ran the 
story with three-inch, front 
page headlines on two con- 
secutive days. On both 
days Abu Kamal's name 
was not used and there was 
no reference to his nation- 
ality. The headlines simply 
described him as a ‘‘gun- 
man” on day one and “a 
shooter’’ on day two. 

Like the Post, the Daily 
News featured profiles of 
the victims; articles critical 
of gun laws and Empire 
State Building Security’s 
treatment of the demise of 
Abu Kamal in which he 
was described as "a man 
who lost all hope:" and an 
article on reactions of New 
York’s Arab American 
community. In both the 
Post and the Daily News 
stories on the Arab 
American reactions, quotes 
used established clearly the 
shock and grief Arab 
Americans shared with 
their fellow New Yorkers. 

The Daily News, like 
almost all newspapers 
nationwide, featured two 
large photos, one of Abu 
Kamal’s oldest daughter 


grieving and another, a 
poignant picture of Abu 
Kamal’s youngest son in 
Gaza carrying a large photo 
of his father. 

This was how the two 
most sensationalist and 
usually anti-Arab papers 
covered the tragic shoot- 
ing. The major U.S. dailies, 
among them the New York 
Times, Washington Post, 
and Los Angeles Times 
were equally fair and faith- 
ful to the principle of good 
journalism. Articles and 
photos reflected the same 
general treatment given by 
die tabloids. There was no 
sensationalism and no 
Arab-baiting. 

The only editorial to 
appear in a major daily was 
in the New York Times. It 
was entitled, “A pre- 
ventable tragedy” and 
called for more effective 
gun control laws. 

While all the major 
papers carried pieces on 
the victims, lax security 
and gun laws, and exten- 
sive and sensitive pieces on 
Abu Kamal's descent into 
madness and violence and 
the reaction of his family, 
only the New York Tunes 
reprinted, in full, the note 
left by Abu Kamal in 
which be described his 
anger and desire for 
revenge. Since the letter 
included references to 
Zionism and the loss of 
Palestinian rights, it could 
have been exploited and 
sensationalised. 

But the New York Times 
published it in full and in 
its accompanying article 
made clear that the letter 
described not a terrorist but 
a profoundly disturbed 


man who had descended 
into despair and insane vio- 
lence. 

In his letter, Abu Kamal 
listed his enemies who, he 
said, had to be “annihilated 
and exterminated.” They 
included: “The Americans, 
the British, the French and 
the Zionists; the gang of 
rogues who attacked me in 
my office in Gaza in 
1993;” an officer in the 
Egyptian army who beat 
him: and three Palestinian 
students who robbed and 
beat his son in Ukraine. 

Throughout the coverage 
of this tragedy it was clear 
that this was not terrorism, 
but the act of a deranged 
individual. 

With the exception of one 
editorial, commentary 
from a few right-wing 
radio talk show hosts and 
some complaints that the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) had 
paid a few visits to a few 
Arab Americans seeking 
information, the treatment 
of this entire episode was 
quite different than Arabs 
have come to expect and 
fear. This time, Arabs and 
Muslims did not become 
targets of the press. They 
did not become incidental 
victims as they have on too 
many occasions in the past. 

One month after the 
killings. President Bill 
Clinton issued an executive 
order tightening U.S. gun 
control laws. It was this 
issue and the need for 
enhanced security at the 
Empire State Building and 
not Arabs or Muslims that 
emerged as the focal points 
of discussion from the Abu 
Kamal shooting. 


Turkish Islam is stronger 
than Western secularism 


By G. H. Jansen 


TURKEY. IN ihe past few days 
and weeks, has been passing 
through an acute attack of 
national schizophrenia. a 
schism in the soul, running 
along several fault lines. The 
most important and dangerous 
of these is the one between “the 
people" and “the army." 

For Turkey is a strongly 
devout Muslim state based on a 
strongly devout Muslim people. 
Bui for the past half century, the 
Turkish officer corps, in its mid- 
dle and upper ranks, has been 
suppressing and subverting 
those essential elements in the 
Turkish national character and 
forcing Turkey and its people 
into a straightjackel of Wesicm- 
styltf ■'secularism." which the 
Turks call “laic-ism." The 
founder of this shallow and 
twisted secular dogma is. uf 
course. Remal Ataturk. the 
“Father of the Turkish Nation", 
who. after three pro-Kemalist 
coups d'etat in 37 years could 
jus: as well be called "the Father 
of National Misfortune.'' 

Of course, this is not at all the 
es aluation of Ataturk and 
Alaiurkism by Western ana- 
lysts. for he and his policy have 
paid the West the ultimate com- 
pliment of imitation — which is 
the sinceresi form of flattery. 

However, the devout Muslim 
mass of the Anatolian Turkish 
people has not followed the 
Kemalist approach to Islam 
which, indeed, has been nothing 
short of Mumophobic. 

These sociological factors 
have come to the surface of 
Turkish political life in recent 
weeks because the Turkish 
coalition government has been 
try ing to implement the moder- 
ate Islamic policies of the 
We I lore Party under Prime 
Minister N'ccmeitin Erbakan. 

And last weekend the gener- 
als canned out a “sort." non-vio- 
lent coup when, during a nine 
hour meeting uf the National 
Security Council, they issued an 
ami -Islamist list of 20 demands 
which they insisted he must 
implement. Among these 
demands were a ban on the 
building of mosques and prohi- 
bitions on Islamic teaching 
from die schools and Islamic 
dress — the wearing uf head- 
scan es by women. The gener- 
als also sought to curb the func- 
tioning of Islamic brotherhoods, 
called “lanqas." and to stop the 
sale of hunting guns to Muslim 
activists. 

None of the demands will sur- 
vive for long. And this is why 
the secularist army command 
had to reaffirm its secularist 


dogma by fresh coups every ten 
years, in I960, 1971 and 1980. 
and almost certainly will have 
to do so some time in the late 
1 990s — at least before the year 
2 . 000 . 

The democratic West should 
have disapproved of this chal- 
lenge to a civilian government 
posed by insubordinate soldiers, 
but that has not happened 
because the challenge fils in 
with current. fashionable 
Western Islamophcbia. 

On March 5. under army bul- 
lying, Erbakan was obliged to 
accept the demands of the 
National Security Council. But 
only for the time being because, 
as in any Muslim country, the 
Islamists comprise the mass of 
die people. In Turkey, Islam is 
alive and well: die mosques are 
not crowded except for the mid- 
day prayers on Friday but are 
well attended; on the main 
streets of towns and cities an 
increasing number of young 
women are donning the head- 
scarf and more young men are 
sporting beards. 

Two questions require 
answers. Why is Islamic influ- 
ence so strong and persistent? 
And why are the secularist 
KemalisLs so scared of Islam in 
public life? 

The answer lo the first is that 
Turkish Islam is part of a world- 
wide religion which, as a faith, 
is in its 14th century of life, still 
in vigorous, early middle age 
and not. like Christianity, aged 
and worn-out. And the Turkish 
politico-military establishment 
is against political Islam 
because the form in which it 
was expressed was the Ottoman 
Caliphate — decrepit, effete 
and ineffective — that Ataturk 
abolished in March 1924. But 
political Islam in Turkey, partic- 
ularly as exemplified by the 
moderate, reformist. Welfare 
Party today, is something very 
different from that practised in 
Indonesia. Iran. Afghanistan or 
even Bosnia, in the Balkans. 

One has only to see. as has 
this writer. Turkish pilgrims, 
hajjjis. performing the pilgrim- 
age at Mecca and Mount Arafat 
to understand in their religious 
eagerness and devotion dial 
these are not persons who are 
going to obey the commands of 
remote Westernised generals 
sitting in Ankara or Istanbul. 
After all. Ataturk banned 
Turkish participation in the Hajj 
for many years, ultimately to no 
avail. 

As a Turkish columnist. 
Fikret Bita. put it, “The 
National Security Council deci- 
sion looks more like a begin- 
ning than an end." True enough. 


LETTERS 


Humane thing to do 


To the Editor: 


I AM writing to continue the open dis- 
cussion about how to improve condi- 
tions and secure a wholesome future for 
the children in government-run orphan- 
ages. 

The Royal family's personal attention 
and swift action in response to the most 
recent crisis affecting Ihe orphans at Al 
Hussein Social Welfare Institute are 
commendable. His Majesty's moving 
personal account of the unacceptable 
conditions he found and his huge ges- 
ture of offering Al Hashemiyeh Palace 
as a better home for these children have 
already inspired other important contri- 
butions. 

Still, securing a better facility and 
obtaining financial or in-kind contribu- 
tions are not enough to ensure that these 
children will thrive and develop to their 
full potential. 

I also agree with Sue Abu Nowar's 
letter ‘Teaching compassion” (Jordan 
Times, March 10, 1997), that the edu- 
cational certificates of care-givers are 
less important than the care-givers’ 
ability to provide the kind of consistent 
emotional and physical affection that 
small children need to thrive and devel- 
op to their full potential. It is a well- 
known precept of early child develop- 
ment that babies who are not held when 
fed, who do not hear soothing words 
and songs and who do not leam to 
attach emotionally to their primary 
care-givers (usually parents) will not 
gain weight properly or be able to 
develop their full mental and physical 
capacities. It is even hypothesised that 
such lack of attachment is a contribut- 
ing factor in learning disabilities, such 
as ‘‘attention deficit disorder.” 

I would like to suggest that there are 
many, many more Jordanians who 
could contribute something to the care 
of these innocent souls. You do not 
have to be rich or own a factory to 
make a lasting gift to these children. 
You just have to be willing to give some 
time and attention. Few orphanages, 
even in the most wealthy countries, can 
afford sufficient staff to respond to each 
child's individual emotional, physical 
and intellectual needs. 

Why not start a volunteer programme 


for residents — foreigners and citizens 
alike — t6 share the responsibility for 
our little neighbours? Perhaps some 
NGO or other institutions would be 
willing to coordinate scheduling and. 
perhaps, transportation. Families could 
undertake volunteer work as a family 
pledge: grandparents, parents and older 
children could all play different roles at 
different times of day. Such tasks as 
holding babies while bottle-feeding- 
rocking them and singing to them or 
bathing them could be done by anyone, 
whether they are fluent in Arabic or not. 
Arab i c-speakers would be needed to 
play with older babies and toddlers, to 
teach them baby songs, numbers and 
letters, read them books and to encour- 
age their physical and mental develop- 
ment over time. Younger children could 
donate their used toys and books and 
spend some time playing with orphans 
their age. Wouldn't it be great if each 
orphaned child had a “family” that 
would pledge to include that child in 
family outings, holiday meals or just a 
walk in the countryside, on a regular 
basis? Children in institutions hunger 
for human affection and personal atten- 
tion. Your time is the most precious gift 
you could give. 

Another advantage of this kind of vol- 
unteer programme would be the oppor- 
tunity it provides for regular oversight 
and public advocacy on behalf of the 
children, should there be any future 
lapses in administration or direct care. 
It also could go a long way towards dis- 
pelling the negative stereotypes about 
orphans still prevalent in Jordanian 
society. 

I have always been impressed by 
Islam's insistence that the protection 
and care of orphans is the responsibili- 
ty of the whole community. Let's look 
for ways to make sure that these chil- 
dren are not forgotten by us once again 
and to ensure that they will grow up 
knowing the warmth of other people 
who take care of them because it is the 
humane thing to do. not just someone 
else’s job. 


Kathy Sullivan, 
Amman. 


Isn ’t it telling / 


To the Editor: 


ISN’T IT just telling that while Jordan 
so proudly marked the occasion of 
International Women's Day. with work- 
shops and calls for supporting the rec- 
ommendations of the World 
Conference on Women held in Beijing, 
a father in rural Karak crushes the skull 
of his 1 5-year-old daughter because he 
had an inkling that she may have had a 
relation with a shepherd. 

Where are yo *2 You who say you 


care, you who say something must be 
done? How can someone who is 
blessed with bringing a child into the 
world take that life away only a few 
years later? Isn’t it just sickening 9 
Isn't this a crime of “dishonour” of a 
nation? 


Grouch 


or guffaw 


By Ali Kassay 


Jennifer Hamameh, 
Amman. 


AT LAST spring and sum- 
mer begin to make their 
approach, to replace a win- 
ter that took an enormously 
long time to make its pres- 
ence felt, and then, having 
got down to serious action, 
seems ever so reluctant to 
leave. At this time of the 
year, I always look forward 
with great anticipation to the 
opening up of the terraces at 
my favourite watering holes, 
where Jordanians gather 
every evening to sir around a 
table in the cool evening 
breeze, sipping an invigorat- 
ing potion and frowning at 
each other. No, seriously. 
Have you ever noticed it? 
At weddings, concerts and 
all forms of festive enter- 
tainment, or even at casual 
get-togethers, Jordanians 
will be there eating, drink- 
ing. dancing, clapping their 
hands and making meny, 
but always with their faces 
set in a grim scowl. 

Many visitors to our fair 
and bounteous lands come 
to love the place. Invariably 
there will always be others 
who like it somewhat less. 
But all and sundry notice 
and inquire about the 
Jordanian scowl. 

In all likelihood, 
Jordanians frown a lot 
because they do not listen to 
news. For instance, they 
should draw comfort form 
the great progress which, we 
are constantly told, our 
economy is making, to the 
admiration of friend and foe. 
Instead, they chose the 
gloom of looking at their 
ever-dwindling purses and 
wondering where the next 
meal is coming from. 

For instance, Jordanians 
should take heart, even 
rejoice at the- -great 1 -succdss 
that Jordan’s "tourism pro- 
motion activity— had in- 
Berlin. This, as our media 
and officialdom, whose 
word is their bond, inform 
us constantly is the way for- 
ward that will bring prosper- 
ity to all. Unfortunately, 
such a well intencioned and 
sincere message is wasted 
on the public, who insist, 
instead, on reading the 
insidious and unreasonable 
letters to the editor pub- 
lished in the Jordan Times 
and the numerous other let- 
ters sent directly to tour 
agents from tour promoters 
in the West (including 
Germany), in which they 
state that they have reluc- 
tantly eliminated Jordan 
from their list of destina- 
tions for no other reason 
than the mismanagement of 
sites and poor quality of ser- 
vices. 

You cannot reason with 
such lack of logic. When 
you have official statements 
assuring you that all is well, 
and that the happy days are 
here again, instead of revel- 
ling in them, Jordanians 
chose the gloom induced by 
mere facts. 

But this is not good for 
them. A whole body of 
medical evidence proves 
conclusively that laughter is 
good for you. Julius Caesar, 
with his piercing perception, 
had come to the same con- 
clusion when be expressed 
his wish to have around him 
men who are fat. But it 
requires money in the pock- 
et and food in the tummy for 
people to grow fat. So, a 
friend of mine came up with 
ao alternative plan to make 
Jordanians laugh. He sug- 
gested falling back on the 
infectious effect of laughter. 

He suggested creating a 
new department in the civil 
service, the function of 
which would be to send its 
field officers to every public 
or private gathering. Once 
tfiere, they would sit for a 
while, minding their own 
business, then suddenly 
burst out in guffaws of sus- 
tained laughter. At first peo- 
ple will be puzzled, but 
eventually they will not be 
able to resist at least a slight 
twitching of the comets of 
the mouth in an upward 
direction. Soon after, who 
knows, perhaps Jordanians 
tnay start having a bit of fun 
out of life. 
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News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 12, 1997 


King voices deep distress I Normalisation of ties in peril, Kabariti warns Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

* . 

in ensuing yet a fresh exo- 
dus of hapless Palestinians 
from theirs, and their ances- 
tors, home land and bury 
the peace process for all 
times. 

On the question of your 
withdrawal from territories 
you have committed Israel, 
before the U.S., Jordan and 
the world, to complere the 
process by mid- 1998, what 
good did it serve to offer 
such an insignificant first 
phase withdrawal? Why the 
apparent continued deliber- 
ate humiliation of your so 
called Palestinian partners? 

Can any worthwhile rela- 
tionship thrive in the 
absence of mutual respect 
and trust? Why are Pales- 
Jhians still confirming that 
their agricultural products 
still rot awaiting entry into 
Israel and export? Why the 
delay when it is known that 
unless work is authorised to 
commence on the Gaza 
port, before the end of this 
month, the complete pro- 
ject would suffer a year’s 
delay? Finally, the Gaza 


Airport — all of us have 
addressed the subject 
numerous times with a view 
to having a legitimate 
Palestinian need met and to 
give their leaders and peo- 
ple their own free access to 
the wo rid rather than their 
present confinement and 
need to exit and return 
through other sovereign ter- 
ritories. I had requested per- 
mission and intended to fly 
President Arafat myself, in 
Jordan’s official State Tris- 
tar, to the Pales tinian airport 
of Gaza as I had requested 
earlier, during my Hebron 
intervention, to fly by a 
fixed-wing aircraft accept- 
ing your refusal then only 
because there were far more 
important issues at hand. 

I anticipated your positive 
response this time. I believe 
it would have helped 
improve the atmosphere 
considerably but alas, it 
was not to be. Now, suppose 
I had taken off nonetheless 
for Gaza, in the full right of 
a friend, then would you 
have ordered my fellow 
pilots in the Israeli air force 
— those who escorted me 


Mordechai visits Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 

after talks with Mr. 
Mordechai. 

“We warn of unilateral 
moves that could lead us to 
difficult choices," he told 
reporters, hinting that Jor- 
dan might freeze its efforts 
to normalise relations with 
Israel. 

“If we are not to talk 
about justice and if we are 
not to talk about confidence 
and trust then I don't think 
there is a meaning for the 
-face process,” he said. 
-Mr. Kabariti stressed that 
King Hussein would ask 


President Bill Clinton to 
press Israel to reconsider its 
moves in a White House 
meeting slated for March 
18. 

Mr. Mordechai, on his 
first visit to Jordan, admit- 
ted there was tension with 
Jordan, but stressed that 
ties were strong. After the 
meeting with the King, he 
said that King Hussein 
“would continue with the 
peace process and make it 
much closer and warmer.” 

Mr. Mordechai said: “I 
had the opportunity to talk 
with the King and the prime 
minister. Jordan and Israel 


Crown Prince returns home 

(Continued from page 1) 

highlighted the investment opportunities available in Jordan 
and the^nceruiyes^herKingdonj-provjdfs to investors.. 

The Crowifc Prinqe. who . was, accompanied; by Her Royal 
Highness ^cesjai.Saryath, sa& the §a^celpn^ process, 
resulted in a 12 billion European Currency units develop-, 
ment programme to the Mediterranean countries. 

He added the London conference, which brought together 
the 12 Mediterranean states and the 15 EU countries, is 
geared towards promoting investment opportunities in the 
Mediterranean region. 

Prince Hass an reiterated the need of the Arab states to 
maintain their presence in the international arenas and to 
promote investment opportunities in the Arab World. 

In an interview with the BBC Television, the Crown 
Prince warned against the Israeli policy of building settle- 
ments saying it created an atmosphere of mistrust. 

He also condemned the building of Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and said the building of these settlements 
contravenes Israel’s commitment for achieving and safe- 
guarding peace and co-existence in the Middle East. 

" Prince Hassan reiterated Jordan’s support for the Palestin- 
ian leadership and people in their quest for their legitimate 
rights on their national soil, stressing the illegality of occu- 
pying Palestinian lands and describing Israel’s annexation of 
Arab East Jerusalem as contravening the international laws. 
4) The Crown Prince called for fighting “Islamophobia" 
describing Islam as a religion of peace un affiliated with 
either violence or terrorism. 

In another speech, Crown Prince Hassan undefined the 
need for the Middle East region to enjoy peace after decades 
of a state of war and said that peace means the establishment 
of justice and mutual respecL 

“For the last half century in between relatively brief out- 
breaks of war, this region has existed in an uneasy stale. For 
long periods of time, there was no formal state of war, 
armies did not fight one another. But tension and hostility 
were ever present,” Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince was delivering a lecture at Westminster 
Abbey to commemorate Sydney Bailey.^ a scholar who had 
intensively worked for the promotion' of world peace. 

Prince Hassan told the meeting, organised by the Council 
for Christian Approaches to Defence and Disarmament: 
“Peace means more than the absence of war. It means mutu- 
al respect, compassion, humility, tolerance and empathy 

“This, to my mind, is the key to release from sequential 
historical grievances, the key to forgiveness and the key to 
new beginnings,” said the Crown Prince. 

“Only if we truly comprehend what suffering means can 
we begin to overcome it . For such is the nature of redemp- 
tion." continued Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan said that peace was something that must be 
built up and maintained and not something that could just 
be made at the stroke of a pen and then forgotten. 

“In our century alone around 200 million people have been 
killed or allowed to perish; that is more than the entire 
human population of the earth has been for most of our his- 
tory,” said the Crown Prince. 

“Not just in the Middle East but all over the world we can 
observe symptoms of the fear of peace^-and the fear of the 
ftiture,” added Prince Hassan. 4 

Prince Hassan referred to poverty and said: "T** 8jP 
between rich and poor is wider than ever. One fifth of ffie 
world’s population now lives in extreme poverty while 
almost a thir d of our children are under-nourished and yet 
development is impeded by ‘donor fatigue ” 

Referring to the late Bailey, Prince Hassan said: His 
knowledge of constitutional and international msututions 
and issues was unmatched in what many regard as his great- 
est work (How Wars End). Bailey established connections 
between armed conflicts and human rights issues which had 

never been made before.” . . , . - 

He quoted Bailev: “Reconciliation is not about ideolo c ies 
or beliefs but about people. Their relationship and response 
tkto God, and their relationship to each other, 
f Prince Hassan concluded by saying: "In ideas such as 
these lie our best hopes for peace in the new millennium. 


on the same aircraft over 
Israel in what became 
known as the ‘First Flight of 
Peace’ — “it seems so long 
ago” — to prevent me 
forcibly from landing or 
worse? You will never 
know how close you came 
to having to make a deci- 
sion on the subject had I. on 
this occasion, not planned 
to carry guests back home. 
How can I work with you 
as a partner and true friend 
in this confused and confus- 
ing atmosphere when I 
sense an intent to destroy all 
I worked to build between 
our peoples and states. 
Stubbornness over real 
issues is one thing, but for 
its own sake, I wonder. In 
any event I have discovered 
that you have your own 
mindset and appear in no 
need for any advice from a 
friend. 

I deeply regret having to 
write you this personal mes- 
sage but it is ray sense of 
^responsibility and concern 
which has prompted me for 
posterity to do so in the 
face of the unknown. 

will continue with the 
peace process and we will 
make much a warm and 
close (peace). You have to 
know that most of the pop- 
ulation of Israel and I think 
all the population of Israel 
admire His Majesty and 
believe that they will con- 
tinue to make it much more 
closer warm and serving 
the interests of both coun- 
tries of Jordan and Israel.” 

"We talked about the situ- 
ation now and in the future 
and both of us believe that 
we can move forward and it 
is possible to move forward 
and His Majesty is going to 
support the peace and to do 
all his best that together we 
will continue,” he said. 

“! am sure they will find 
a way to negotiate. There 
are some misunderstand- 
ings but I am sure we can 
overcome those problems,” 

. he said of the;'lsrael and 
- Palestinian sides; “Both of 
i ihensi are hort&Thnd respect 
each other." 

But Mr. Kabariti, who 
pointedly declined to 
appear in public with the 
Israeli general, said his 
government was not 
impressed with Israel’s jus- 
tifications for its moves. 

"I affirmed to the Israeli 
minister that Israel, with its 
unilateral decisions, either 
over settlements or on the 
scale of the redeployment, 
has put the Palestinians in a 
great predicament, whose 
results (the Palestinians) 
have to bear alone," Mr. 
Kabariti said "Jordan 
rejects these decisions." 

“No matter what the rea- 
soning of the Israeli gov- 
ernment regarding JabaJ 
Abu Ghneim and regarding 
the implementation of the 
redeployment, we don’t 
think we have got satisfac- 
tory answers,” he said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu had killed the 
peace process. 

“The announcement by 
Mr. Netanyahu of plans to 
build an Israeli settlement 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim is 
tantamount to an 
announcement to the whole 
world and to the Palestini- 
ans in particular that the 
Jerusalem file at the final 

status negotiations has been 
closed in favour of Israel," 
Mr. Masri said. He added 
that the failure to establish 
a Palestinian state on the 
Arab territories occupied 
since 1967 with Jerusalem 
as its capital jeopardises 
Jordan’s national security 
and leads to the establish- 
ment of an alternative 
homeland, “something that 
we all reject and resist." 

Deputy Khalil Haddadin 
called on the government, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and Arab 
governments to stop all 
dealings with Israel, recall 
ambassadors and diplomats 
from Israel and close the 
Israel embassies and 
offices in Arab capitals. 

He also called for stop- 
ping all forms of cultural, 
economic and political nor- 
malisation with Israel. 

Mr. Haddadin stressed 
the importance of Arab sol- 
idarity’ to foil Israel’s 
expansionist policy, and 
warned of Israeli plans to 
expand to other Arab coun- 
tries, particularly Jordan. 

Deputy Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeh condemned the 
Israeli government’s posi- 
tion towards the peace 
process and its attempts to 
derail it. 

Addressing the House 
session on behalf of the 
National Action Front 
(NAF) and_j the National 
Constitutional Party, Mr. 
Rawabdeh condemned the 
U.S. administration’s posi- 
tion and continuous sup- 
port for Israel despite its 
defiance of international 
legitimacy. The use of its 
veto right against a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
condemning^ Israel’s mea- 
sures' in "Jerusalem proves 
beyond no doubt that the 
U.S. can no longer be a 
neutral and objective medi- 
ator or broker, he said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh called on 
Islamic countries ro hold an 
Islamic summit to show 
support for the Palestinians 
and protect Jerusalem from 
any attempts to change its 
features and to take the 


practical steps to preserve 
its Arab identity. 

Deputy Anwar A I Hadid 
said Jerusalem enjoys an 
advanced position on the 
agenda of the Jordanian 
leadership, and called on 
Jordan ro rake the initiative 
of calling Arab and Muslim 
leaders to convene a sum- 
mit to discuss this issue and 
come up with clear mes- 
sages and decisions, set to 
place the U.S. in the right 
position as far as the peace 
process and the Jerusalem 
issue are concerned. 

Mr. Hadid also said the 
issue of Jerusalem was a 
Jordanian concern, just as it 
was a Palestinian concern. 
“History will not forgive us 
if we do not rise to its 
defence," he said. 

Deputy Hammam Saeed 
called for convening an 
emergency summit for Arab 
countries bordering Israel 
and for an Islamic confer- 
'j ence to discuss the grave 
situation in Jerusalem and 
, the "bleak future awaiting 
; A1 Aqsa Mosque." 

Speaking on behalf of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
Dr Saeed pointed out that 
Israel has changed the 
demographic nature of 
Jerusalem. He noted that 
talking about Jerusalem 
means talking about the 
entire Arab and Islamic 
sovereignty over the city, 
and not about the Arab east- 
ern part of the city. 

Deputy Samir Habashneh 
called on Arab leaders to 
implement the resolutions 
of the Cairo summit held 
last year and to look into 
other means for dealing 
with the latest changes and 
to stop the Israel’s pro- 
grammes and plans against 
peace. 

Mr. Habashneh called on 
Arab parliamentarians who 
will meet in Cairo in April 
to support the implementa- 
tion of the Cairo summit 
resolutions on Jerusalem. 
He also called for mounting 
a Jordanian campaign to 
expose “the U.S. intransi- 
gence and Israel’s defiance 
of, the principles of the 
Madrid peace process and 
international resolutions." ’ 
" 1 Mr. Habashh^h called on 
the Jordanian and Arab 
people to stop all forms of 
dealing with Israel as a 
“gesture of protest and dis- 
appointment with Israel's 
racist policy." 

Deputy Toujan Faisal 
called on Israel to honour 
all international resolutions 
and criticised the U.S. 
position. 


Deputy Trad Qadi 
stressed the need for solv- 
ing inter- Arab differences 
and unifying Arab ranks to 
face the challenges facing 
the nation. He called on the 
Arabs to exercise pressures 
on their governments to 
adopt a united firm posi- 
tions towards the Israeli 
policies. 

Deputy Bassam Emoush 
lauded the government’s 
firm position towards the 
Israeli settlement policy. 

Deputy Deeb Abdullah 
called for reviving the call 
for jihad as the only formu- 
la to unite Arabs and Mus- 
lims to enable them to 
restore Jerusalem. 

Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
called for freezing relations 
with Israel and for recalling 
the Jordanian ambassador 
in Tel Aviv. He said 
restoration of relations 
should be linked with 
Israel's commitment to 
honour its obligations. 

Deputy Nazih Ammarin 
said what was happening in 
Jerusalem represents a 
challenge for the Arab will, 
credibility and existence. 

Following are excerpts 
from Prime Minister 
Kabariti's speech to the 
House: 

“Jordan considers Arab 
Jerusalem as a Jordanian 
internal affair as it is an 
Arab and Islamic affair. 
Jordan has included a spe- 
cial clause in its peace 
treaty with Israel dealing 
with the Islamic and Chris- 
tian holy places in Arab 
Jerusalem guaranteeing its 
custody of these places 
pending a final settlement 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians about the city. 

“For Jordan, Jerusalem is 
a historic record as it is for 
the Hashemites and the Jor- 
danian people who have 
struggled and shed blood 
and sacrificed martyrs in its 
defence. 

“We would like to empha- 
sise that any aggression on 
Arab Jerusalem is not only 
a violation of the Palestin- 
ian-Israeli peace accords 
but also a flagrant violation 
of the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, an encroachment bn 
international legitimacy 
and damaging to the Israeli 
government’s credibility in 
the peace building process. 
Such aggression is bound to 
create tension that threatens 
the peace process and 
opens the door for serious 
situations which the 
Israelis cannot control.... 

“It is illogical for the 
Israelis to expect front the 


Palestinians to serve as a 
police force protecting 
Israeli bulldozers which 
devour Jerusalem and to 
exercise self-restraint and 
refrain from escalating the 
situation. 

"Israel should realise that 
it can by no means establish 
normal relations with Jor- 
dan and the Arab and Islam- 
ic countries while pursuing 
illegal policies in Arab 
Jerusalem. It should realise 
that it is impossible for it to 
continue building peace 
and Jewish settlements at 
the same rime. 

“His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has voiced Jordan’s 
rejection of any change in 
the status of Jerusalem 
before the end of the final 
status negotiations to avert 
any obstruction to the peace 
process, the loss of mutual 
confidence and the creation 
of frustration among the 
people of the region. The 
King had said that the con- 
struction of Jewish settle- 
ments in Arab East 
Jerusalem threatens the 
peace in the entire Middle 
East region and threatens 
all achievements realised so 
far on the path of peace. 
He made it clear that any 
party which takes (illegal) 
decisions should be ready 
to be confronted with reac- 
tions to these measures. 

■‘This means that settle- 
ments and peace do not go 
together and that Jordan 
considers the settlements as 
illegitimate. Jordan is not 
satisfied only with a bilater- 
al peace treaty with Israel 
and will continue to seek 
comprehensive peace. 

“Our stand is identical 
with that of the Palestinians 
with regard to Arab 
Jerusalem, the settlement 
issue, the closure of Pales- 
tinian institutions in Arab 
Jerusalem and the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo 
accord. 

“Jordan will continue to 
support the Palestinian 
leadership's struggle to 
regain Palestinian rights. 
We condemn the Israeli 
stand and. settlements poli- 
cies which undermine 
peace accords and violate 
the Israel's peace treaties 
with Jordan and Egypt 

“We have come to an 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians on a united front to 
confront the Israeli mea- 
sures and their conse- 
quences through intensifi- 
cation of contacts and con- 
sultations with major pow- 
ers which wield influence 
on the peace process. 


U.S. ready to attend international meeting called by Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

conference on Saturday in 
Gaza. We certainly, if an 
invitation is formally issued 
to the United States, will be 
there," department 

spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said. 

Israel’s foreign minister 
said that the Palestinians' 
effort to draw the 
international community 


into their latest dispute with 
Israel could destroy the 
peace process. 

“Any attempt for 
international intervention .. 
will lead to a freeze in the 
peace process,” said David 
Levy, reacting to Palestinian 
plans to host diplomats from 
the United States. Europe, 
the Arab World and Japan in 
the Gaza Strip for the week- 
end meeting. 


At the same time, Mr. 
Levy and other Israeli offi- 
cials have suggested that 
they would welcome an 
effort by the United States 
to mediate. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Levy 
called U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright to 
discuss the Gaza conference, 
said a foreign ministry offi- 
cial. 

The Palestinian U.N. del- 


egate meanwhile predicted 
that a General Assembly res- 
olution criticising Israel’s 
settlement plan for Arab 
East Jerusalem would get 
“near unanimous" support. 

By bringing the matter to 
the 185-member General 
Assembly following the 
U.S. veto of a similar reso- 
lution in the Security Coun- 
cil. Israel and the United 
States are likely to be in an 


“The worldwide angry' 
reactions to the Israeli gov- 
ernment’s decision senes 
as a clear evidence of the 
success of the joint Paies- 
tinian-Jordanian diplomatic 
offensive which will con- 
tinue at ail forums ro 
remove all Israeli obstacles 
in the path of peace. 

“In our joint endeavour 
we realise that an improve- 
ment in the living condi- 
tions of the liberated Pales- 
tinians is bound to enhance 
our brothers' steadfastness, 
political will and negotiat- 
ing stand. For this reason 
we have concluded a series 
of agreements to promote 
economic, industrial, edu- 
cational and other forms of 
cooperation with the Pales- 
tinian people. 

"It is not the first time in 
which the peace process 
faces real crisis. But we 
have to intensify’ our efforts 
and pursue all avenues 
towards the attainment of 
peace. 

“We do not believe in 
passing decisions on freez- 
ing or severing (relations'). 
This is an easy diplo- 
matic conduct allowing one 
to sit back and express sat- 
isfaction with what he had 
done. Taking such a stand 
under the circumstances 
would only give justifica- 
tion and excuse to the other 
side to close the door, shirk 
their responsibilities and 
commitments and suspend 
the peace process, thus cre- 
ating a tense and explosive 
atmosphere which does not 
serve the Palestinian 
cause. 

“We can help the Pales- 
tinians to regain their rights 
and their lands through 
negotiations and dialogue. 
We all need patience and 
perseverance and clear 
vision to mobilise our 
efforts to attain a just peace 

"We cannot turn our back 
to the peace process 
because if we did we 
would let down our Pales- 
tinian brothers and abandon 
their cause before the 
Israeli onslaught. . We can- 
not be of any use if we 
withdraw from the peace 
efforts leaving behind the 
Palestinians, the Syrians 
and the Lebanese to deal 
separately with their prob- 
lem. 

"We cannot stop our 
endeavours and rum our 
backs to agreements and so 
give Israel the excuse to 
go back on agreements and 
continue swallowing Arab 
land." 


even more isolated position. 

"We are sure that there 
will be near unanimous sup- 
port," said Palestinian rep- 
resentative Nasser A I 

Kidwa, who said the resolu- 
tion would be "basically the 
same text” as the one pre- 
sented to the Security Coun- 
cil. 

The General Assembly 
was set to meet Wednesday, 
with a vote expected Thurs- 
day. 


The American Embassy/American Business Center 
is pleased to invite you to 

The Fifth Annual American Computer Show 
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March 12-14, 1997 Philadelphia Hotel, Royal Hall 
The show will be open to the public on Thursday & Friday March 13-14, 1 997 
from 1 0:00 am - 1 :00 pm and from 4:00 pm - 1 1 :00 pm 

Participating Companies & Philadelphia Hotel will award various prizes on Friday March 14,1997 

Participating Companies 

Access, Al-Roi/Jonhn Times f/ordon Press foundation), Applied Technical Systems, Arabia.On.Une, 

Arabian Office Automation Company, Arabist, Aramex, Armousb Tourist Investment Company (McDonalds], Byte 
Middle East, Business Optimization Consultants, Computer Application & Technical Services, Computer Networking 
Services, General Computers and Electronics, Global One Communications (Jordan) Ud., Ideal Group, Ideal 
Systems, International Business Systems, Jordan Micro Tech., Jordan Mobile Telephone Services, Jordan Radio 
Paging, Magnet, Mirage Information Technology Group, Modem Information Systems Design, Modem Systems and 
Computer Trade, National Equipment And Technical Services Company, National U.S. Arab Chamber of 


Computer Trade, National Equipment And Technical Services Company, f> 
Commerce (Washington, D.C), Saadi Communication Systems, Sinam Inter 
Special Systems Company, Specialized Technical Services, Tantash In 


Systemi, Smart Systems, 
ion Systems Group. 
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U.S. economy enters seventh 
year of consecutive growth 


NEW YORK i AFP) -The 
U.S. economy is beginning 
its seu'nth consecutive year 
of expansion (his month in 
what some economists are 
calling best conditions 
since the 1960s. 

According to the forecast- 
ing group DR I/McGraw- 
Hill. not since 1965 has the 
United States known a sim- 
ilar combination of growth 
and low inflation. 

The economic upswing 
following the end of the 
recession in March 1991 is 
now the third longest in 
postwar years and has cre- 
ated 12 million jobs. So far 
most analysis say the 
expansion shows no sign of 
slow ing or self-destructing. 

"The U.S. is still in its 
best fundamental shape in 
25 years. Nexer has infla- 
tion been so low at such an 
advanced stage of a busi- 
ness cycle." said Donald 
Siraszheini. economist at 
brokerage firm Merrill 
Lynch. 

Federal Reserve Vice 
Chairman Alice Rivlin 
recently described condi- 
tions as "remarkably 
favourable" 

Six years of progress have 
allowed the United States 
to turn the page on a long 
spell of inflation and bud- 
getary drift which followed 
the Vietnam war. the free- 
ing of exchange rates and 


two oil enses. 

The return to 1 960s-xtvle 
growth takes various forms 
but includes negligible unir 
labour costs rises in manu- 
facturing. thanks to moder- 
ate salary increases and 
gains in productivity. 

" The tight grip on inflation 
explains in pan the spectac- 
ular surge on Wall Street, 
where stock prices have 
been driven up on real com- 
pany performance — prof- 
its have doubled in six 
years — rather than specu- 
lation, analysts say. 

Investors have rediscov- 
ered their appetite for 
stocks, investing S222 bil- 
lion in equity mutual funds 
last year. 

Some economists believe 
the U.S. economy, deregu- 
lated, restructured and 
competitive, has finally 
shaken off the boom-and- 
bust cycle. 

They attribute this to the 
the Federal Reserve's mon- 
etary policy: the reduction 
of the budget deficit to its 
lowest percentage level 
since 1974: the adaptability 
and innovation of U.S. 
businesses: the U.S. lead in 
the technological revolu- 
tion: and the globalisation 
of U.S. capitalism. 

Mr. Straszheim. among 
others, believes the party 
will not go on forever. 

"Expansions don't die of 


old age. They die of dis- 
eases — of imbalances.” he 
said. "We don’t see the 
makings of the next down- 
turn yet. But eventually, 
overheating will be the like- 
ly culprit.” 

Mr. Rivlin warned of the 
dangers of inflation, saying 
“you should be vigilant 
against the start of infla- 
tionary pressures and the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) is 
indeed vigilant. That is the 
stance we are in now.” 

Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan. testifying 
before Congress last week, 
warned that the economy 
was “clearly running very 
close to capacity." 

Some economists see the 
Fed boosting interest rates 
by a quarter-point before 
mid-year to avert any 
upcoming inflationary pres- 
sures and preserve the slow 
growth scenario. 

Others including former 
labour secretary Robert 
Reich and management 
guru Peter Drucker see 
problems in the growing 
inequality of income, with 
the “haves” reaping the 
benefits of the expansion at 
the expense of the "have- 
nots” 

“Left unchecked, it could 
undermine the stability and 
moral authority of the 
nation.” said Mr. Reich. 


Pakistan builds up reserves 


KARACHI |AFP> — Pak- 
istan's foreign exchange 
reserves have climbed to 
$850 million since Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif 
urged citizens to hand over 
their hard currency, central 
bank sources said. 

Foreign exchange reserves 
were up from $590 million 
when the Benazir Bhutto 
government was dismissed 
in November and $690 mil- 
lion when Mr. Sharif took 
office, they said. 

"Sharif's policies have 
evoked enthusiastic 

response from Pakistanis 
inside and outside the coun- 
try and the business commu- 
nity." said an official at the 
State Bank of Pakistan. 

The premier made an 
appeal to Pakistani citizens 
last month for donations or 
tune deposits in foreign cur- 
rency to help the govern- 


ment reduce its foreign debt 
burden estimated at around 
S30 billion. 

Pakistan is to retire 
approximately SI billion 
debt by September this year, 
official sources said. 

"The flow of foreign cur- 
rency deposits has shown a 
steady increase." the official 
said. 

Under procedures 

announced by the central 
bank. Pakistani citizens can 
extend to the government 
$1,000 each as an interest- 
free rwo-io-five year loan or 
deposit the amount in a bank 
account for at least two 
years. 

Those not ready to forgo 
interest will be paid profit 
quarterly at rates ranging 
between 7.50 per cent and 
9.0 per cent depending on 
the duration of the deposits. 

Private businesses and 


people from all walks of 
life, including the armed 
forces, have announced 
donations for the fund. 

The Pakistani business 
community in the Gulf state 
of Dubai has promised at 
least $50 million in dona- 
tions and deposits, sources 
said. 

Businessmen in Pakistan’s 
commercial capital. 

Karachi, plan to raise $250 
million, the president of 
Karachi Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, Shahza- 
da AJam. said. 

Mr. Alam said the foreign 
exchange reserves would 
exceed ~S 1.25 billion before 
the budget, due in June. 

Workers in government 
and private establishments 
have donated a day's salary 
while the Karachi Stock 
Exchange (KSE) has con- 
tributed nearly S500.000. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Alphabet run 
5 Suzette head 

10 Traveled 

14 Card game word 

15 Long-necked 
bird 

1 6 Range area 

17 Scot 

19 Delight or thrill 

20 Popular name 
for a street 

21 Memory 

22 Turns inside out 

24 Curb 

26 Experts 

27 It's out of its 
mine 

28 Picturesque 
waterfalls 

32 Do in 

35 Box 

37 Sphere of action 

38 Fountain drinks 

40 Intense anger 

41 Dud 

42 Teen follower 

43 Sparks and 
Beatty 

45 Function 

46 Teapot 
contents? 

48 Ernesto 
Guevara 

50 Les Etats — 

51 Showy things 

55 Lady in charge 

58 Biddies 

59 Be sorry 

60 Above alt 

61 Novices 

64 Whimpering cry 

65 Occupation 
contract 

66 Earring holder 

67 Henry's fourth 

68 Chemical 
compound 

69 Prohibitionists 

DOWN 

1 waves of 
grain" 

2 Balt beauty 

3 Bush group 

4 Presidential 
monogram 


by Mary Derderian Brown 


5 Picks 

6 Dollars for 
quarters? 

7 Sea bird 

8 Part of E.A.P. 

9 Registers 

10 February 14 
starter 

1 1 — the hill 

12 Headway 

13 Termini 

18 Fox or Rabbit 
23 Outspoken 

25 Color 

26 Skinned 

28 Is inclined 

29 Floor model, in 
short 

30 Chemical 
compound 

31 Reasonable 

32 Singing style 

33 Star or stone 
start 

34 Astringent 
36 Quart makers 
39 Pool person 
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44 Supermarket aid 
47 One alone 
49 — money (bribe) 

51 Water birds 

52 Baseball goof 

53 Pass, as in a 
race 


54 Affirmatives 

55 Family member 

56 Egyptian god 

57 Urban place 

58 Pressure 

62 — judicata 

63 Ancient 


Saudi economy set to perform well in 4 97 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s oil-reliant 
economy is expected to per- 
form well In 1997 with 
crude prices forecast to 
remain strong and the gov- 
ernment set to keep spend- 
ing high, experts have said. 

But the gross domestic 
product (GDP) of die 
world’s oil superpower will 
probably not increase as 
much as it did in 1996 when 
oil prices surged by more 
than $3 a barrel over the pre- 
vious year, the experts said. 

Henry A 2 zam, chief econ- 
omist at the Saudi National 
Commercial Bank, predict- 
ed in the United Arab Emi- 
rates daily Al Khaleej 
growth of around three per 
cent in current prices in 
1997, compared to finance 
ministry figures of 8.6 per 
cent in 1996 and 4.3 per cent 
in 1995. 

He said the price of North 
Sea Brent crude was expect- 
ed to remain as high as $20 
in 1997, slightly lower than 
the 1996 average of S20.7. 

"The oil sector is not 
expected to record any 
growth this year but the 
expansionist budget will 
support positive growth in 
the government sector, 
which will grow by around 
six per cent compared with 
8.2 per cent in 1996." Mr. 
Azzam wrote. 

"The private sector is also 
expected to extend the gains 
it attained in the last quarter 
of 1996 with a growth of 
around 4.2 per cent. There 
are several factors that sup- 
port this trend, including 
strong oil prices, the higher 
budget, an increase in liq- 
uidity and an improvement 
in the Saudi riyal ” he indi- 
cated. 

Saudi Arabia forecast 
expenditure of 181 billion 
rivals ($48.2 billion) in 1997 
compared with a forecast 
expenditure of $40 billion in 
1996. 

"Oil prices are expected to 
be high this year because of 
the growth in demand, but I 
don’t think they will be as 
strong as last year," said 
Mohammad Ai Asumi, chief 
economist at the state-con- 
trolled Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 

Nevertheless, “this will 
have a positive impact on 
the economy of Saudi Ara- 
bia and other Gulf countries 
in terms of growth rates, 
budgets and trade balance," 
he added. 

Mr. Azzam ’s figures 

showed Saudi Arabia's GDP 
would rise to 525 billion 
riyals ($140 billion) in 1997 
from 509.7 billion riyals 
($135.9 billion) in 1996. 

According to these fig- 
ures, the oil sector's share of 
the GDP will probably 
retreat to 36.2 per cent from 
37.3 per cent while the non- 
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oil sector will rise to 63.8 
per cent from 62.7 per cent. 
During the oil boom of late 
1970s and early 1980s : the 
oil sector dominated the 
GDP. 

“The Saudi economy 
entered a new stage of 
growth in 1996. and ft is 
expected to continue this 
year" Mr. Azzam said. 

‘The more than expected 
increase in oil prices last 
year did not only positively 
afreet the kingdom's income 
and current account, but 
enabled the government to 
carry out an expansionist 
financial policy that con- 
tributed to achieving high 
growth rates in the non-oil 


sectors," he added. 

Mr. Azzam was referring 
to a sharp increase in 
Riyadh’s actual expenditure 
over its projected level in 
1996 due to the surge in 
crude prices. The bulk of the 
increase was used to pay 
arrears to local contractors 
and farmers. 

Meanwhile, experts said 
Saudi Arabia will likely 
miss a target it set for 2000 
to wipe out a persistent bud- 
get deficit because of heavy 
defence spending and slow 
reforms. 

“Every time we say the 
deficit will be negligible or 
eliminated, we find that it is 
still there at the end of the 


year. This is because the 
oQveroment apparently can 
not put the brakes on spend- 
ing." a Saudi banker said. 

“From the partem of 
spending over the past few 
years. 1 think the gap 
between revenue and expen- 
diture will stay in the next 
years. The Saudis appear 
unable to cut defence spend- 
ing and the reforms are 
moving like a lame duck,’’ 
he added. 

Economists had expected 
the actual Saudi budget 
shortfall to disappear at the 
end of 1996 because of the 
surge in erode oil prices but 
it was only cut by around 
S400 mill ion to $4.5 billion. 
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Brent 18.85 19.15 

W. Texas 20.30 20 X 5 
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Metal Prices 
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HOROSCOPE : 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 

MARCH 12, 1997 

By Thomas S- Pierson, . 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Study your status 
in the outside world today 
and plan how id improve it 
with whatever details you 
will need to apply. You can 
make the days ahead 
brighter for your loved 
ones through the efforts 
which you expend. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Add more charm 
and beauty today in both 
your career activities and 
your environment so that 
you can make all of your 
efforts more successful. 
People cooperate if you 
wear a smile, so give them 
a happy grin whenever 
possible. 0 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Get into the 
amusements you like the 
most today and have a 
happy' rime in the pursuit 
of these activities. Be care- 
ful in motion especially on 
the highway, thereby you 
can avoid getting into any 
difficulties with other peo- 
ple. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) Do 
whatever will bring more 
harmony within your 
home today so that you 
can be happier there, espe- 
cially with your loved ones 
around. Later tins evening 
you can get together with 
fellow associates and 
devise a course of action. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Plan how to have more 
harmony today with per- 
sons who are important in 
your daily routines for you 
to become quite success- 
ful Make important visit 
to see those people who 
you have not encountered 4s 
for sometime. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make the 
right financial contact 
today and improve your 
monetary status so that you 
can have extra funds for a 
rainy day. Dress nicely for 
best result in your career 
activities, since someone 
who look successful will 
be successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You are 
char ming and dynamic 
today, so see as many per- 
sons as you can to assist 
you in finding happiness, 
whether it be in business 
activities or your personal 
life. Later this evening will 
be good to go out on the 
town wife mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Show 
more affection for your 
mate today and be roman- 
tically happy by doing 
something special for him 
or her. Go after data later 
this evening you need for 
success and you will gain 
it through fee efforts of a £ 
bigjvig. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21) Take some time away 
from practical matters 
today and enjoy rite com- 
pany of good friends to 
relieve tension and relax 
from all of your stressful 
business activities. This 
evening will be good to 
meet wife good friends for 
some fun. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Keep 
busy today at improving 
your prestige and credit 
and thereby you will gam 
the recognition you see 
from those in authority. A 
kind person of importance 
gives you added support 
for completing any project 
which is current. 4j 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Find the 
right way today to enter- 
tain persons you film and 
naake your efforts more 
productive. Plan a nip 
which has long been on 
your mind and determine 
fee best method of opera- 
tion to make it successful. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Tty to be wife, 
fine personalities you like, 
and maintain a good rap- 
port with them. Make your 
relationship more romantic 
wife your mate by show- 
ing him or her some extra . 

affection or doing some- 
thing special which is 
appreciated, 

Birtbsfcme of Mardu- 
Aquamarine — Jasper. | ■ 
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Swiss bank delegation 
starts visit today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
high-ranking delegation 
representing Union Bank 
of Switzerland /UBS) will 
start a short visit to Jordan 
today, according to 
source at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 

During the visit, organ- 
ised by .the AFM, the del- 
egation members will 
meet with senior govern- 
ment officials as well as 


private sector representa- 
tives. 

UBS is Switzerland’s 
strongest bank and one of 
three banks world-wide 
that retain an AAA credit 
rating. It is a major player 
in the global financial ser- 
vices market, coordinator 
in initial public offerings 
and leading equity under- 
writer in global primary 
markets. 



Toujan wants privatisation process 
stopped as she sees beneficiaries a 
being opportunists , capitalists 

** “I DO not approve of selling a pebble of the earth under 
the authority of current government and in light of the 
weakness of the Lower House which is enacting many 
laws to serve the inrerests of some individual opportunists 
and capitalists,” said Deputy Toujan Faisal voicing her 
opposition to the privatisation policy followed by the gov- 
ernment “Speeding up the privatisation process means 
quickening theft in the lost time before democracy holds 
and accountability ” she added. 

The deputy said privatisation should be started with los- 
ing companies as the profitable ones are often sold to cer- 
tain individuals at terms tailored to fit a specified group 
although, on the face of it the terms seem to be general 
conditions. She stressed that the companies to be privatised 
should be studied carefully in order to improve their situa- 
tion and to bold the beads of those firms accountable for 
their failures. Such studies, Ms. Faisal indicated, should 
also, ensure that the value of the companies is not underes- 
timated When they are sold so as not to harm the public 
interest and not to cause any loss for the treasury. 

Ms. Faisal called for formulating a special law to become 
the base and main foundation to the privatisation process, 
especially as it involves large amounts that should not be 
“played with” without controls. She wanted the law to be 
drafted by an expanded economic committee that would 
represent all public sectors and all . the qualified economists 
from the private sector. 

She emphasised “total support for the private sector to 
play its full role” and highlighted that the private sector ini- 
tiatives have always been better than those of the public 
sector. “However, this should not mean the absence of con- 
trols and sbouid not mean keeping the protection arrange- 
ments,’’ the deputy stressed. J"* ' " 

Ms. Faisal said that the success^ of tite large government 
companies, such as the potash, cement and phosphate, can- 
not be guaranteed because these companies have no com- 
petitors in the Jordanian market. “If we compare these 
firms with similar ones in neighbouring countries we will 
find that their success relative and limited,” she added. 

Demanding that the ongoing privatisation process be 
slopped until “we have a Lower House that is qualified and 
democratic (not elected according to a one vote system),” 
Ms. Faisal said die Jordanian economy has not been reha- 
bilitated in the right form over the past years because it was 
based on “government deals and protection serving certain 
people.” 

She added; “Rehabilitating the private sector does not 
happen by flooding it with exemptions and privileges and 
-opening die borders for smuggling under the pretext of 
encouraging investments.” Furthermore, encouraging 
investments does not mean not giving protection to our 
products and industries, she said (A1 Dus tour). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Normally 1 hate the smell of liver, 
hut this time I sprayed the pan 
with deodorant first.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Itanrt Amgld -nd MH» *»oWon 


■ Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


OSHUE 




MnpamrMt 

GUNEB 


LL 

□ 

^ A- > 

PROTTE 



rr 

r ” 

MO 

IGEA 



z 

z 

r v ; ' 



HOW PATIENTS 
HAVE TO RAY 
SOME COSMETIC 
SUROEONS. 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug. 
gesttd by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 


I tumbles: TACKY UNITY MAGPIE BUREAU 
itesterday's what the butchers looked forward to ai their 

ADSW ^ annual bash -CUTTING UP 


Jewellers sell more gold, investors buy less — WGC 


LONDON (R) — Gold 
jewellery demand 
reached a new record 
last year but interest in 
the metal as an invest- 
ment waned, according 
to figures published by 
the World Gold Council 
(WGC). 

About 2,242 tonnes of 
gold jewellery were pur- 
chased last year com- 
pared with 2,231 tonnes 
in 1995. 

But investors settled 
for only 322 tonnes last 
year, a decline of 25 per 
cent from 432 tonnes the 
previous year. 

Overall consumption 
fell 102 tonnes to 2,642 
tonnes in the countries 
monitored by the WGC 
which account for about 
three quarters of total 
world demand. 

Much of Latin Ameri- 
ca and former Soviet 
B]oc countries are not 
monitored by the coun- 
cil, a producer-spon- 
sored agency. 

George Milling-Stan- 
ley, WGC manager for 

f old market analysis, 
enied that the decline 
in investor demand was 
an indication of gold 
losing its role as an 
investment asset 
“This is not indicative 
of a longer term trend. 
Demand last year was a 
logical response to 
. bizarre movements in 
exchange rates,” he said. 


Japan, Germany and 
Austria all ben’efitted 
from favourable 

exchange rates which 
.meant the gold price 
was at an 1 8-year low in 
Japan and a 12-year low 
in marks. 

“In 1996, investment 
demand has fallen back 
to more normal levels 
commensurate ' with 
early 1990s and late 
1980s” Mr.- Milling- 
Stanley said. 

Overall gold consump- 
tion was down only four 
per cent on the 1995 
record level. 

“Gold demand in 1996 
remained very close to 
the previous year's 
record .high level, in 
spite of a drop in invest- 
ment demand. The over- 
all 1996 performance is 
a testament to the 
strength of jewellery 
demand,” the WGC said 

Jewellery consumption 
totalled 2,242 tonnes 
just above the record set 
the year before and 
remained robust in early 
1997, the WGC said. 

Gold demand 

increased in the Middle 
East and the developing 
markets of Asia and 
Latin America as well as 
in the U.S. and Europe. 

But demand in Japan 
fell 41 per cent against 
1995 — largely reflect- 
ing the decline in 
investor interest 


Gold devotees in India, 
the world's largest 
importer of the yellow 
metal, bought over 500 
tonnes for the first time 
as they raised purchases 
six per cent over 

Mr. Milling-Stanley 
noted that high Indian 
demand was continuing 
into 1997. 

A key factor was the 
recent liberalisation pro- 
gramme by the Indian 
government that allowed 
non-resident Indians to 
bring home up to 10 
kilogrammes of gold 
every six months. 

This had created sin- 
gular problems for air- 
lines. 

Gold insurance limits 
have been reached by 
flight operators from 


Europe where gold is 
cast into the small bars 
favoured by hoarders in 
the Indian sub-continent 
to Dubai the main 
“retailer” to India’s gold 
craving public. 

Flights from Dubai are 
haying to impose safety 
weight limits on the 
amount of gold being 
shipped home by return- 
ing Indian workers. 

Not surprisingly Dubai 
is currently reporting its 
highest ever import fig- 
ures, said Mr. Milling- 
Stanley. 

However, gold demand 
in China, once the great 
hope for ever increasing 
consumption declined 
by seven per cent to 
3/1.40 tonnes. 

Part of the reason was 
the increasing demand 


put on the more affluent 
population's disposable 
income as the govern- 
ment provided fewer 
services than in its hard- 
er line communist days. 

“After the death of 
Deng (Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping) it is 
possible to see continu- 
ing liberalisation of the 
socio-political environ- 
ment said Mr. Milling- 
Stanley. 

“But you may also see 
more liberalisation of 
the gold market which 
could help to offset that 
decline (in consumer 
spending),” he added. 

Liberalisation of gold 
trading in India had dou- 
bled demand in five 
years and more recent 
easing of controls in 
Indonesia had also vast- 


ly increased gold con- 
sumption. 

China's 5.000 state- 
run gold retail stores 
each had to serve 2.5 
million people com- 
pared with one gold out- 
let per 7,000 people in 
Hong Kong, Mr. 
Milling-Stanley said. 

"More retail stores 
would help (in China). 
But deregulation can be 
a double edged sword as 
it can give people access 
to lots ot other than 
gold,” he said. 

The WGC which is 
sponsored by several 
major mining compa- 
nies to promote gold 
consumption monitors 
areas accounting for 
about 75 per cent of 
world sold demand. 


Hong Kong tops list 
of most expensive 
office market 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The outlook for office 
markets this year in 
Hong Kong, the Philip- 
pines and Singapore is- 
favourable, a report has 
, said.-fo its- latest report. 
Marlin Land Ltd. said 
prices of prime office 
rents in Hong Kong aver- 
aged $88 per 0.09 
square metre per annum, 
compared to $58 in Sin- 
apore and $35 in the 


miippmes. 

In Beijing, prime office 
rents hover around $55 

E ar annum, while Shang- 
ai stands at $50, and the 
southern Chinese city of 
Guangzhou at $25. 

In Kuala Lumpur, aver- 
age prime office rent was 
$25, in Bangkok, around 
$23, and $17 in Jakarta. 

. However, Ruyee How, 
Marlin Land’s group 
executive director, said 
the outlook for the Hong 
Kong, Philippines and 
Singapore office sector 
would remain positive in 
1997 due to strong eco- 
nomic performances. 

But other markets such 


as Jakarta, Bangkok. 
Shanghai, and Kuala 
Lumpur, will experience 
oversupply, exerting 
great pressure on office 
prices, rents, and capital 
values. 

In Hong Kong, Mr. 
How said the territory’s 
office market had picked 
up considerably in the 
last part of 1996 after 
dropping 30 per cent in 
the 15 months after mid- 
1994. 

Due to the country's 
booming economy, 
office prices and rentals 
in Manila have soared by 
more than 100 per cent 
over the past two years, 
particularly in the 
Makati business district 
where property values 
have doubled in less than 
a year. 

Singapore will also see 
a positive outlook this 
year because more multi- 
nationals are setting up 
regional offices there as 
the island shifts away 
from manufacturing to a 
more service-based 
economy. 


HOUSING BARK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE! 607171 / 607179 

ORGANISE" KARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSgDAY 11/03/1997 
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BEIT. AL-KAL ( B2ITRA) 

.9 

10.00 

2 

200 

300 

1.55 

1.50 

.05- 


1.000 

PHJLADSL. INV.HX. 

9 

0.00 

8 

7146 

8343 

1.17 

1.20 

.03* 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 197 

.96 *CRG: 

-0.31 . 

76 

54698 

179950 




2. BOO 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

5.4 

10.63 

1 

50 

95 

1.87 

1.90 

.01* 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119 

.46 *CBC: 

-0.16 

1 

50 

95 




1.030 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. • 

11.4 

7.32 

9 

6000 

9056 

1.65 

1.64 


1.540 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

4 

1650 

2109 

1.14 

1.14 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

22.4 

3.69 

13 

10500 

10S44 

1.00 

1.01 

.01* 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB IITTL.INV.EOOC. 

33.0 

6.06 

3 

1200 

3963 

3.33 

3.30 

.03- 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0. DO 

3 

1100 

107 B 

.98 

.98 


2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.3 

6.29 

10 

4000 

7050 

1.79 

1.75 

.04- 

1.200 

.750 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

3 

900 

700 

.77 

. 7B 

.01+ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX* 106.12 <C8C: 

-0.34 

45 

25SSO 

35300 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.0 

2. 86 

10 

6791 

23752 

3.49 

3-50 

.01* 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MIKES 

35.3 

0. DO 

1 

550 

1804 

3.30 

3.28 

.02- 

6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.5 

3.28 

9 

2710 

16524 

6.10 

6.10 


10.400 

8.720 

JOT. PETROL. KEFIRARY 

10.3 

7.87 

11 

1174 

11922 

10.11 

10.17 

.16* 

7.300 

6.250 

JORDAN TANNING 

6. B 

5.67 

2 

325 

2064 

6.35 

6.35 


2.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

61.7 

0.00 

7 

11800 

16402 

1.40 

1.39 

.Cl- 

7.950 

6.420 

JOT - WORSTED MILLS 

8.B 

3.62 

2 

1300 

8970 

6.90 

6.90 


4.160 

3.040 

ARAB PHnAH. KRNF. 

20.6 

S. 32 

7 

9350 

35155 

3.75 

3.76 

.1 1* 

7.250 

5.650 

JOT. CERAMIC IND. 

8.5 

3.6B 

7 

375 

2551 

6.83 

6.60 

.13- 

6.700 

4.250 

DAR ALDANA DV. INV. 

13.1 

4.17 

7 

5226 

2S02S 

4.79 

4. BO 

-0: + 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

31 

30700 

17744 

.59 

.57 

.Gi- 

-fa 

*.060 

ARAB PATER CONV.TRn. 

■ 7.8 

9.01 

2 

1250 

1438 

1.16 

1.15 

.M- 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL ZND5- 

9.S 

9. 38 

8 

3950 

2528 

.64 

.64 


1.540 

.930 

HTTERHED . PETRO . CHEM - 

9 

• 0.00 

2 

1000 

990 

1.00 

.99 

.(.7- 

.. .1-670 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

27.3 

0.00 

10 

2300 

3377 

1-49 

1.46 


2.750 

1.440 

.UNTV . M3DN.INDS. 

5.1 

11. 9B 

3 

1050 

1761 

1.69 

1.67 

.C--' 

' -1.820 

-*.-140 

ifbR.TNDS. RE SOURCES 

16.7 

0.00 

7 

2500 

3333 

1.34 

1.33 


1.270 

.840 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

23.9 

0.00 

20 

8500 

. 7541 

.90 

. B8 

- 1 " - . 

2.400 

1.750 

XL -IAI READY HEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

484 

884 

1.84 

1.83 

.( - 

1.360 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

27. S 

0.00 

6 

2200 

2574 

1.17 

1.17 

- 

1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. £ VEG. 

23.9 

0.00 

6 

2710 

2673 

.98 

.97 

4- 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDXXi 116.51 *CBCs 

-0.05 

163 

96318 

189085 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX. 155. 

42 .*C8G: 

-0.20 

28S 

176616 

404430 
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.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.3 

0.00 

9 

12000 

6000 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

K .950 

.950 

JOR. FIN. INV. CO. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

10000 

6500 

.95 

.90 

05- 

- B50 

.6BO 

UNION INV. SO 1 

67.0 

0.00 

1 

200 

40 




.640 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. . 

9 

0.00 

21 

4300C 

17653 

.43 

.41 

.02- 

N .950 

.640 

AL-UAWLIYAB 75* 

14.9 

0.00 

1 

300 

123 

.65 

.66 

.Cl* 

.640 

.200 

JOR . I KDS . MATCH—JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

3 

8000 

1760 

.22 

.22 


.740 

.S10 


E 

0.00 

5 

3650 

2124 




1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

S 

0.00 

9 

10050 

13990 

1.39 

1.39 

- 

.690 

.440 

ARAB INTL.ntV.TRO. 

9 

0.00 

4 

4750 

2138 

.46 

.45 

.01- 

.610 

.510 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

4 

1950 

997 

.54 

.51 

.. 1- 

.650 

.400 

NATL. KULT- ENG. KAMI CO 


0.00 

19 

32600 

14010 

.44 

.43 

.( L- 

.660 

.430 

HAYZAX DIES & MOULDS 

B 

0.00 

• 7 

6950 

4230 

.61 

.61 

- 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

6 

15250 

11435 

.75 

.75 


.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

10000 

5100 

.51 

.51 

_ 

.750 

.600 

MIDEAST PHAKH. 75* 

S 

0.00 

1 

1750 

630 

.61 

.61 


♦ 1.330 

1.000 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 


D.SO 

3 

701/ 

S04 

1.00 

.97 

. r . 3- 

.770 

.570 

RAXI PHAHH. 65* 

E 

0.00 

1 

500 

120 

.60 

.59 

. 1- 

.680 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26. S 

0.00 

7 

7500 

3225 

.44 

.43 

. -1- 

1-140 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

S 

0.00 

1 

2 000 

1600 

.80 

.60 

— 

.950 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.6 

0.00 

87 

197850 

144012 

.70 

.73 

.03+ 

GRAND TOTAL 



j 


191 

369000 

236197 
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Tord^ Ma^^ac^ *** Jor da n Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made In Jordan in 18 & 21 k. 
A truly unique shop. 


gold. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle; Amman 
Also in Brazil. 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Afidoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rent 


STUDKOHfllG 

Professional-quality In 
L-h - J hcHir servf& z . - 

•- 

JpJUMBCE photo, size. 
pg%J^geriy^. ,l ' 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grmdlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweiffeh Tel: 823891 


-< ik was 

LuMi-.O: KO \ 
I’lK.iri'LUt-S 

‘. 1 AINTFN \\n. SKRYICI s 

vr.NiLsv vi 
VI = MTiiSfl 

-KHlki-VI: 

r 1 :- 'x; ; v • i 
i : AT KTTI 

\ \\ i VsNHi.D 



4pm Mhm fir Amman 



• One & Two Bedroom* * Fully 
JJqnipped * Oafly 

Long Stay * ReuonaUa Rib* 


Tel 602672 Fax 674551 


fa 

crown ron± 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING FOOL 

-SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




■ E A L ESTATE 




FOR 

RENT 




For dete& please oaU 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 




FOMENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


* 



‘ Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


111 

I \\ : 704414 



Pizza Grande 

Restaurant £ Coffee Shop 

ppt ffeai iteiiaT) fsste 
Cic-ar.-ret plZZfi 


Free DELIVERY 
DINE l\ 
TAKE AWAY 


Wc Meted To The Seceorf Hoar Aleh&B ~ A bate 

* Superstore 

Tel. 688 471 Ext- 32 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


ZJ 









■* - 


io Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 12, 1997 



Field of 64 set for 
NCAA tourney 


Newcastle United's Colombian soccer star Faustino Asprilla (R) is tackled by Liverpool's Norwegian star Bjorn 
Tore Kvarme (L), as teammate Jamie Redknap (C) moves in during their FA Carling Premiership match at Anfield 
(Reuters photo) 

Liverpool win as Fowler 
settles Anfield thriller 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — 
Liverpool moved to within 
one point of Manchester 
United at the top of the 
English Premiership with a 
stunning 4-3 win over 
Kenny Dalglish's Newcastle 
on Monday. 

Fowler sealed one of the 
most dramatic Premiership 
encounters of recent years 
with virtually the last touch 
of the match when he head- 
ed in Stig Bjomebye ’s cross 
from the left. 

His 25th goal of the - sea- 
son came* at the* end of an 
extraordinary night in 
which Liverpool had gone 
three goals up in the "first 
half before Newcastle 
stunned them to level the 
scores with just one minute 
to go. 

In the end. it was an 
unhappy return for Dalglish 
to the club where he was 
idolised as a player and a 
manager with the scoreline 
showing a remarkable 
repeat of the corresponding 
fixture of last season’s 
game. 

The Newcastle boss could 
only watch as his side were 
rocked by first half goals 
from Steve McManaman. 
Patrick Berger and Robbie 
Fowler. 

And just when he thought 
his side had pulled off one 
of the most remarkable 
comebacks in living memo- 
ry through goals from Keith 
Gillespie. Faustino Asprilb 
and WaiTen Barton, Fowler 
srruck to send the home fans 
into a mad frenzy of cele- 
bration. 

The win lifted Roy Evans' 
side back above arsenal and 
into second position where 
they are just one point 
behind United, who had 


slumped to a shock 2-1 
defeat at Sunderland on 
Saturday. 

Until the 29th minute. 
Dalglish's side — still with- 
out injured striker Alan 
Shearer — had absorbed 
Liverpool's attacks without 
serious alarm. 

But in a devastating 70 
seconds. Newcastle were 
virtually down and out as 
Liverpool hit them with two 
superb goals. 

' The first involved a slick 
build-up 1 down the right 
before Jason McAteer 
delivered a low ball across 
the Newcastle box. 

Fowler dummied to shoot 
allowing the ball to roll to 
McManaman who con- 
trolled the ball before bend- 
ing the ball into the top left 
hand comer of Shaka 
Hislop's goal for his first 
goal in 14 league games. 

The Liverpool fans were 
still in mid-celebration 
when their team hit 
Dalglish's shell-shocked 
side for a second. 

McManaman dispos- 
sessed David Batty near the 
centre circle before bearing 
down on goal and releasing 
Fowler whose shot can- 
noned off the right hand 
post for Czech star Berger 
who simply slotted the ball 
into the back of the net. 

Five minutes from the 
interval. Fowler appeared to 
have killed off any lingering 
hopes of a Newcastle fight- 
back with his 24th goal of 
the season. 

Only three players were 
involved in a sweeping 
move from one end of the 
pilch to the other as 
Norwegian full-back Bjom 
Kvarme found Jamie 
Redknapp wide on the right 


with a 40-yard cross field 
pass. 

England midfielder 

Redknapp looked up before 
releasing Fowler with his 
own searching pass which 
allowed the Liverpool strik- 
er to finish coolly with a 
chip over the sprawling 
Hi.slop. 

For one Newcastle fan. the 
unfolding rout was too 
much bear and he ran dow n 
the touchline and tossed his 
shirt at manager Dalglish in . 
the Newcastle dugoul. 

Dalglish, though, was 
lucky not see the scoreline 
doubled as wave after wave 
of Liverpool attack crashed 
in on his beleaguered 
defence in the quarter of an 
hour after the break. 

Fowler twice went close. 
Berger headed inches wide. 
John Barnes grazed a post. 
Sria Bjomebye forced a 
smart low save out of 
Hislop and McAteer twice 
blazed over with powerful 
drives. 

But Newcastle, whose 
frustrations were reflected 
in an ugly challenge on 
McManaman by Batty who 
was booked for his indiscre- 
tion, crept back into the 
game when Gillespie's 
speculative shot front out- 
side the area bobbled into 
the back of the net after a 
mistake by keeper David 
James. 

It appeared no more than a 
consolation, but with three 
minutes left on the clock 
Asprilla gave Newcastle 
faint hopes of a result with 
his first league goal since 
the 4-3 defeat to Liverpool 
in April last year. 

The Colombian lifted the 
ball over James with a 
superb lob on the run after 


being brilliantly found by 
substitute David Ginola. 

And within two minutes. 
Newcastle silenced the 
home crowd when Barton 
capitalised on some chaos 
in the Newcastle urea when 
he nudged the ball under 
James from close range. 

But as the Newcastle fans 
celebrated. Norwegian 
Bjomebye hurst down the 
left and fired over a cross 
which Fowler threw- his- 
head at’ the ball to secure a 
dramatic victory. 

“If we want to win the 
league, we have got to win 
games at Anfield and over 
the last few games we have 
not been doing that." said 
Liverpool hero Fowler. 

"When it was 3-3 I 
thought ‘that's it' — but we 
got another goal and that 
puts us back in the title 
race." 

The Anfield striker 
refused to rule Newcastle 
out of the title chase despite 
Monday's result. 

“There's a lot of games to 
go and you don't know 
what's going to happen." he 
said. 

'Man-of-the-match' 
McManaman could hardly 
believe his eyes when 

Barton scored Newcastle's 
equaliser. 

“I think it was down to our 
mistakes really — a few 
silly mistakes, a few stray 
balls," he said. 

“We were controlling the 
second-half but then, with 
15 minutes left, our passing 
became a little bit sloppy. 
We are upset really because 
we had the game won with 
20 minutes to ao. 


NEW YORK (R) — Top- 
ranked Kansas, defending 
champions Kentucky. North 
Carolina and Minnesota 
were installed as regional 
top seeds as the field of 64 
for the 59th NCAA College 
Basketball Tournament was 
announced at the weekend. 

Kansas ( 32- 1 ). which won 
the big 12 conference tour- 
nament. was named top seed 
in the Southeast Region. 

North Carolina (24-6). 
winner of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference tournament 

final over upset-minded 
N.C. State, was placed atop 
the East Region. 

Minnesota (27-3). despite 
Saturday's loss at 
Wisconsin, was given the 
top seed in the "Midwest 
Region, while the NCAA 
champion Wildcats (30-4), 
who wrapped up the 
Southeastern Conference 

title were awarded number 
one in the West. 

■ Kentucky bumped Utah 
out of the top seed in the 
West despite the fact the 
Utes have been ranked in the 
top 10 all season and won 
the Western Athletic 
Conference regular-season 
title and conference tourna- 
ment. 

The Kansas Jay hawks, 
who have been No. 1 since 
early December, will face 
Jackson State (14-15) 
Thursday in Memphis, 
Tennessee as “March mad- 
ness" gets underway. 

Kansas will attempt to 
become the second team in 
three seasons to win the 
NCAA tournament as the 
nation's tup-ranked- team. 
UCLA accomplished the 
feat in 1995. 

Kansas enters the tourna- 
ment riding a 10-game win- 
ning streak since its lone 
loss to Missouri. They have 
avenged that defeat’ twice 
since, including Sunday's 
‘87-60 Thrashing-hrthe ir big' 


conference 
final. L> - 


tdurrtamem 
-.it :rj nr, i;o j 


North Carolina enters the 
tournament as one of the 
honest teams in the nation. 

The tar heels, who won 
their final 12 games after an 
80-73 setback at Duke on 
January 29. will play 
Fairfield (11-18) in the first 
round Thursday at Winston- 
Salem. 

The game will hold spe- 
cial significance for North 
Carolina coach Dean Smith, 
who needs one win to tie the 
legendary Adolph Rupp of 
Kentucky for most wins by a 
Division I coach. Smith 
picked up his 875th victory 
in the ACC tournament 
final. 

Fairfield, which has the 
worst record in the field of 
64. captured the automatic 
bid from the metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference by win- 
ning its tournament as an 
eighth seed. 

Minnesota rolled to the 
big ten conference title, 
posting a 16-2 record in one 
of the tougher conferences 
in the nation. Saturday’s 
one-point loss at Wisconsin 
clearly failed to lessen the 
Gophers’ standing in the 
eyes of the tournament com- 
mittee that decided the seed- 
ings. 

Minnesota, heading a 
group of six big ten teams in 
die field of 64, opens against 
Southwest Texas state (16- 
12) on Friday in Kansas 
City. 

Southwest Texas State got 
to the big dance by captur- 
ing the Southland confer- 
ence tournament title. 

Despite awarding 

* Kentucky a top seed, the 
selection committee did not 
give the Wildcats a free ride 
to the final four, putting up 
two potentially huge road 
blocks in the West Region in 
second seed Utah and third 
seed Wake Forest. 

Kentucky will face 
■ J 'Montariir , (2 fiTOyirfta^fi/sl 1 
■ round Thursday in Salt Lake 
'TTStyl no n>urrnn< ■ V. . 


Tired Radulescu pays price of success 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Alex Radulescu, a semi-final- 
ist in Rotterdam at the weekend, paid the price for that 
success by crashing in the first round of the ATP tourna- 
ment here Monday. The fourth-seeded German, clearly 
jaded after his run of matches in the Netherlands, went 
down 3-6. 7-5. 6-3 to Jan Kroslak of the Slovak Republic. 

. Radulescu's third-seeded compatriot David Pritfbsil beat 
Frenchman Thierry Champion. Other winner^ were 
Thomas Johansson of Sweden, Karol Kuceraof the |»Iovak 
republic and Nuno Marques of Portugal. ^ 

Melinte scores hammer record y 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Romania’s Mihaela Melinte set a 
new women’s hammer world record of 69.5S metres, beat- 
ing her own previous mark of 69.42m set on May 12, 
1996, die Rompres news agency reported. Melinte set the 
1 new Mark at Saturday’s Romanian national athletics 
championships. 

Dichio still set on move 

LONDON (AFP) — Daniele Dichio said Tuesday he still 
had his heart set on leaving QPR at the end of the season, 
despite turning down the chance to join high-flying j 
Wimbledon. “A move to Wimbledon was not right for my 
career at this stage but I am a free agent in the summer and 
would look at any opportunity to play abroad* Dichio 
explained. “It is the first time rangers have given me the 
chance to talk to another club and I hope it alerts people to 
the fact that they would let me go.” Rangers boss Stewart 
Houston confirmed the First Division club had agreed to 
accept Wimbledon’s offer, believed to be in the region of 
1 million pounds, if Dichio could settle personal terms 
with them. 

NBA fines Gilliam for flagrant foul 

NEW YORK (R) — The NBA Monday fined Milwaukee 
Bucks centre Armon Gilliam S7,500 for committing a fla- 
grant foul against Cleveland’s Bob Sura in a game on 
Saturday. Gilliam, who is averaging 8.6 points per game 
and 6.7 rebounds this season, fouled Sura with 1 1 :00 
remaining in the second quarter of Milwaukee’s 90-82 vic- 
tory Saturday. Gilliam was immediately ejected from the 
game. The ejection also carries an automatic $1,000 fine. 

NFL attendance down 

NEW YORK (R) — Attendance in the National Football 
League in 1996 was down by nearly 600.000 fans from the 
year before, the NFL said on Monday. The NFL said total 
paid attendance for the 1996 season was 18,648,981. a 
drop of almost 600.000 from 1995's record total of 
19,202,757, but still the second highest total in the 
league’s 77-year history. The regular-season total, of 
14,612,417 for the 1996 season, an average of 60.885 per 
game, was also the second highest behind 1995’s total of 
15.043,562. For the third consecutive season, the Kansas 
j , .Pity, jCbigfs . le<J (he. NpL in regu lar-seasop , home,, attfljfc , ■ , 
dance with an eight-game total of 628.460. 
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Belgium’s Tom Steels (C) holds up his arms as he wins the third stage of the Paris-Nice cycling race between 
Bourges and Montlucon (173 Km). Steels won ahead of Italy's Gian Matteo Fagnini (R) and France's Frederic 
Moncassin (R). France’s Laurent JaJabert retains his leader’s jersey (Reuters photo) 


Russia ’s promoted ‘ tyre men 9 face bumpy ride in Premier League 


YAROSLAVL. Russia (R) — The ice 
is beginning to thaw at Yaroslavl's 
Shinnik Stadium and the Russian 
Premier League's provincial new 
recruits are bracing for (he start of the 
1997 season with a mixture of hope 
and trepidation. 

Their hope springs eternal. Their 
trepidation is that avoiding an early 
exit from a division dominated by rel- 
atively monied sides from Moscow is 
no pushover for the local tyre wefrks 
side among the poorest in the top 
flight. 

“The main thing is for us to hang on 
/" ' CINEMA 


to our place in the top division." 
Shinnik chairman Valery Frolov told 
reuters in his office in Yaroslavl. 260 
km north of the capital. "We live in 
hope and will do our best but it won't 
be easy." 

Outside, the unroofed stadium needs 
a lick of paint, a new scoreboard, and 
new seats although average attendance 
at the 24,0tX)-seater ground last year 
was 5,000. 

Sunday's opening fixture against 
Torpedo-Luzhniki from Moscow will 
usher in only Shinnik's third season in 
top flight football, just as the club. 


TEL1634144 


CINEMA 


founded by the local Shinnik i tyre- 
maker) tyre factory, celebrates its 40th 
anniversary. The 1963 and 1992 "pro- 
motion" seasons ended with instant 
relegation. 

Yaroslavl, an ancient city of onion- 
domed buildings on the Northern 
Volga, is not unused to sporting suc- 
cess but. fittingly for its climate, it has 
always come in the shape of torpedo 
Yaroslavl ice hockey club. 

Frolov, who played up front for 
Spartak Moscow in the 1970s. knows < 
life will be tough against Moscow’s ■ 
big teams. 

TEL634144 \, 7 ' CINEMX 


The Shinnik plant, like most Russian 
industry, is in deep trouble. Yaroslavl 
governor Anatoly Lisitsyn bankrolled 
the team to the runners-up spot in last 
year's First Division but his resources 
pale in comparison to what Moscow 
city council could call on to bail out 
Torpedo from the bankrupt Zil car 
plant. 

Shinnik coach 1 Anatoly Polosin’s 
share of an annual club budget of 10 
billion roubles ($1.8 million) — about 
enough to buy Alan Shearer's left foot 
— does not go far. 

Promotion is costing Yaroslavl a 


hefty $200,000 in undersoil heating. 

. Their failure to install it before now 
means they will play Sunday’s “home" 
fixture against Torpedo 1,500 km to 
the south in Krasnodar. 

Frolov says he has no choice but to 
pay up. If Shinnik has no heating by 
the time the ice returns to the Volga at 
the end of September they will be 
docked six points — which Frolov 
reckons could spell the end of their 
third spell in the Premier League. 

Offering bonuses, he has set the team 
the task of finishing in the top 10 in the 
1 8-club Premier League. 


TEL699238 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


PHILRDELPHIR “1” 

Eddie Murphy, Jada Pinkett <S 
James Coburn in 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

I Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA “2” y 

* 

David Caruso, Katheryn Erbe, 
Helen Hunt, & Samuel 
Jackson ...in 


KISS OF DEATH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLHZfl 


Adel imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh, 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “(” 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGAL.. IN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


ing. There is little room for mistakes, 
now Frolov admits Russian soccer is half a 
me ” dozen top clubs and the resL Next 
n to year’s Premier League will be cut to 1 6 
teams and could shrink further*. 

\ So, wary of comparison with Rotor 
^ .J Volgograd and 1 995 champions Alania 
■ ^ Vladikavkaz, the only provincials to 
?lov threaten Moscow’s grip on the post- 
heir soviet league, Frolov is a realist. 

‘‘All the leading clubs can lose points 
earn and lose games,” he said. “The more 
l the they lose, the better for Russian foot- 
ball.” 

^ Nabil 8* Hisham’s Theatre \ 

^ TEL: 625155 . j] 

THE THEATRE WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 




Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 12, 1997 




The Kingdom’s national soccer t<»»m 


i* Jordan beats Oman 4-1 

Iraqi team in Amman. 

Jordan’s Asian Group 3 qualifiers start 
April 8 against the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain. ... * 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest 
the first round World Cup qualifiers and 
have been divided into ten groups. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify for 
the second round where the teams will be 
divided into two groups. 

The first two from each group wiil then 
contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 
I99S World Cup in France while the win- 
ner of a play-off between the fourth team 
and the Oceania Zone winner will also 
qualify. 

The Kingdom’s team includes Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh, Mu’taz Risheh, Mohammad 
Abu Daoud, Yousef Ammouri, 
Mohammad Khaz'ali, Abdallah Abu 
Zame’h, Amjad Taher, Faisal Ibrahim, 
Isam Mahmoud, Hussein Shanaineh, 
Ra'fat Ali, Adnan Awad. Khaled Yousef, 
Walid Abdul Rahman, Munir Abu 
Hantash. Aref Hussein, Nart Yadaj, 
Bassam A1 Khatib, Ahmad Khalil, 
Mohannad Mahadin, Jamal Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman, Ja’far Hammad, 
Hassouneh Sheikh and Jiryes Tadros. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S NATIONAL SOCCER team 
Tuesday scored a 4-1 win over Oman 
concluding their training camp in Muscat 
in preparation for the Asian World Cup 
qualifiers next month. 

The match was an opportunity for the 
team's head coach to finalise the lineup 
with less than a month remaining for the 
kick-off of the Group 3 qualifiers against 
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates. 

Before beating Oman 2-0 in their first 
encounter Sunday, Jordan had played two 
matches against Lebanon losing 1-0 in 
Beirut and drawing 0-0 in Amman. 
Against the Iraqi team Jordan twice lost 
1-0 in Baghdad. 

Seven of A1 Faisal i’s players, including 
top strikers Subhi Suleiman and Jiryes 
Tadros, joined the national team's camp 
in Muscat following their team's partici- 
pation in the Arab Champions Cup in 
Morocco earlier this week. 

The visit to Muscat is the third leg of the 
team's camps abroad. Other friendlies 
scheduled by the Jordan Soccer 
"liFederation include two matches against 
Syria, March 16 in Amman and March 23 
in Damascus and two matches against the 


Skiing finals start fast today 


SKI WORLD CUP 



Pernilla Wiberg of Sweden raises her goggles as she leaves the course in Vail, March 
10, after training for the last World Cup downhill race of the season. Wiberg is the 
overall World Cup champion for the season (Reuters photo) 


VAIL (R) — The World 
Cup finals start with a 
bang on Wednesday and 
could end with an historic 
triumph on Sunday fol- 
lowing the last of the 
eight finals to be staged 
on the slopes of Vail 
mountain. 

Spring seems to have 
sprung early here with 
warm sunshine coaxing 
resort revellers to doff 
their jackets. The finals, 
aptly, are launched by the 
most hotly contested indi- 
vidual title race of the 
Alpine skiing season — 
the women’s downhill. 

After seven women's 
downhill races, a mere 
two points separate 
Russian Warwara 

Zelenskaja and Heidi 
Zurbriggen of 

Switzerland (423-421). 
Crowding that duo is 
Renate Goetschl of 
Austria, 20 points behind 
the leading Russian, and 
the fastest down the 
course in training. 

Zelenskaja, hoping to 
become the first Russian 
woman ever to claim a 
World Cup title, zoomed 
into the lead by sweeping 
a pair of downhills on the 
course to be used at next 
year’s winter Olympics in 
Japan. 

The women’s race will 
be followed by the men’s 
downhill, a discipline that 
has been utterly dominat- 
ed by the brilliant Luc 
AJphand of France. 

But Alphand, who easi- 
ly clinched his third 
straight tide on the 
strength of four wins this 
season, has set his sights 
on an even grander target 
and is poised to become 
the first Frenchman since 
the great Jean-Claude 
Killy in 1968 to reign as 


overall champion. 
Moreover, Alphand, 


fourth overall last season, 
is trying to do it the hard 


way by focusing solely 
on the speed events. 


He holds a 1 17-poim 
lead over 1994 overall 
champion Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt of Norway, but 
Alphand will have only 
one other chance to pad 
his total when he races in 
Thursday’s Super-G. 

Alphand. 31. is in posi- 
tion to claim that crown, 
too. since he holds a 69- 
poinl lead over Austrian 
Josef Strobl. 

Aamodt will be a 
bystander in the downhill 
as the finals showcase the 
top 25 skiers in each dis- 
cipline and he stands 27th 
in the event. 

But the 25-year-old 
Norwegian all-rounder 
will get his chance to win 
points in the Super-G. 
Saturday's giant slalom 
and Sunday's slalom. 

Half the season titles 
have already been decide 
Austrian Thomas Sykora 
has won five times this 
season bur has yet to 
shake off compatriot 
Thomas Stan gas singer, 
who trails by 76 points 
and needs to win { 100 
points) or finish second 
1 80 points), while Sykora 
stumbles. 

Besides possibly set- 
tling the men's overall 
title, the slalom two sec- 
onds. 

Double world champion 
Deborah Compagnoni of 
Italy is already assured 
the giant slalom title. 

The men's giant slalom 
championship belongs to 
Swiss Michael Von 
Gruenigen. but Theien 
Amiez for the season's 
bronze. 


Clermont, Creteil dream on after Cup draw 

PARIS (R) — Fourth Division Clermont and Third Division Creteil will be looking to beat 
top flight sides for the second rime in a row as they seek to emulate 1996 French Cup final- 
ists Nimes. 

The draw made on Sunday night pitted Clermont, who upset Paris St Germain on penal- 
ties after coming from 4-1 down to draw 4-4 in their third round tie, against relegation- 
threatened Nice in the quarter-finals. 

Creteil, who humbled League Cup finalists Strasbourg 1-0, meet Guingamp. 

Third division Nimes reached the final last season, going down to Auxerre but earning 
themselves a place in the European Cup Winners' Cup. 

Laval and Troyes, the second division sides who eliminated First Division leaders 
Monaco in the fust round and league champions Auxerre in the third round respectively, 
meet each other in the quarter-finals, scheduled for March 29. 

The only all fust division clash pits Bordeaux against Montpellier in a repeat of their 
League Cup semifinal which Bordeaux won. 


Sanchez advances, Huber 
out at Indian Wells 

INDIAN WELLS (R) — Top-seeded Arantxa Sanchez of 
Spain played a focused third round match to advance at the 
Evert Cup Monday, but third-seeded Anke Huber of 

^Germany failed to move into the quarterfinals on Monday. 

The fourth-ranked Sanchez who has not won a tourna- 
ment since Hamburg last may. looked extremely comfort- 
able taking a 6-1 6-3 match over 38th-ranked Asa Carlsson 
of Sweden. 

‘Today’s match shows that I was more focused and more 
concentrated and I was in control of the match since the 
beginning,” Sanchez said. “I felt very confident and I was 
not missing so many shots. I was serving pretty well and 
having the control of the points pretty quickly so she was 
not having so many chances." 

In contrast, the seventh-ranked Huber could not find a 
winning form, falling 6-4 6-3 to the I3th-seeded Nathalie 
Tauziat of France. 

“I think I just couldn’t find the rhythm and she played 
well,” Huber said. T didn't play well already in practice, so 
my confidence wasn't that good.” 
two of the women’s quarterfinal match-ups were decid- 
ed Monday. 

Sanchez will meet 33rd-ranked Sadrine Testud of France 
in one quarterfinal, while Tauziat takes on sixth-seeded 
Irina Spirlea of Romania. 

This marks the first WTA Tour stop that Sanchez is work- 
ing with eldest brother, Emilio, as her full-time coach. 
Sanchez Vicario only lost three points on the way to win- 
ning the first four games of the match/ Carlsson only held 
her serve in the fifth game of that first set. 

The Spaniard took advantage of all five service break 
opportunities presented in the match — in the first, third 
and seventh games of the first set and the fourth and sixth 
games of the second set. . , 

Carlsson was successful in breaking Sanchez Vicano s 
serve the one time she was in position to do so, in the third 
game of the second set, but it was of little consequence in 
the match. 

N “I had a very bad start,” Carlsson said. T was too impa- 
tient and I couldn’t wait for the right ball to come. I played 
some good points, but it was roo much up and down” 

The 21 st-ranked Tauziat kept Huber at bay with a variety 
of shot making that kept the German guessing- 
The Frenchwoman served particularly well at the end of 
the match, scoring four of her six aces in her final two ser- 
vice games. , „ _ . . , 

“1 served pretty good in the second set, Tauziat said. 
“When I serve good I am really confident. I think the serve 

was a little bit the key of the match." 

, Huber led 3- 1 in the first set, but fell apart from that point 

ten. 

• At 2-2 in the second set. Tauziat won four of the last five 
games. 


Make A 
Stand wins 
Cheltenham 
champion 
hurdle 

CHELTENHAM (AP) — 
Make A Stand led from start 
to finish Tuesday to win die 
124,000-pounds ($ 198,000) 
champion hurdle on the 
opening day of the presti- 
gious Cheltenham Festival. 

The six-year-old gelding, 
a 7-1 shot ridden by Tony 
McCoy, led by 12 lengths at 
one point and was five 
lengths clear at the finish of 
the two-mile (3.2 kilometer) 
race. 

Make A Stand was trainer 
Martin Pipe’s 16th festival 
winner and third for jockey 
McCoy. 

“This horse is electric." 
McCoy said. “It’s the most 
improved horse I’ve ever sat 
on.” 

Theatre world, a 33-1 shot 
trained in Ireland and ridden 
by Aiden O’Brien, finished 
second, 3/4 of a length 
ahead of Space Trucker, 
another Irish contender 
trained by Jessica 
Harrington and with John 
Shorn aboard. 

Large Action, Much went 
off ‘ 7-2 favourite and was 
unbeaten over two miles 
since losing this race two 
years ago. was pulled up 
lame by jockey Jamie 
Osborne after clearing only 
two hurdles. 

Collier Bay, last year's 
winner and 4-1 second 
favourite, was well behind 
the pack throughout the race 
and was pulled up by 
Graham Bradley before 
reaching the penultimate 
fence. 


Courier and Mantilla eliminated from Champions Cup 


INDIAN WELLS (R) — 
Felix mantilla of Spain and 
Jim Courier of the United 
States were eliminated 
from the Champions Cup 
tennis tournament in the 
first round on Monday. 

After breezing through 
the first six games of the 
match, the 12-seeded 

Mantiila was upset by 
67th-ranked Sandon Stolle 
of Australia 0-6 6-3 6-3. 

“This was a good win for 
me to beat someone in the 
top 20," Stolle said. “Today 
I couldn’t scratch myself in 
the first set. I didn’t want to 
give up though, because I 
knew 1 couldn’t get any 
worse” 

With the temperature up 
to 107 degrees Farenheit 
(41.6 C) in their match, the 
37 th -ranked Francisco 

Clavet of Spain engineered 
the 23rd-ranked Courier's 
early exit from the tourna- 
ment with a 6-4 4-6 6-4 
victory. 

“This I think is going to 
give me a lot of confi- 
dence,” Clavet said. “I am 
really happy about this vic- 
tory because he has been 
number one in the world. 
And, I don’t know, I think 
he is not in his best form 
now. But. anyway, he is 
Jim courier and this gives 
you confidence. It is a big 
name in tennis.” 

The tournament lost 
another seed when 1 1th- 
seeded Tun Henman with- 
drew Monday because of 
an Inflammation of his 
right elbow. Henman is 
expected to play in the 
upcoming Upton champi- 
onships. 

Stolle was able to over- 
come a devastating first set 
to challenge Mantilla. In 
three service games in the 
first set, Stolle only had 
one game point. 



In the second set, Stolle 
offered the Spaniard four 
break point opportunities, 
but was able to escape 
without barm. Stolle broke 
Mantilla’s serve twice in 
the second set to even the 
score at one set apiece. 

Stolle lost his serve in the 
third game of the final set. 
double faulting on the last 
point of the game. He went 
onto break Mantilla's serve 
in the fourth and eighth 
games to set up the victory. 

The 16th seeded Courier, 
a former number-one 
ranked player and two-time 
champion at this tourna- 
ment, just won his 20th 
career title in January at 
Doha, Qatar. 

The American started the 
match with an ace, but that 
proved not to be indicative 
of how the match was to go 


for Courier. He tended to 
hit the ball short through- 
out the match and was also 
too obstinate to try and 
change his strategy when it 
wasn not working. 

“I am disappointed in the 


way 1 played out there" 
Courier said, ’i think 1 
gave him many opportuni- 
ties and he took them like 
most good players will do." 

Courier lost' his serve in 
the ninth game of the first 


set. Clavet lost his only 
serve in the 10th game of 
the second set, and courier 
lost his serve for the last 
time in the third game of 
the finals set. 


Al-Amal Center (Jordan Univ. St.) 

ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF THE FOLLOWING CLINICS 8. SERVICES 


There’s a lot you can do to take care of yourself 

& THAT OF YOUR LOVED ONES...AND WE CAN HELP 
SpeciaBsts at Af-Amai Center are now receiving visitors in the fofawing cfinics: 

1 - Woman’s Clime: (tor women age 18 and above), provkfing screening & early detection for 
Breast Cancer & Cancer of the Cervix & Uterus; in attrition to personal Instruction of Breast Seif 
Exams, and public health education. 

2 - Healthy Diet & Weight Control Clinic: for advice on the types of food to avoid, and those to 
Increase your intake of, in order to reduce your risk of cancer, and other diseases. 

3- Stop Smoking CBnic: for those looking for better ways to quit trts dangerous habit 

4- The Central Laboratories: w8l commence lab analysis on March 15, to perform cancer related - 
and all other-anatysis, using advanced medical equipment, under the supervision of medical 
specialists, and in cooperation with internationally renowned universities and labs. 

AH visits by appointment 9 831891/ 849387 


Early detection means a better chance of cure. . . 

COME SEE US SOON 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Oia» Tlttw Uonu «c 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*1064 TAQJ9 <5432 *73 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 

A - Too easy. Even if North's range 
for a one-no- trump opening bid 
shows 16-18 and partner ib at the 
top of the range, game would be 
against the odds. A combined 25 
points ie more likely to produce 
nine tricks at no trump or 10 in a 
major when the points ore divided 
13-12 than 18-7. Pass. 

Q. 2 « As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*10876 <?AQ OAQ65 *Q 108 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A • In principle, do not conceal a 
four-card major when responding w 
partner’s minor-suit opening bid. 
Here, however, the spade suit is so 
shabby that we would not hesitate 
to make the descriptive jump to two 
no trump rather than respond one 
spade or one diamond. 

Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

AAQ865 CQJ5 *AQ *KQ7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I* Pass 2* Pam 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A - This is a balanced 20-point 
hand with largely soft values, and 
we lee] that a jump in three no 
trump describes it perfectly. North 
can still correct to four spades with 
a hand that is not suitable for no 
trump. (Even playing four-card 
majors, an opening bid of one spade 
contains five cards in the suit more 
often than not.) 

Q. d » Neither vulnerable, as 


South you bold: 

*KQ 109 8 cat OK7 *AQI08 
The bidding has proceeded 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
lO Pass I* Pass 

3* Psw 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - Slam prospects arc excellent, 
but Blackwood is not the way to 
proceed — should North show two 
oces. you would not know whether 
or not you have two fist hejrt 
lceero. Adopt u cue-bidding 
[sequence instead. Bid four clubs to 
[show the acv, and nwjit purtner's 
reaction. If North cue-bids dia- 
mond*. * jump to five spade* will 
express your concern about a heart 
control. 

as - Both vulnerable, as South 
(jou hold: 

|*A75 <TKQ98 :qi0885 *8 

|The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
llv Paw 2* Pass 

'7 

|What do you bid new? 

A - There i* no reason not to make 
[the descriptive rebid of two hearts. 
On this sequence, and this 
'sequence alone, a five-card major 
'structure permits a rebid in a high- 
er-ranking suit on minimum val- 
ues. 

0,6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K107 CK92 -IK 4 3 *QJ10S 
Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 

A - Whether your range is 21-22 oi 
22-2* has no bearing on the 
answer. Either way. you have 
enough for a small slam fa com- 
bined high-card count of 33 or bet- 
ter). but not enough for a grand 
«lnm fa miraimiifn of 361. Bid Gix tlO 
trump. 


REMINDER 

To all members of 

Jordanian Scandinavian Friendship 
Association (JSFA) 

Under the Patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad, the 
Honorary Presidents, you are kindly requested to 
attend the Annual General meeting which will take 
place on Wednesday, 12th March, 1997 at 18:00hrs 
at the Royal Danish Consulate in Shmeisani. 

Your presence is highly appreciated 



International Community 
School 


(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 


The ICS in Khilda is seeking to appoint a 
Deputy Headteacher from 1st September, 1997 

Successful applicants should be U.K. qualified 
with recent experience of the National Curriculum, 
particularly KS1. They should be adaptable & 
offer broad curriculum strengths with expertise 
from the following: Social Studies, E.S.L., P.E. 
Interested candidates should contact the School 
Office for an application form and to arrange a visit by 
Thursday, 20th March. Interviews commence 
Sunday, 23rd March. 

Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Jordan Valley Arabian Stud 

announces 

the opening of training programmes for horse riding. 
Basic training, saddlery, trot, cantor gallop and long* 
distance marathon. Family and private dub. Special 
attention for children. Location near Madaba, 25 km 
from Amman. 

info: Nasser MIrza, Te!,; 829882/3 Mobile: 20774. 
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Yeltsin concerned over 
settlements; Netanyahu 
focuses on bilateral ties 


Arafat suspends all contacts with Israel 


MOSCOW i Agencies j — 
President Boris Yeltsin told 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu 
Tuesday he was concerned 
about Israel's plans to build a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem, stress- 
ing Russia's commitment to 
the peace process. 

A Kremlin statement said 
Mr. Yells in "voiced concern 
about Israel's unilateral steps 
in East Jerusalem." during 
talks here marked by "open- 
ness and trust.'' 

Mr. Yeltsin said he hoped 
“the Israeli government, in 
the current situation and in 
future, will weigh up all the 
circumstances and take deci- 
sions aimed at achieving 
peace and stability in the 
Middle East." 

Mr. Yeltsin urged respect 
for the peace accords already 
reached and "the earliest pos- 
sible start to negotiations on 
the status of the Palestinian 
territories." pledging Russia’s 
further commitment to the 
peace process. 

Mr. Yeltsin also praised 
Russia's growing ties with 
Israel and told Mr. Netanyahu 
that the friction between the 
countries was a thing of the 
past. 

"Our countries and their 
leaders have passed the stage 
of prejudice and are now 
energetically moving toward 
each other. This concerns 
political as well as economic 
and trade relations." Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

The trade turnover between 
the two countries, now over 
S400 million, "can be signif- 
icantly increased, granted the 
goodwill of both sides." the 
president told Mr. Netanyahu 
at the start of their Kremlin 
meeting. Russian news agen- 
cies reported. 

Earlier Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu, cheered by a joy- 
ous crowd of Russian Jews, 
vowed to keep Jerusalem 
"united" and under Israeli 
control. 

"I hope... that we will be 
able to bless you in the uni- 
fied Jerusalem, the capital of 
Israel, which forever will stay 
united ;tnd under Israel's sov- 
ereignty." Mr. Netanyahu 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t Agencies! — Israeli 
police received a tongue- 
lash mg from the United 
Suies after they target led a 
U.S.-funded organisation in 
their hunt for Palestinian 
..National Authority (PN'Ai 
offices in Arab East 
Jerusalem, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Police barged into the 
ol Hees of the National 
Democratic Institute tNDIt 
twice over the past two 
weeks, nuts! recently on 
Monday. accusing the 
group nl being linked to 
self-rule authority. NDI 
Director Scan Carroll said. 

“Two plainclothes police- 
men entered the National 
Democratic Institute two 
weeks ago when I was not 
here and began to question 
the Palestinian staff in a 
most aggressive and 
unpleasant manner.” Mr. 
Carroll said. 

“They said, "you arc an 
office of the Palestinian 
( National > Authority, aren't 

Police returned on 
Monday and questioned Mr. 
Carroll himself, but this 
time their manner was 
"more cordial." he said. 

The institute is affiliated 
with the American 
Democratic Party and fund- 
ed by the U.S. International 
Development Agency. Mr. 
Carroll said. 

"For the past 1 8 months it 
has been running a pro- 
gram ne to educate the 
Palestinian legislative 
council in democratic 
skills." he said. 

Israeli police have 

clamped down recently on 
Palestinian institutions in 
Arab East Jerusalem sus- 
pected of being run by the 
PNA. The Israd- 

Palestinian agreements bar 


said- 

Palestinian President 

Yasser Arafat raised his own 
concerns about Jerusalem 
during a visit to Moscow last 
month. Mr. .Arafat held talks 
with Mr. Yeltsin and was 
received by Russian 
Orthodox Patriarch Alexy II. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking in 
Hebrew at the ornate hall of 
Moscow's main choral syna- 
gogue. otherwise avoided 
Middle East politics, praising 
the changes that have allowed 
Jewish religion and culture to 
blossom in Russia. 

Security was heavy, with 
Israeli plainclothes ’agents. 
Russian police and several 
elite guards brandishing 
Kalashnikov rifles around 
and inside the synagogue. In 
the hull, hundreds of Jews, 
including young school stu- 
dents wearing traditional 
skullcaps, interrupted Mr. 
Netanyahu'* speech with 
applause. 

"You see in from of you a 
Jew. an dated Jew." said Mr. 
Netanytihu. “Here, we are 
touching the very roots of 
Jewish existence." 

Russian and Israeli officials 
say Mr. Netanyahu's two-day 
trip, which comes at a diffi- 
cult time for the Middle East 
peace process, will help pro- 
mote the peace efforts and 
bilateral ties. 

But Mr. Netanyahu says he 
will mostly concentrate on 
improv ing bilateral and espe- 
cially economic relations 
with Russia, rather than seek- 
ing its active participation in 
the Middle East peace moves. 

While Israel is relying on 
U.S. mediation. Russia — a 
co-sponsor of the Middle 
East peace process — wants 
to reassert its role on the 
world stage. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants 
Moscow to pressure Syria 
into renewing the stalled 
peace talks with Israel. He 
also will be seeking to con- 
vince Russian leaders to stop 
military and nuclear coopera- 
tion with Iran, where Russia 
is building a nuclear reactor. 

Israel and the United States 
are against the project, saying 
it may help Tehran achieve 
nuclear weapons capability. 


the PNA government from 
operating in Jerusalem 
pending determination of 
the city 's final status in a 
permanent peace settle- 
ment. 

"We received information 
that Palestinian < National) 
Authority activity was tak- 
ing place at this institute.” 
police spokesman Shmuel 
Ben-Ruby said Tuesday. 

"But when we were 
shown proof that it is fund- 
ed by the United States, the 
suspicion was removed." 

Duncan MeGuinness. 
spokesman fur the U.S. 
consulate in Jerusalem, said 
American diplomats took 
up the matter with the 
Israeli government. 

"We thought the police 
should not be doing this." 
he told the AP. "They 
should be aware of what the 
NDI is. and I think they are 
aware nf thi* now." 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Manin Indyk contacted 
Israeli officials after the 
first raid to “explain to 
them vvhal NDI is." said 
Duncan Mclnnis. press 
officer for the U.S. con- 
sulate in Jerusalem. 

After the second incident 
"he explained more sharply. 
The police assured us it 
would not happen again." 
Mr. Mclnnis said. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter worked with 
the institute to monitor the 
Palestinian elections in 
January 1996. At the time. 
Mr. Carter accused Israeli 
police of keeping some 
Palestinian voters from 
reaching the polls. 

Mr. Carroll said U.S, 
Secretary of Stare 
Madeleine Albright was 
vice-chairwoman of the 
institute and is an enthusi- 
astic supporter of its activi- 
ties. 


Shortly before Mr. 
Netanyahu's departure from 
Israel, media there revealed 
that his chief of staff, Avigdor 
Lieberman. held secret talks 
last week with senior Russian 
figures about a possible 
mulu-billion-dollar gas deal. 

Israel army radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu hoped to link a 
contract to purchase Russian 
gas to ending Russian sales of 
arms and high-technology to 
Iran and Syria. 

Israeli officials declined to 
comment on the reported gas 
deal but said arms and tech- 
nology sales to Syria and Iran 
by Russia would be high on 
Mr. Netanyahu's agenda in 
Moscow<. 

Mr. Netanyahu was travel- 
ling with a 15-member dele- 
gation including a large group 
of businessmen interested in 
boosting bilateral trade and 
tourism, officials said. 

A senior Israeli official said 
Monday that the Jewish state 
will act to prevent the arming 
of Iran with ballistic missiles 
if persuasion fails to do the 
job. 

"Such arming constitutes a 
threat to Israel's very exis- 
tence and we cannot sit back 
with our arms folded,” Israeli 
public television reported the 
official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, as saying. 

The officii was part of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s delegation 
which arrived in Moscow 
Monday night. 

During his visit to 
Washington Feb. 14, Mr. 
Netanyahu expressed con- 
cern about the provision of 
ballistic missiles to Iran. Iraq 
and Syria. 

"Dominant countries like 
Iraq and Iran and for that mat- 
ter Syria, are arming them- 
selves feverishly with ballis- 
tic missiles, are preparing 
warheads, chemical and bio- 
logical and if Iraq and Iran 
had their way. nuclear war- 
heads," Mr. Netanyahu said 
in an address to the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, a policy research 
centre. 

The weaponry "could 
change the balance of power 
in the region ... change the 
map for peace." he warned. 


Shlomo Dror 
under probe 

TEL AVIV t AFP) — Israeli 
military spokesman Shlomo 
Dior has been suspended pend- 
ing an investigation into 
charges he divulged classified 
information, the military said 
Monday in a statement. 

The military police opened in 
investigation into the 
“divulging of classified infor- 
mation to unauthorised per- 
sons." the military said The 
alleged offence occurred “over 
a long period" of time, it added. 

The Israeli chief of staff. 
General Am non Shahak, 
informed Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai about the 
matter Monday. Officially the 
spokesman for the coordinator 
of Israeli activities in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Dror has long served 
under General Orrn Shahor. 
who resigned from the military 
in December after he was sus- 
pended for contacts with the 
opposition Labour Party. 


( Continued from page 1) 

The growing crisis of the 
past few days has been 
accompanied by daily clash- 
es between Israeli soldiers 
and Palestinian stone throw- 
ers in the WesL Bank. On 
Tuesday, an Israeli soldier 
guarding a Jewish West Bank 
settlement was stabbed and 
seriously wounded and 
Israeli troops arrested two 
Palestinian suspects. 

“Israel is pushing us into a 
comer, making us desper- 
ate, 4 ' Mohammad Dahl an. a 
senior Palestinian security 
official, told the Maariv daily 
"The street is heating up and 
about to boil." 

Mr. Dahlan said Palestinian 
police would prevent the use 
of firearms, but left open the 
possibility that protesters 
might resort to stones and 
boales. as they did in the 
1987-1993 uprising against 
Israeli occupation. 

Being the weaker partner in 
the negotiations, the threat of 
violence remains the 
Palestinian's most successful 
tool. 

The uprising led to the 
peace talks. Three days of 
gunbattles in September 
between Palestinian police 
and Israeli troops brought 
U.S. intervention, got Mr. 
Netanyahu focused on the 
peace talks and in the end 
helped produce an agreement 
on a troop pullback in 
Hebron. 

A senior Palestinian official 
said Tuesday that Mr. Arafat 
has ordered all high-level 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel has effec- 
tively prevented 

Palestinians from using 
more than half the West 
Bank for agriculture by 
building Jewish settlements 
and roads, a Palestinian 
minister said Tuesday. 

"Israel has prevented the 
use of 65 per cent of 
Palestinian lands,” 

Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Jawad Saleh told the 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA. 

He pointed to the Jordan 
Valley, which he said 
“ought to be the breadbas- 
ket of Palestine,” but where 


SANAA (AFP) — Seven 
German motorcycle tourists 
kidnapped by Yemeni tribes- 
men have been freed after 
being held hostage for a 
week, the German embassy 
here announced Tuesday. 

They were released 
Monday night, an embassy 
spokesman mid AFP. 

He said the seven Germans 
were “fine" and were being 
taken to the town of Sayun, 
some 500 kilometres east of 
here, in Hadnunut province. 
They were expected to 
arrive in Sayun late Tuesday. 

The seven Germans, all 
men aged between 30 and 
40. were snatched by around 
50 armed tribesmen on 
March 3 while louring the 
east of the country on motor- 
bikes. 

They were seized near the 
town of Tarim, around 750 
kilometres southeast of 
Sanaa, and held in a moun- 
tain hideaway. 

A Yemeni Interior Ministry’ 


contacts with Israel stopped. 
Mr. Arafat has refused to take 
phone calls from Mr. 
Netanyahu in recent days. 

“Contacts have been sus- 
pended. It's a cold war. 
Nothing is moving and noth- 
ing will move until Israel 
bides by the agreements.’’ 
said the official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Netanyahu's top for- 
eign policy adviser, Dore 
Gold, accused the 
Palestinians of brinkman- 
ship. and said threats of vio- 
lence might backfire. “It 
could be some of Mr. 
Arafat's advisers are suggest- 
ing to him that by cutting the 
lines of communication, he 
can create a crisis and there- 
fore bring in third parties," 
Mr. Gold told the Associated 
Press. 

The last high-level contact 
between the two sides took 
place od Monday evening — 
a meeting between Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Palestinian 
Information Minister Yasser 
Abed Rabbo that failed to 
calm tbe tensions. 

Mr. Mordechai told Mr. 
Abed Rabbo that Israel 
would not reconsider its 
recent decisions, including 
plans to build a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem 

“There was no need to talk, 
because the Israelis don't 
want to talk. They just want 
to dictate the terms,” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo told the 
Associated Press. 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat said Israel has reject- 


Israel has closed off tens of 
thousands of hectares for 
“security reasons" or for use 
as Jewish settlements. 

Israel has used 10 per cent 
of West Bank lands for set- 
tlements and has expropri- 
ated huge swaths of the area 
for roads, military areas, 
and nature reserves. 

“Since the beginning of 
occupation, they have pur- 
posefully put obstacles in 
the way of exporting agri- 
cultural produce and to 
restrict its transport, which 
has badly affected produc- 
tion.” Mr. Saleh said. 

He also pointed to Israel's 
control over water 


official in Sanaa said: “The 
release of the Germans took 
place peacefully after an 
agreement between the kid- 
nappers and the authorities.” 

The official, who asked to 
remain anonymous, declined 
to say whether any ransom 
had been paid or whether the 
authorities were pursuing 
the kidnappers, insisting 
only that “a friendly agree- 
ment led to their liberation." 

The kidnappers were 
demanding between $7 and 
S 12 million from the Yemeni 
government as compensa- 
tion for money swindled 
from their tribe by a car traf- 
ficker. 

Mohammad All, whose AI 
Khalifa Travel Agency 
organised the Germans’ trip, 
said Monday that no ransom 
would be paid, but that the 
authorities had agreed to 
track down and arrest the 
alleged trafficker — 
Mohammad Bahdila. 

Bahdila bought the cars on 


ed Palestinian proposals to sit 
down together and review 
whether Israel's recent deci- 
sions violated the peace 
accords. 

The Palestinians believe 
they should be in control of 
90 per cent 

of the West Bank by mid- 
1998 and that the scope of 
each withdrawal should be 
negotiated. They also argue 
that construction in 
Jerusalem violates tbe spirit 
of tbe peace accords, under 
which the status of the city is 
to be determined in future 
negotiations. 

In the atmosphere of crisis. 
Israelis and Palestinians alike 
saw Tuesday's knife attack as 
a signal that Palestinian frus- 
trations could erupt into 
spontaneous violence or cal- 
culated attacks by radical ele- 
ments. 

“What else can we expect 
when there is nothing going 
on in the negotiations,” said 
Mr. ErekaL 

“Tbe Israeli interpretation 
of negotiations is to tell us 
what to do and, if we don't 
except them, then 'to hell 
with you*,” he told AFP. 

Mr. Arafat and senior mem- 
bers of the PNA have care- 
fully avoided inciting vio- 
lence. but hardline 
Palestinian movements have 
threatened attacks and even 
Arafat aides have warned the 
situation could get out of 
hand. 


resources in the West Bank. 

Mr. Saleh said his min- 
istry has put aside more 
than S10 million to provide 
tree seedlings to Palestinian 
farmers to plant on empty 
land to prevent Israel from 
confiscating it. 

But Israeli authorities 
have uprooted many of tbe 
trees, especially in the 
northern West Bank, Mr. 
Saleh said. 

Israel still maintains full 
civilian and security control 
over 70 per cent of the West 
Bank, under its self-rule 
accords with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 


credit from the tribes and 
never paid for them. He was 
arrested by police but 
escaped, and the tribes 
believe the authorities 
helped him, police sources 
said. 

At the weekend, the 
Yemeni government dis- 
patched reinforcements 
backed by helicopters to sur- 
round the tribesmen's 
stronghold in a bid to put 
pressure on the kidnappers. 

.Around 80 foreigners have 
been kidnapped by Yemeni 
tribes since 1993 and all 
have been freed unharmed. 
They are usually used as bar- 
gaining chips to obtain con- 
cessions from the govern- 
ment 

The last kidnap victim, a 
U.S. engineer working for 
the Halliburton oil company, 
was held for 17 days before 
being released on Feb. 27. 


Sudan 
rebels 
claim 
advance 
on town 

ASMARA (R) — Sudanese 
rebels said on Tuesday they 
were closing in on the major 
town of Yei in south Sudan 
and had captured supplies 
dropped by parachute for 
besieged government 

troops. 

Yassir Arman, spokesman 
for the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA), 
said rebels had captured 
several garrisons around the 
southern Sudanese city of 
Juba and controlled the road 
to Yei. 

' He said SPLA rebels bad 
captured an army garrison 
at Baze. eight kilometres 
from Kaya town, which is 
30 kilometres north of die 
Ugandan border. The rebels 
said on Sunday they had 
taken Kaya. which 
Khartoum said was attacked 
by Ugandan forces. 

Mr. Arman said rebels had 
seized Kenyi garrison, 
putting them in “firm con- 
trol” of the major road run- 
ning from Yei to Juba city. 

“We are now only 500 
metres from the trenches of 
Yei garrison. The NIF 
(National Islamic Front) 
tried to parachute supplies 
to the besieged forces at Yei 
this morning,” he said. 

“We captured most of it, 
and the rest landed between 
us and they were unable to 
reach iL” 

Speaking in the Eritrean 
capital, which is the head- 
quarters of a Sudanese 
opposition alliance. Mr. 
Arman said tbe rebels had 
killed more than 300 mem- 
bers of government forces 
in Kaya town. 

He said rebel forces were 
also besieging government 
troops who escaped Kaya 
and reached Morobo, close 
to the Ugandan and Zairean 
borders and south of the 
government-controlled city 
of Juba. 

“SPLA forces on the axis 
of Juba- Yei captured Loka 
garrison, which is 110 kilo- 
metres from Juba and 50 
kilometres from Yei,” said 
Arman. He said they were 
also laying siege to Lainya 
garrison, 100 kilometres 
south of Juba, and had cap- 
tured army garrisons at 
Koya and Limbe at a main 
junction on the Juba road. 

He said the dead included 
a colonel two lieutenant- 
colonels, a major and five 
lieutenants. Rebels had cap- 
tured six artillery pieces, T- 
55 tanks, mortars, anti-air- 
craft guns and anti-tank 
cannons. 

The advances reported by 
the rebels on Sunday were 
the first indication for sev- 
eral weeks of progress in a 
rebel offensive launched in 
eastern Sudan in January 
that spread to the south. 

Uganda, bordering south- 
ern Sudan and strongly 
opposed to the Islamist gov- 
ernment in Khartoum, 
denied on Monday a 
Sudanese army charge that 
its forces attacked Kaya and 
Yei. 

The SPLA led by John 
Garang has been fighting 
Khartoum since 1 983, 
‘demanding greater autono- 
my for the mainly Christian 
and animist south of Sudan 
from the Muslim and 
Arabised north. 

Uganda's government- 
owned new vision newspa- 
per said on Monday 
Ugandan troops had sealed 
off the border with south 
Sudan in the west Nile area 
and the SPLA had attacked 
Sudanese positions 30 kilo- 
metres from the Ugandan 
border. 

The newspaper said resi- 
dents of the northern 
Ugandan town of Arua were 
kept awake by sounds of the 
battles inside Sudan. 

Sudan has accused 
Eritrea. Ethiopia and 
Uganda of fighting along- 
side the rebels, who want to 
spark a popular uprising to 
topple President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir. The three 
states deny involvement. 


U.S. protests Israeli 
raids on NDI office 


Saddam’s half-brother calls for reforms 


AMMAN (AFP) — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's half-brother Barzan 
Takrili has called for a series of politi- 
cal reforms to improve the country's 
image abroad, sources close to Mr. 
Takrili said here Tuesday. 

Mr. Takrili. who is Iraq’s representa- 
tive to the United Nations in Geneva, 
sent a letter to President Saddam call- 
ing for the decision-making 
Revolutionary Command Council 
(RCC) to be scrapped and parliament 
to be dissolved. 

He proposed himself as prime minis- 
ter in a new government of tech- 
nocrats. the sources said. 

The letter came in response to efforts 
from President Saddam to reconcile 
with Mr. Takriti. who has not set foot 
in Iraq since 1990 and has laid down 
conditions for his return from Geneva. 

Mr. Takrili has now offered to use his 
“good relations” with some Western 
countries to try and lift the U.N. sanc- 
tions in force against Iraq since its 


August 1990 invasion of KuwaiL 

Presidem Saddam has yet to respond 
to the letter, the sources said, adding 
that Mr. Takriti insists on holding the 
post of prime minister. 

The Iraqi president has three other 
half-brothers — Dham. who has died, 
Waiban and Sabawi — from when his 
mother was remarried to Ibrahim 
Hassan, his uncle. 

Iraq ready for prison visits 

Iraq has said for the first time it was 
ready to allow Red Cross staff into its 
prisons but has yet to agree under what 
conditions, a spokesman said in 
Geneva on Tuesday. 

Talks on the modalities of visits arc 
scheduled in Baghdad next week 
between an International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) delegation and 
Iraqi authorities. ICRC spokesman 
Rolin Wavre said. 

Iraq said it was ready to authorise 


visits to political prisoners during a 
meeting in Geneva on Feb. 18 of the 
tripartite commission grouping repre- 
sentatives of the ICRC. Iraq. Kuwait 
and the Gulf war allies who van- 
quished the Iraqi army. 

Tbe talks, which are held regularly, 
focus on some 600 Kuwaitis reported 
disappeared since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

However, if the ICRC is given access 
to prisons, this will not necessarily 
shed light on those who are missing. 
Mr. Wavre said. 

If the Kuwaitis are in Iraq, Baghdad 
should have declared the tact and if the 
government wants to hide the prison- 
ers. it would be easy to fool the ICRC. 
Mr. Wavre said. 

It is impossible to say if and when an 
accord will be signed. 

The ICRC lays down stria rules, 
such as free access to prisoners, meet- 
ings without witnesses and repeat vis- 
its. according to Mr. Wavre. 


Yemeni captors release Germans 


Palestinian farmers denied use 
of more than half of West Bank 



Diana’s motives 
questioned in visit ' 
to homeless hostel 


LONDON (AFP) .-1 
Diana, princess of Wales, 
on Monday visited a 
homeless emergency cold 
weather shelter in a notori- 
ous red light district in 
central London - but found 
her motives questioned by 
those whose cause she' 
hoped to highlight. The 
princess allowed press and 
television cameras to fol- 
low her meeting young- 
sters at a disused office 
building in King's Cross ; 
run by homeless charity ^ 
Centre Point and funded 
by a government "rough- 
sleeper” initiative. She 
chatted with homeless 
people in a sitting room 
decorated with their art- 
work and poems, and 
posters warning of the 
danger of drugs. Portia. 

17. told Diana bow she left 
home after an argument 
with her mother. But after- 
wards Portia told BBC 
Television news: ‘To be 
honest. I think it's just 
upper class guilt.” The 
hostel, which has been 
running since January, will 
provide food, bed and 
shelter for 47 homeless 
young people until die end 
of March. Diana, who is 
patron of Centre Point, 
agreed to make a public 
visit to help boost the 
charity’s work. 

Two women 
on trial for rape 

GRENOBLE, France ^ 
(AFP) — Two women and 
a man went on trial here 
on Monday for raping a 
man because he could not 
pay his 10.450-franc 
($2,000) bar bill. A bar 
hostess, a customer and 
the woman who ran the 
bar were accused of beat- 
ing up a 26-year-old man, 
forcing him to fellate the 
landlady's dog and bug- 
gering him with a brush 
handle. The court heard 
evidence from a psychi- 
atric expert who said “in 
our society, a man who has 
been raped is worse off 
than a violated woman, 
especially as this rape was 
committed by two 
women.” The trial was due 
to end on Wednesday. 

Mayor bans gays 
from “love motels’ 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 

An Argentine town has 
banned gays from using 
pay-by-the-hour “love 
motels” for amorous 
encounters by ruling that 
all couples admitted must 
be “without exception a 
man and a woman” But 
the mayor of Malvinas 
Argentinas. a small blue- 
collar town on the out- 
skirts of Buenos Aires, on 
Monday denied charges of 
discrimination levelled by 
angry gay and lesbian 
groups. “We would be dis- 
criminating if in this new 
by-law we had specified 
that fat people can’t use 
them, or that preferably 
only blondes with blue 
eyes should go there," 
Mayor Jesus Cariglino 
told reporters. 

Israeli woman, 93, 
suspected of drug 4J 
dealing 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli 
police have arrested a 93- 
year-old woman on suspi- 
cion of drug dealing. 
Channel Two television 
said on Monday. Wearing 
a red bathrobe and a white 
kerchief, the woman 
described as Israel’s oldest 
drug suspect was shown 
shuffling down the corri- 
dors of a police station 
after being arrested at her 
apartment in the port city 
of Ashdod. The television 
said she denied selling 
heroin out of her flat 
Police had no trouble gain- 
ing entry to the flat 
because the woman’s eye- 
sight had deteriorated to 
the point where she could <> 
not make out who her 
clients were, the report 
said. 


